JainlCenterofiNorthern{California

A
......

5% August 2000 - 5" August 2025 _
25'™ Anniversary of Jain Bhawan

50 years of Community Services



&‘*ﬂvér-ﬂ?[tﬁ:»r Citprer- W

JAIN ( ENTFR OF NORTHERN CAL IF[}R‘\IIA

© RAKESH TAIN  TRIPTI TAIN + TRISHA TAIN

With best compliments from

TRAVEL H REAL ESTATE H LOANS H INVESTMENTS
== Contact Information == == Office Locations ==
'.rﬂ , TAW (Uniled Stales)
(‘Travel Consullant) : ,
i 4341 W Ruby IHill Dr,
Mobile: +14084803545

Pleasanton. CA 94566

Olfice: 115104901755

Office: 114084901455
Email: info atrujain.com

Email: trujainayahoo.com :
RAKESH TAIN
(Loan Officer / Realtor)
Mobile: 114084804000
Email: rujain agmail.com
MLO NMLS * 11653506

DRE “ 01910363 E -




3T g HASol]

Search for truth thyself
g Hg Bl @rot

(Uttaradhyayan Sutra 6.2)

‘Celebrating 25 years of devotion, community, and spiritual growth at our
Jain Center—a testament to the timeless values of ahimsa, truth, and unity.
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Celebrating
Jain Center of Northern California's
25™ Anniversary!

Thank you JCNC for being a spiritual home to us all.
May our Derasar continue to be a sacred place of peace,
prayer, and spiritual upliftment for generations to come.

Shri Popatlal, Smt. Bharati, Nayan, Yogita, Risha, Divisha,
& Jain Family
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Democratizing
Engaged Jain Studies

Making Jain teachings globally accessible
through education, research, and real-world
application of ahimsa (non-violence) and
karuna (compassion) to inspire positive change.

OUR EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS

« GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAM
« CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
« SCHOLARLY EVENTS

ins: 15 to .
philosophy and promote the
esteemed Jain scholarship...

A - / g~ Only ahimsa and peaceful
/ “% . Jain Center of Northern California ;

on 25th Anniversary of Jain Bhawan [
and environmental problems

we currently face.”
SCAM HERE : f :

Join us in shaping a With
more just and frar
compassionate world.

1spiration

To support Arihanta Institute and our mission,
please scan the QR code above, or visit our website for
donation opportunities.

visit @ Arihantainstitute.org | Foliow us on @@ @ ) (@ @Arihantainstitute
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Day and Date Events - x‘

Abhishek & Dev Shastra Pooja, Snatra Pooja

Saturday, 12 July 2025 Mangal Patrika Lekhan Vidhi

+ Abhishek & Dev Shastra Pooja
Bhaktamar Poojan
Aadi Veer Bhakti and Ghee Boli
« Kid's Program, Prakrit Language Workshop

« Abhishek & Dev Shastra Pooja
o Shobha Yatra / Grand Jain Parade
Saturday, 26 July 2025 « Navkar & Uvvasaggaharam Jaap
o Lecture & Samapna Jaap (Terapanth), Kid's Program
o Musical Program — Swar Se Ishwar, Prakrit Language Workshop

Friday, 25 July 2025

« Yag Mandal Vidhan,

Adhar Abhishek Poojan

Parshwa-Nem Bhakti and Kumarpal Maharaja Grand Aarti,
» YJA Program, Kid's Program, Prakrit Language Workshop

Sunday, 27 July 2025

o Abhishek & Dev Shastra Pooja, Snatra Pooja (Tue, Wed)
Sakrastav Abhishek (Mon) & JCNC ke Nanhe Superstars (Mon)
Musical Santikaram Abhishek (Thu)

o Prakrit Language Workshop, Lecture Series (Samni ji)

 Shatrunjay na 16 Uddhar and Vadhamana Part I (Wed) & II (Thu)

Monday - Thursday,
28-31 July 2025

« Panch Kalyanak Vidhan
Friday, 1 August 2025 « Shri Gautam Swami Labdhi Poojan
« Bhavna & Dhwaja Ghee Boli from 7:30 pm

» Felicitation & Motivational Speaker Session
Saturday, 2 August 2025 « Grand Cultural Event - Aastha-Ek Shakti: A celebration of 25 years
(Chabot College)  Grand Cultural Event - Ek Lakshaya: A Biopic Drama

 Jain Musical Symphony

» Dhwaj Pooja, 17 Bhedi Pooja & Procession
Sunday, 3 August 2025 ¢ Dhwaja Ceremony at 12:39 pm
« Panch Kalyanak Bhakti

e Dwar Opening
Monday, 4 August 2025 « Abhishek & Dev Shastra Pooja
o Musical Asta Prakari Pooja

Mahavir Swami Panch Kalyanak Pooja
12025 Panch Kalygnak Pooja
:'IA‘ « Lecture Series

-
L

' ‘l: Tuesday, 5 August
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
From the Desk of Souvenir Editor — Biren Shah

TGRSR AT 0T FI&ATT: |
(Right Faith, Right Knowledge, and Right Conduct
This is the path to liberation.)

HGANTE ggd o faam: |

(Dharma is the cause of the path to liberation.)

— Tattvartha Satra 1.1

As we mark two momentous milestones - the 25™
anniversary of the Pran-Pratishtha of our Derasar and Jain
Bhawan, and the 50™ anniversary of Jain Milan, JCNC’s
predecessor organization - we celebrate not just the passage
of time, but the unwavering spirit of our community. A
spirit born from devotion, nourished by seva, and sustained through generations of selfless
contributions.

From the day our visionary forebearers consecrated this sacred space, they planted a seed of
faith - a home for the Jain Sangh in Northern California where the eternal principles of Ahimsa
(nonviolence), Aparigraha (non-possessiveness), and Anekantavada (non-absolutism) could
thrive. Over a quarter of a century, this Derasar has become more than marble and mortar - it
is sanctified daily by nishkam karma: selfless service, quiet devotion, and the purity of intent
behind every act.

Our sadhus and sadhvis taught us not only how to perform rituals, but more importantly, why
we perform them—with shuddha bhav (pure feelings). As Jain philosophy reminds us:

“T et R HeT, fohg g WTT A LT ST § 17
(It is not enough to act; one must act with pure intention.)

The theme of Souvenir, “NexJains — Our Future”, is both an invitation and a sacred
responsibility. To our youth: you inherit more than buildings and scriptures—you inherit the
resilience to live ethically, the curiosity to seek truth, and the compassion to serve selflessly,
even in an increasingly complex world.

The founders of JCNC envisioned a community centered on leading by example, serving
without desire for recognition, and opening the mind to every perspective, justas Anekantavada
teaches us. These are not just Jain ideals - they are living truths, alive in the heartbeat of our
Sangh.

L0 10 =5




More than anything, we want to take this moment to say Thank You—to our volunteers and
their families, who made personal sacrifices and spent countless hours in preparing this
Souvenir; to our sponsors, for their generous support; to the advertisers; to the 25%
Anniversary Celebrations Committees, to the Executive Committee, and the Board of
Directors, whose trust in me and the Souvenir team and encouragement and guidance made
this all possible.

“Khub Khub Anumodana” to each and every one of you. This souvenir is dedicated to all the
supporters and volunteers of JCNC. Inside these pages, you will find:

o Blessings from revered Jain Acharyas and spiritual leaders

» Reflections from JCNC leaders, past and present

o Felicitation messages from dignitaries and Jain organizations worldwide

« Poems, stories, and essays written by accomplished authors, shala students and Jain youth

 Historical glimpses and archival memories

Each contribution is a testament to what we can achieve when we walk the path of Samyak
Darshan, Gyaan, and Charitra—with selfless love and boundless faith.

Let this souvenir not just be a celebration of the past, but a compass for the future.

To all NexJains, may we continue to nurture this dharma, live its values daily, and inspire
others by example.

With deep gratitude and humble reverence.

We offer this souvenir in Seva of Jin Shashan.

Biren Shah, Souvenir Editor and JCNC President (2020-2021)

Jai Jinendra!

TATTVARTHA SUTRA IS ONE OF THE MOST
_ AUTHORITATIVE BOOKS ON JAINISM. IT 15
B THE ONLY TEXT AUTHORITATIVE IN BOTH
SVETAMBARA AND DIGAMBARA SECTS
OF JAINISM. IT CAN BE COMPARED TO
THE YOGA SUTRAS BY PATANJALNIN
HINDUESM. THE FIRST VERSE SAYS THAT
THROUGH RIGHT FAITH, RIGHT
KNOWLEDGE AND RIGHT CONDUCT THE
PATH OF LIBERATION OR MOKSHA CAN
BE ACHIEVED




JCNC’S 25 ANNIVERSARY -
BOARD CHAIR’S MESSAGE

Celebrating 25 Years of Unity, Service, and Growth - And Shaping the Future Together

Jai Jinendra and Pranam,

As we mark the incredible milestone of our 25" Anniversary, I find
myself reflecting on the immense journey that has brought us here -
and looking ahead to the remarkable path we will continue to walk
together in the next 25 years. This milestone is not just a reflection
of time passed, but a celebration of our collective spirit, dedication &
shared purpose.

From our humble beginnings as Jain Milan in 1975, to our formal establishment as JCNC
in 1981, and the cherished opening of Jain Bhavan in 2000, every step has been guided by
a single, powerful vision: to create a sacred space where Jains from all walks of life, from all
traditions, could come together, united in faith, and dedicated to the practice and preservation
of the Jain way of life.

At the heart of JCNC lies a unique guiding principle—unity. At JCNC five distinct Jain
traditions—Shwetambar, Digambar, Sthanakwasi, Terapanthi, and those inspired by Shrimad
Rajchandraji—come together in harmony. Here, we don’t just coexist, we flourish. In our
temple, we celebrate our shared values while respecting our differences, demonstrating that it
is our collective devotion that strengthens our community. Here, under one roof, we unite in
our commitment to living by the timeless wisdom of Jainism.

REFLECTING ON OUR JOURNEY: THE LAST 25 YEARS OF PROGRESS

When we look back, we are awed by the transformation of JCNC. What began with just 30
families has now blossomed into a vibrant community of over 2000 families, representing
more than 4000 Jains in the Bay Area. This is not just growth in numbers; it is growth in spirit,
in connection, in service, and in the shared commitment to living the Jain way of life.

Over the years, we have come together not only for spiritual milestones and sacred rituals but
also to build a community that truly embodies Jain values. Our Pathshala continues to shape
the minds and hearts of the next generation, our social gatherings like Picnics, Cricket, and
Ras-Garba remind us of the joy and unity we find in our shared culture, and our spiritual
programs—M]JK, MNK, Cha-Gau Yatra—enrich our souls and deepen our connection to
the divine. Our commitment to service—through Jivdaya initiatives, food distribution, and
donations to support Jain causes—reminds us that our purpose extends beyond ourselves.

Every milestone has been possible through the unwavering dedication of our volunteers, who
give selflessly of their time and energy. Together, we have transformed JCNC into a leading
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force in North America—one that is not only a pillar of Jain tradition but also a beacon of
compassion, unity, and progress preserving our rich cultural heritage.

A VISION FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS: BUILDING A LEGACY OF FAITH, LEARNING,
AND UNITY

As we look to the future, the next 25 years will be defined by how we prepare for the generations
to come. Our greatest responsibility is to ensure that JCNC continues to be a place of sanctuary,
learning, and growth for our children and grandchildren. It is our duty to build not just for
today, but for a future where Jainism continues to thrive, adapt, and inspire.

In this spirit, we have acquired property close to our temple—a monumental step forward in
our growth. This new space will serve as a cornerstone for our future, allowing us to address
current needs and lay the foundation for the generations to come. It will not only solve
practical concerns like parking, auditorium space, and kitchen facilities, but will also provide
an expanded education center and community hub—a place where our children can continue
to learn, where families can connect, and where the teachings of Jainism will be passed down
with love and devotion.

The vision for the next 25 years is not just about expansion; it is about strengthening the very
essence of who we are. It is about creating a living, breathing center for Jainism—a place where
the principles of Ahimsa, Aparigraha, and Anekantavada are lived daily, where our shared
commitment to nonviolence, non-attachment, and multifaceted truth shapes the world around
us. We are not just building a community; we are building a legacy of faith, love, and service for
generations to come.

TOGETHER, WE CONTINUE OUR JOURNEY

Our story is far from over. Together, we will continue to spread the message of Jainism with
one voice, united in our purpose. The legacy we build today will echo through the lives of our
children and their children. Our unity will be our strength, our faith will be our guide, and our
service will be our offering to the world.

Let us move forward with gratitude for the blessings of the past, determination to meet the
challenges of the future, and a collective vision that will shape the next chapter of JCNC's story.

Pranam,
Mayur Patel
Chairman, JCNC Board of 2025
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JCNC’S 25™ ANNIVERSARY -
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Jai Jinendra and Pranam.

In 2025, it is with immense joy and gratitude that we come together to
celebrate the 25" Anniversary of the Pratishtha Mahotsav of our beloved
JCNC, and honor 50 years of Jain community service in Northern
i p .tW California. What began as a dream has blossomed into a vibrant spiritual
‘ ﬂ.z:‘ﬁ;j ¥ and cultural center for over 1,800 families.

[ feel truly honored to serve as President during this milestone year of JCNC.

When I moved to the Bay Area in 1999 and became a Life Member of JCNC, I instantly felt at
home! I still remember the energy and devotion of the 2000 Pratishtha Mahotsav, when our
first Anjan Shalaka Pratimajis arrived, and our beautiful temple became a shared space for all
five Jain traditions. That experience inspired me to start volunteering—and since then, JCNC
has been a constant part of my spiritual and personal journey.

Today, I want to share a glimpse of how JCNC continues to thrive—thanks to the incredible
teams of volunteers and leaders who make it all possible.

A Home for All Traditions

Our strength lies in unity. The Religious Committee ensures
that major events—from Paryushan, Das Lakshan, Ayambils,
Chh Gau Yatra, to weekly lectures, Vidhans, and Shrimad Bhakti
programs—are inclusive and meaningful to all traditions. Events §
with 500 to 3,000 participants are now common, and each oneisa Ef
chance to grow together in Dharma. B

Nurturing the Next Generation, Right way in the Right path
Our Education Department runs PaathShala that serves over 550 students, supported by more
than 75 dedicated teachers. From learning Jain philosophy, Gujarati, and Hindi, to JAINA
Academic Bowl and music classes—our students build both knowledge and character. Their
talent shines during celebrations like Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, Nirvan Kalyanak, and Bhasha
Day.

Culture, Wellness & Connection

JCNC is more than a temple—it’s a vibrant community. From
Annual Picnics, Yoga, Wellness sessions, Mission Peak hikes to
sports leagues, Blood Drives, health fairs, and Mixers for women
and seniors, our Cultural Team curates programs where people
of all age groups come together in joy and friendship.

Seva Through Food
One of the greatest joys at JCNC is sharing meals made with love. Our Food Team and volunteers
prepare over 60,000 meals a year—from Sunday lunches for Pathshala to Tapasvi meals during
religious events. Every dish is prepared with Jain principles in mind, and served with devotion.

14




Support Behind the Scene - Behind every program is a team making it all work:

» The Finance Team manages donations, budgets, and audits with care and transparency.

o The Tech Team brings JCNC to your screens with live-streamed events and virtual darshan.

o The Facilities Team keeps our Bhavan clean, safe, and ready for every occasion.

o The PR Team ensures you stay informed and connected—through emails, WhatsApp, and
creative outreach.

o The Private Events Team helps members and local organizations host meaningful events in
our sacred space.

e PVSA Team : You are our NextGen team. Watching you serve both JCNC and
the broader community brings us deep pride and confidence in our future.

Each of these teams contributes to the smooth running of JCNC—and their quiet commitment
deserves our deepest gratitude.

Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future

The scale of JCNC'’s activities today is extraordinary. But none of it would be possible without
the vision and sacrifice of our founding members and the countless volunteers who built this
temple with love, brick by brick. On behalf of the Executive Committee, Khub Khub Anumodna
to each and every one of them.

We are also excited to share that JCNC has recently acquired the property next door at 526
South Main Street. This expansion marks a new chapter in our history—an important step in
preparing for the growing needs of future generations. It reflects our ongoing commitment to
preserve, expand, and evolve the legacy entrusted to us. As we look ahead, JCNC is committed
to nurturing the next generation of leaders, and continuing to be a model of worship, service,
and unity.

As the Jain Sutra reminds us: “Gyaan Kriyabhyam Moksha”—liberation comes through
knowledge and action. JCNC is a living example of this principle, where learning, seva, and
community come together to uplift us all.

Let us celebrate this beautiful milestone together—from July 25 to August 5, 2025—with pride
in how far we've come, and excitement for what lies ahead.

Jainam Jayati Shashanam
In Your Seva,
Deven Shah, President, JCNC, 2024-2025




JCNC’S 25™ ANNIVERSARY -

CORE COMMITTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE
Celebrating 25 Glorious Years of JCNC: A Silver Jubilee Mahotsav

Dear JCNC Sangh,

It is with great joy that I, along with the 25" Anniversary Committee,
warmly welcome you to JCNC'’s Silver Jubilee Mahotsav — marking
25 years of devotion, unity and community service. By the divine
blessings of Jin Shasan and the guidance of our respected Gurubhagwant,
@& JCNC has grown into a vibrant spiritual and cultural center.

“An anniversary is a time to celebrate the joys of today, the memories of yesterday,
and the hopes of tomorrow.”

HONORING OUR JOURNEY

As we commemorate this incredible 25-year journey, we remember the visionaries who laid
JCNC'’s foundation; the countless volunteers who have served selflessly; and the community
members who have nurtured our temple into a spiritual hub.

To mark this special occasion, the Board of Directors formed a dedicated committee to plan and
organize the Mahotsav. Planning began in late 2024, and full execution started in January 2025.
Focused subcommittees including Religious, Cultural, Media & PR, Fundraising, Technology,
Facilities, and Food were created to bring this vision to life with dedication and teamwork.

MAHOTSAV HIGHLIGHTS

The Mahotsav spans two weekends and and offers a vibrant mix of events:

e Religious Events: Pujans, Vidhans, Pravachans, Bhakti Bhavna, Jaap, Aangi, Temple
decorations and the Grand Dhwaja ceremony.

o Cultural Programs: Jain-themed drama, JCNC History showcase, Musical Program, Music,
Dance performances and Inspirational speakers

o Special Features: Grand Shobha Yatra Parade - a Memorable Jain Symphony, a
Commemorative Souvenir Book and a History film capturing JCNC’s 25-year journey.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR COMMUNITY

As we celebrate JCNC'’s Silver Jubilee Mahotsav, we honor not only the achievements of the

past 25 years but also the people whose dedication has made this journey possible:

o To Our Life Members:
Your continued support and commitment have laid the foundation for our temple’s growth
and continued success. As a token of our deep appreciation, each life member will receive a
personalized Prabhavana gift and a commemorative souvenir book.

LD 16 =5




o To Our Past Board and Executive Committee Members:
Your vision, leadership, and countless hours of selfless service have shaped JCNC into the
vibrant and thriving community it is today. In recognition of your invaluable contributions,
every elected official who has served over the past 25 years will be honored with a personalized
plaque as a symbol of our sincere gratitude.

o To the Entire Sangh:
On June 9™, JCNC was proudly recognized at the California State Capitol in Sacramento for
its exceptional contributions to the community. This prestigious honor reflects the collective
impact of our Sangh throughout the Bay Area. It is a moment of pride and celebration.

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES TOGETHER

The anniversary planning efforts were not without its challenges—from securing venues and
finalizing international artist visas, to shipping materials from overseas and managing logistics—
all within a limited budget. Despite these hurdles, the passion and dedication of our volunteers
turned every challenge into an opportunity to showcase the true strength of our Sangh.

GRATITUDE FROM THE HEART

I sincerely thank all our sponsors—Mahasanghpati, Sanghpati, Promoters, Dwaja Labharthis,
Swamivatsalya donors, and everyone who contributed to the religious and general funds. Special
thanks to those who made this Souvenir Book meaningful through your articles, wishes, and
generous support. To the hundreds of volunteers and leaders your hard work and teamwork
made this celebration possible. I'm especially grateful to our Board and Executive Committee
for their ongoing support.

On a personal note, serving as the Committee Chair has been an incredibly rewarding
experience. Seeing the spirit of seva and unity in our community has been truly inspiring. I'm
deeply thankful for the chance to serve during this milestone event, and for the encouragement
of so many teammates, mentors, and friends. A heartfelt thank you to my parents for instilling
Jain values in me, and to my wife Pooja and our sons, Noam (age 6) and Heom (age 1), for their
love, patience, and support throughout this journey.

A SACRED REMEMBRANCE AND A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

This Silver Jubilee is more than a celebration—it is a meaningful remembrance of our past
and a reaffirmation of our shared commitment to Jain Dharma, Seva, and Samarpan. Looking
ahead, we see JCNC growing as a center for Jain learning, service, and spirituality—led by our
youth, grounded in tradition, and welcoming to all. We encourage every Sangh member to stay
involved and contribute with tan, man and dhan as we move forward together, united as one
community.

In Your Seva,
Mittal Kothari
Committee Chair, JCNC Silver Jubilee Mahotsav

%O 17 o=




RECOGNITION BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY & SENATE
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On 9 June 2025 California State Legislature recognized the
Jain Center of Northern California for the completion of 50
years of community services (1975-2025) and 25 years of Jain
Bhawan (2000-2025).

Assemblymember Alex Lee led the recognition on the floor of
the Assembly and Senator Dave Cortese led the recognition on
the floor of the Senate.

Assemblymember Ash Kalra, Liz Ortega, Patrick Ahrens
and Dr Darshana Patel joined the felicitation. A 27 member
JCNC delegation was present at the California State Capitol,

Sacramento.

MEMBERS OF JCNC DELEGATION TO CALIFORNIA STATE CAPITOL

Ajay Bhutoria, Co-host Kamlesh Mehta Parveen Jain
Ashok Sethi Kirit Bavishi Pravin Turakhia
Bipin Shah Kundi Kapadia Prem Jain

Biren Shah, Co-host and emcee Manhar Shah Ritesh Patani
Deven Shah Mayur Patel Shobha Vora
Girish Shah Mittal Kothari Srenik Mehta
Hasmukh Patel Nayan Jain Sudhanshu Jain
Hasu Shah Nitin Shah Vipul Kothari
Jashvant Shah Parag Shah Yogesh Bapna

-




JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

il Jainam Jjayati Shasanam ii

State Capitol Reception
by the California State Legislature
Monday 9 June 2025

JCNC
Q)f/lgaﬁm Pctuies
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Scan Qr for link to
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floor of the
California Assembly
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May your efforts for Fin Shasan Bhaktl, Seva and Semarpants
continue uninternupted with utnmost enthusiasm, for generations 1o
oome.
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Dar JCHEC Committenioard Mambars,

W bl ool warmesd congratulations on JCNGs 28th Annrersary and
gralude dor salecting Shrimed Raichandrs Ashram, Agas 1o pedorm the
o e )

ﬁmwmmwwmu
the folowsrn of Shimsd Rachandes, providing a sacred space for o
Aaradhna and spirtual pursuits.

Your inchsive h. embracing o
within the Jain comemunity.

Aaa community of mummukshius Iollowirg Strimad Rajohandra's isachings,
we Bhank JCHC's lsaderchip for fostarng o harmoniows environmenl

W intraduce oursslves as Shima Rajchardrs Ashram, Agas estabiished
by Lagwaj Swami aver 100 years ago. Notably, our revered loader

dodged Strimad Rajhandraji ns ha Pratyaksh Guns, exemailying
humiity and devolion.
Your appeoach of supporting [he rue veniure inspired my Sl and st vialt
tarArmrica, desptie my § I
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Respected Dr, Praveen JI
Con Swearstd,

=)

|~

| am delighmed 1o hear that the kain Certer of Milpitas is cefelrating its 2530
anmiverzary, My spiritual connection with the Jain Cender goes bock a long
Wiy -=even bafore the bempls wis Built. in those sarty days, § did Paryashas
Sadhana 44 the Hindu Lén Combirsd Temgle,

When | wisibed in 1990, the respected Achsna Shei Sushil bund )l encouneged
e et 0 e the cosmenundty in obserdng Panpahan | came, receheed immense
respect fram sl af yow, and together, we engagesd in deep ipiitusl pracice.
Since ihen, | have contineed to visi, absays necelving your swarmith and

{,ﬂu\ affection,

‘B! A5 o celebrate thin milestons 25th anniversary, | secsely flope it brings new
st hesghis of growth and success to you and the entire commundty,
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Jain philosophy has always upheld ahimsa and
vegetarianism, principles that are deeply rele-
vant fo our world today. May the compassionate
message of Mahavir and all the Tirthankars
reach those in need across our troubled planet.

With love and blessings,
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

b T

S

Sadhguru
K

Namaskaram,

My heartiest congratulations and blessings to
each one of you on the 25th anaiversary of the
Jain Center of Northern Califormia.

On whis day, let ws remembar that the world is
nol a globe. The world ix its people. Withowr
peacefiel human beings, there iv no peacefil
sactety, nation or world becaune what you ree
in whe world i fust a larger manifesiation of
what ix happening in human minds. Unless we
create peacefiel human beings, there carmot be
a peacefiul world,

T creale an individual who is peaceful, you need fo be a Mahavir Thal means
you must have the courage fo fackle the bazis of vielence within yourself Iff you
look af yourself how mary moments in o day can pou ol stand the pereon next
fo you. You tryimg fo hold yourself back ix goeing to work only jior a certain
period of time; somewhere it s bound to explode. So, in owr day-fo-day lives, we
newd @ culiure of peace — how ruman beings can msintain their bodies, minds,
emotions and energy in a shate of peace filnees,

Az there is a science and technology io creale exiernal wellbeing, there is o
whaole science and fechnology fo create inner wellbeing, Az we have engineered
the word the weay we wand i, it ig equally imporfant that we enginesr our
imteriorily the way we wani it o be. This is what Yoga is about.

It ix time war all focus our gffores in thiz direction beeawse In iz the only way
Ot Let ux make if happen.

Blessings,

- : _?”?w UG"‘E. : .
aq:i SADHGURU~-JAGGI-VASUDEV gg.

1"!"? HH MAHANT SWAMI MAHARA]

it | (Svearni Keubun b
e

7 March 2025
Sydney, Australia

Shri Birenbhail Shah,
Jain Center of Morthern Califarnia

Pranam.
Jai Swaminarayan,

HH Bahant Swami Maharaj was pleased to learn about the 25th anniversary
celebrations of the Jain temple at the Jain Center of Northern Californda (JCNE),
He has prayed ta Bhagwan Swaminarayan and Pramukh Swami Maharaj that
this milestone brings spiritual upliftment, unity, and continued devation to
dharma for all members of the Jain community.

MCHC's efforts in preserving and nurturing lain traditions while fostering
harmiony among diverse practices are truly commendable, Such endeavors
strangthen the values of fasth, non-violence, and rightecusness, which serve as
guiding principles for society. May Bhagwan bless this cocasion with success,
and may all attendess be inspired to deepen their spiritual journey and uphold
thieir cherished values.

Prayers are offered that the commemaorative celebrations and interfaith
outresch initiatives further promote peace and understanding. May Bhagwan
bestow strength and wisdom upon all who contribute to this noble cause.
With innermost prayers for peace, prosperity, and progress,

Jal Swaminarayan from Sadhu Shrutipriyadas for HH Mahant Swami Maharaj.
Jai Swaminarayan from Sadhu Keshavjivandas

[HH BMahant Swaml Mahara|, Spiritual Head, BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha)

BAPd. 4 M, = h

= = Eox,




Bhupendra Patel

Message
India, emong pll culres, has one of the oldest histories
odvocnting intentional or unintentionad non-violence. Kindness and

e, 330320038

compassion are the factors that have been woven in oor lives. Being -

a 3ocial animul there i a sense of common humanity that unites
people of all nations. Humanity leads us 10 be spiritual and our spirit
afbrws us 1o be 8 human. Spiritual discourses leads people fo
embrace troe hamanity. Fuch life is immensely valuable lo the
concerned people, regardidss o the circumstances and there is no
word 10 adequately convey 8 human being's existence.

I much plessed to learn that Juin Center of Northern
California (JCNC) is pursuing 1o provide ench Join tradition their
o spiritund space to practice their own wiy In order 10 strengthen
and enhance greatee Hurmony ond Unity smong all is members. |
ami delighted to learn that this year marks the 25th Anmiversary af
Juin Temple at Milpitas CA and 8 two-week long celebrations
from 25™ July to 5 August, 2025 are being organiced ot Milpitas
CA, USA, It s heantening 10 Jeamn that as a part of the multi-facet
celebrations a Souvenir Book s being published 1o mask the Silver
Tubilee of JCNC. | hereby convey my bedl wishes 1o Team-JCNC
inchuding all itz volunteers and stakeholders for the success of the
malti bayered event s for the memorubbe Souvenle.

{Bhupendra Patel)

row Mirgmbibai Shah,
.uu Ce-mql‘.lvnlrl aliflurmia CUNC],
TR, Soath bsin Sueer, Milpiias, Ca SHO3 w.
Bl + AL 208 WG

A NI

Message

Prar Memisers af the Jain Center af Harthern Califarnia,

et mmrﬂﬂmehkhmrHWMnn
your 25th Anmiveriary.

This remarkabla milestors refiects your unwavering dedication In fostering unity
and promating Jain valses of nen-vickerte, compassion, and sarvice wathin the

commanity.

Ax g Consel General, | commerd your efforts in sdvancing interfaith
understanding and cultural divers iy,

Congratutatians on reaching ihis significent milestoes,
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Unngress of the Huited States
Honsr of epresratalives
Mlesyisgiten, D 205850505

Yinited States Senate

WAZHNCTON, [T 1Ak

Apal IR 3023

D Mezsbions of e laén Cener of Horthom California,

§ e writing o cxsend my mincesess Sclicitationn s hosl mishos o e lain Hhawan asd in
eclebealbin of e 267 ety
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July 25, 2025
Tain Centzr of Norshern Califorma
Milpitss, €A
RE: Congratulatary Letter for 5% Anniversary

Dear Members of the Jain Cender of Northern Califoria,

Comgnatulations on celebrating 25 vears of service to the neaty 3000+ Jain commmities acuss
the Sam Franctsco Bay Area and Nonders Californin

promoics diversity by providing each with a spirttual space 1o practice in their own way,
enbancing karmony and ety among members. Yoo commitment o hemanitarian and
community effeets through bosting cabumal and charitable evens, & well & engaging youth and
encouraging therr educationad passuits, v admirable. | wish you.al] the very hest 25 vou continus
your woek in the community for years 1o come.

Your peoven resulrs are deeply sppercisted s commended Congratulasions!
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Tvshingtan, BE 20452815
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July 25, 2025
. DAVE CORTESE
Dear Friends, l u CaLiFonsia SENATE 157 DisTRicT
I 'would like to take this opportunity 10 congratulate the Jain Center of Morthern California (FCNC) e
om ies remariable 2%th anniversary. It is sy a millesione worth celebrating, and | am hosored o 1021 O Seroet, Swite TSH0
recognize your organization for its significant coniniulions to our commumty. Sacrameno, CA 95K14
Phone: {%16) 6514015
As the Sute Assemblymember for Califomia’s 24k Assembly District, | am deeply proud of the Distrit (Hice
diverse and vibram commusiry we share, and [ am especially graeful for the presence of JUNC 1155 Meridian Avenuc, Suiio 100
Since its foending in Awgust 2000, JCNC has served i 8 spirimal, culiund, snd educational bescon San Josc, TA 95125
Tor the Jain commsunity, eagiching the lives of coustless individuals and fumilses. Fhane: {408) 7251154
Seprenton cotesc i senale G go
Foa 35 wears, JONC has bocs & sanctuary where the cone values of Jainiim—son-violnes, woew |}, semane £ gory
compakioon, and mindfulness—ane practiood and cherithod B offirs a space for refloction and
I spaitual growth, prosviding opportunitics for worihip, devotion, and a doeper connoction i Jam Greetings b und g © the Jiim G of Nosthern Califoria

dharma. The cormmstmsent of those who hive contributiod b the coster's sucoess is truly impiring.

Throughout the years, BTHC bas been a bub of unity, hosting refigious ceremonies, cultural events,
and educational programs that fosiey inclusivity and a sense of beloaging for all generations. | had
ithe pleasure of hosting lain commenity members from across the sise at the Califomia Swie
Capiiol lxw vesr w celebente Mahavir layanti—a reflection of the siroag ity bonds that
JONC e,

Omce sgain, cosgranularioas oo whe Jain Cemer of Nonhem Califorrds oo this iscredible
achicvesncnt. Please feel froe w reach ou 1o my office ot (403) 262-2501 shoudd | be of any
SARIRLIAGE 10 i OF Your memshers in the futwre,

Sinceeely,

Alex Lee,
Assemblymember, 24* District

(OO} om this mosnensous occasion of JORNC's 48 Anniversary

I commend the Jam Center of Morthem California for promoting “Unity in Diversity™ by
providisg a welcoming space where Jais community members with differem raditions
may come tagether b worship and deepen their undenzamding of the Jain dhanma, and for
it% lasting contributions to the Bay Area’s culbaral, spinitual, and community life.

The Jain Center of Nonhern Califormda’s dedication s the princaples of nonviclence,
compassion, and service continue o serve & an inspiration. | am deeply graseful for the

positive Empact the JONC's effons have on the lives of residents in ey dismicr and
throughout Keathern California.

(y

Senator Dave Cortese, 15 District

Wity of Hilpitas
455 £ Calweras Blvd
Madpina, Califoersa 95035

Milpitas

1% April 2025

Ta,
Biren Shah, Media-FR. Head
Jain Center of Morthem Califomia, Milpitas

[Dhear Friends,

Greetings 10 all of you at Jain Cemer aff Morthern Califormia as you come together for the grand
celebrations of the 25* Anniversary of Jain Bhawan and Temple here in Milpitas. This is a very
special moment for all of ws.

Ohar places of worship are very impanast issituions in te Ciry of Milpitas. Although it is
vilally imyportant that a city grows economically, # i5 equally important that a community grows
spiritually. | have always believed that an ideal city can match it financial sscoess with a
population that perpetustes good values and encourages conduct that is moral, wplifting and
courageous. | wish to especially ¢ d all of the volunt whi bave ¢ ibuted to the
successful thriving of the Jain Temple over the past iwenty-five years. | commend the poccess of
the 25* anmiversary celebeations, This Center is 4 asset 10 this community in providiag relighous
and Lasguage education, interfaith conferences and religious, social and cultural cebebemicns,
Thask vou for the good deeds you are performisg for our community. | wish you the very best
and welcome vour civic invelvement in the City of Milpits

Simcenely yours,

Carmen Mostano
Mayar
City of Milpitas, California

C A L1

Ol

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

F O Rk N I

Jain Center of Northern California
I recognition af the 25th Anniversary of the Jain
Temple in Milpitas, | commend the Jain Center af
Northern California for its lasting contributions to the
Bay Area's cultural, spivitual, and community life.
Your dedication to the principles of nonviolence,
compassion, and service continues 1o inspive.

GUe..

August 2, 2025
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Jain Center of Southern California

B gl 2L, 3906

From: lsi Certer ol Souerm Cabformas (I05C]

Pennare b L Rsenedn 1o The entiss AONC Sangh Parkenr, oo cherithnd brother bnd simers,

O gl of the Jain Comtar ol Soatern Cablformis (ICECL, & i with immarn joy snd haartiel
diration That we tind dur wirmes] congratulitiond B the ki Cemter of Morsern Calliormin
[ACME] 0ot et Poirvetribans Dxccinboon of yiurt 1300 afviversary

Thi wilver juisibes i ot just & ceisbration of S, but & Sribute B your visench commitment o lsin
wiharh, GOy HETVEE, e el cleeiten W Dhaiie I rerruriable v, KON b bleaiorred
it 8 asred Bghtiouss of Liin phooiy—s plice whins [enacaions Aaes 0ome 10 1k RRsE,
prarpenia, and profound connedtion with cur Trthaskan” teachings.

s pour o stes epasiiation, JCSC feek & deep v of pricks, atlection, aed ipartes irhip in
wiriing HONC fourih. Dur journey huve shisyt been o, ard e g truly
il e by s, rarturing, cich olhor Urough thared apieatioss and & common devotion

Wi B I reserenon 10 The witkarany fosnai whea L the foundation of this divines inttitation, and
o every woluroer, inader, and devoton who Ras enriched JCHNC' legacy. Tour milbilons & nol st
ORI ko — 1 3 DElhe N e Thet AT Lk dlaapora

Podiry this cobsbration inmpics contind rowth, unity, snd e ridint ipesd of len charma for
RIS 1 (0T Ve e Pl D0 Y Pl i L it 000 aa] v vima ol on B,
biesringe, and snthesiantic partiipation

b Srvd aed Sadhbhurea,

Zeetadd

Sampar M. Shah, JC5C Pevsidert, on baball of lsin Cenber of Southees Calibrmis Famiy
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Jain
o

1830 Anna Ln, Vista, CA 92083
Phone: (760) 440-5246

May the teachings of our Tirthankars continue fo be a guiding force for
all around ws, Jain Society of San Diego extends wishes of joy & gratitwde
Jor this auspicious occasion af JOCNC & Silver Anmiversary! Arumodna for
the sovgh thet enabled o beautiful extension of Jainism fo this world, by
wery af @ state-of-the-ari, magnificent temple & their selflexs service over
a quarter of a century! We wish you well and hope to join in the
Jestivities.,

Sincere regards & Jai Jinendra!
Jain Society of San Diego, Vista, California

& S004ch3) Mon-Profit Organization, EIN 331096724
bt e oog
10375 Ol Placerville Road, Sacramento, CA 95827

- SAN CENTER OF
slipi” GRIATER SACEAFINTO

Dicar JONC Commusmaty,

O behall of MOGS, we exiend our beantlicll congratulations on your 25ih ansiversary.
This milk isa 1] ing dedication 1o Jain principles, faith, and
comemnily service. Dhver the yean, JONC has been & beacos of spiniual guidance,
compassion, and anity, Espiring many Jains across the LUSA.

“nlmdmpl} gratcful for the bond we share and sincercly appreciaie your conlimeos
sapport and Your ibutions have not caly he'l_pedll."f‘%pw but
hv:lhn:htn;ﬂhmdﬂx:pniof&cnlﬂl:

within our y.

As you celebrate thes silver jubibee, we reflect on the profiound impact JONC has had on
the wider Jain community. May this anniversary be a time of joy, reflection, and remewed
Fnspiration for all,

Omce again, congrabalations on this incredible achievensent. May the Blessings of the
Tuthankars abways be with you, and may JCNC contine B0 thrive, spreading the wisdom
of Jain Dharema. We look forwand 1o many more years of collsboration and shared
progresa.

With beantfell gratitude and warm wishes,

JTLA

duin Temple of Low Angeles

10105 Commerce Avenue, Tujunga, CA 91042

Best Wishes Irom le of Los

On behalf of the Jain Temple of Los Angeles, we extend our
heartfelt congratulations to the Jain Center of Northern
California on the momentous occasion of your 50° anniversary
since establishment and 25 anniversary of your temple
building.

This remarkable milestone reflects the dedication, unity, and
spiritual strength of your community. Your continued efforts to
preserve Jain values and promote ahimsa, compassion, and
knowledge have been an inspiration to Jains across the nation.

We are honored to celebrate this jovous occasion with you and
look forward to joining in the festivities from July 25th through
August Sth. May your sangh continue to flourish for
generations to come,

With admiration and warm regards,
Jain Temple of Los Angeles
Rajesh Shah, President
Board of Directors & Sangh Members

Shubh Shab, President, }'GS
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o JAIN UNITED SANGH OF BAY AREA

L. ¢ e b

To the Wespevaed Lesdership of JONC,

O behall of JUSEBA Sangh, i Is with imsserse pride and heartfeli jov thai | exieod our warmest
gratulations on he eccanlon of the 25th Anniverssry of the Jain Center of MNortierm
Calfiformds (JUNCL

Sance i1y esmblishmeni in Auguss 2000, JUNC has emerped as 3 spirimal, ouleral, e edocagonal bub for
Jaims i e By Ares and beyoed A e home of (e Mirst Jals temple bn Nerih Americs with Pras
Prathdibt | Anjan Shalabba) Pratissn, K750 has shad 46 3 sanctusry b practicing and peocrving cine
Jwin valers—Alimaa, Apungraba, Anchanival

Chver thee el 25 yewrs, WM b Deailt e Than fod & tesple— it hes buill & ihivisg commasity. Yoor
mpactlol pvosts, Tom dac grand e Gihar Yais in Mabavie Jayeii adehistion, sul now your
winionary shop of soquiring new ks for fubare expomsdon, roflocs not only commesmes & dition, i
aleo u readiness (o evolve and serve fatere geserations. ¥ our comtributioss o Jain sdocaiion, interfskh
{iak ol culinngl E iy v lasing mark

M IUSEA, we view JCNC 35 gn elkder brother Sangh-—one that has paved ibe way and impined oar own
growth. One of de mosi souching examples of this bond was the pecont Seniesr Miser Group's Chaitya
Fanputi Vasrs o JUSBA, o beautiful desronstration of spiriiual kindip ssd shared valées. May MO
ommiinge bk reast proater belghis in seva, sprinisality, and iy leaderikip

With Hesrifelt Gratitode.
Adanih Jais
Proddent, JUSHA Sangh

Digambar Jain Sangh of Northern California

Mach 15, 2025

Oy behall of the Digambar Jaen Sargh of Rorihetn Califomia. il is with immenss joy and
piclound respect thal we exiend cur haarfelt congratulstions on the 25th arnmbesnsary of
Pran Prstishtha of the JCHC Mg Jan Temple. For a guaster century, it has siood ss
a beacon of HTEAY TR | STEATT aET S e, o and A d with the
inestiutional promosan of Jain princphes

Tho dedication of JGRC s leadership and members has created an enveonmaent whena
Jain traditions fiourish, fosiening unity and strengthening cur bonds @5 @ community,
JOMNG hias anrchad i Bees of Sa IR KT whils shaning thase universal viduss
with trs brosder Amenican society. Your dedicalion o enabling daily puja, prayers.
candusting religcus and culten festvals, educational programes, and charitable
imatiathoes Fas dermonasrabed the Inding relevancs of Jainism in oday's workd. Mot
e m, impartsntly, JONC his onsblod newly arived familas to feed at homa through virous:
" i reguiar svents and volunioernng activities With the Jain and language classes, our
woulh are enablad icwands the path of sef leaming of onginal Jan erature and
scTiphurEs
As wo colebrate Mis hisiono occason, wi honor JORCs past schievements and look
forward 1o the fubure with anticipation. On behalf of DU Sangh, | em excited o continug
thig journry alongside JOMNC and look foremnd io strengthening our bonds and wish o
Suppodt sach ofnes n our collesive pursail of Jain isachengs and service 1 tha
commurdy, May 1he drving blessings of Bhagwon Mahanoar and all tha Tirtharkars =
@i JCHC 10 whn grodter FMgnEs in e R0cred Metadn of promoling R,

With gaapaEl reaped] and aparitieal solcarity,

Eumum lain
Prawidant,

Digambar Join Sargh of Momhenn Tl o




Invited Religious Dignitaries and Scholars

Samni Niyojika Madhur Pragyaji

Samani Madhur Pragyaji is a senior disciple of HH Acharya
Mahashramanji and the head of the Samani order. Initiated

in 1980, With a Master’s in Jainism and over 40 years of
experience, she serves at Jain Vishva Bharati Institute in
Ladnun, Rajasthan. She is known for leading meditation
sessions, giving lectures around the world, and promoting
Jain values like non-violence and mindfulness. With extensive
national travels across India and international representation
in countries such as the UAE, UK, USA, Singapore, Indonesia,
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Italy, Germany, and Nepal, she
has become a respected ambassador of Jain philosophy and
intercultural harmony worldwide.

Dr. Samani Amal Pragyaji

Dr. Samani Amal Pragyaji, a disciple of HH Acharya
Mahashramanji, is a distinguished scholar and professor at
Jain Vishva Bharati Institute. She holds a Ph.D. in the impact
of Preksha Meditation on forgiveness and has led many
meditation camps and talks worldwide. She serves as Assistant
Director at the Bhagavan Mahavir Research Centre and edits
the journal Tulsi Prajna. Her global engagements have taken
her to the UAE, UK, USA, Singapore, Vatican City, Rome, Italy,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Nepal, where she
continues to share the timeless values of Jain philosophy and
nonviolence.

Shri Narendrabhai Nandu

Shri Narendrabhai Nandu, lovingly called “Bha,” is a respected
Jain vidhikar and pravachankar with over 30 years of service.
He has performed over 200 Pratishthas and 50 Anjanshalakas
around the world and continues to guide Jain communities in
India and abroad. He has performed over 50 Anjanshalakas
and 200 Pratishthas globally, with notable events in cities

like Detroit, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Antwerp (Belgium),
London and beyond. He gives discourses during Paryushan
across various parts of India and the USA and he is known
for his commitment to Jain rituals, fundraising efforts, and
spreading spiritual wisdom through discourses and events.

L 32 C2=




Invited Religious Scholars and Speakers

Shri Jaykumar Upadhye

Jaykumar Upadhye is a respected Prakrit scholar and retired
professor with over 20 years of teaching experience.

He holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in Prakrit and has written five
jain religious books including Shri Shantinath Pooja Vidhan,
Shrutsavardhini, DasLaxna Dharma on Jain rituals and
philosophy. He has published numerous research articles and
conducted seminars on various aspects of Prakrit and his
contributions to Jain literature and language studies are widely
recognized.

Shri Pramodbhai Patel

Pramod Patel, a third-generation Bay Area native, has been
involved in Jain Dharma (Shrimad Bhakti) activities since
childhood. His family’s Jain group has been active in the
region for over 75 years. Pramod bhai has played a key role at
JCNG, including during the Jain Bhawan construction, serving
as Vice President and holding various Religious and Board
positions. For nearly 25 years, he has led Shrimad Bhakti and
Swadhyay programs. He lives in the Bay Area with his wife
Roshni and daughters Jeenali and Agna, and enjoys reading
philosophy and playing golf in his free time.

Deesha Didi Ajmera

Deesha Didi began her spiritual journey through studies under
Param Gurudev and has served as a Pathshala teacher with
JSMW and Look n Learn Online. She has been active in Young
Jains of America (JAINA entity) and continues to grow by
teaching and learning Jainism in the U.S.

=< 33 Co=




Invited Religious Vidhikars

Shri Harshilbhai Shah

Harshilbhai has spent the past 18 years performing Jain pujas,
anjanshalakas, and pran pratishtha vidhis as both a vidhikarak
and sangitkar. He has led Paryushan aaradhanas and over 50
pratishtha ceremonies around the world, including in London,
Australia, Antwerp, Dubai, and Africa—most recently at JSMW.
Professionally, he is a respected professor, teaching CA, CS, and
MBA courses at various institutions.

Shri Moxitbhai Mehta

Shri Moxitbhai Mehta is an accomplished Sangit Visharad in
Vocal Indian classical music and is known for his Dharmik
Swadhyay (spiritual discourses) and musical performances.
Professionally, he works as an engineer at an IT company based
in San Jose, USA, with offices in Vadodara, India.

Shri Viragbhai Shah

Viragbhai Shah, age 26, comes from a deeply spiritual family
with eight family members having taken Diksha. A Tapovan
graduate with a solid academic background, he is well-versed in
Jain rituals and has quickly become a respected youth mentor.
In just over a year at JCNC, he has inspired many through his
deep knowledge and dedication to Jain values.

Adhyapak Shri Jayeshbhai Khona

Adhyapak Shri Jayeshbhai Khona is a respected Jain scholar
and educator who has inspired audiences in over 200 cities
worldwide through spiritual talks and workshops over the past
30 years. He has taught Jain philosophy at UC Berkeley and
Santa Clara University, conducted Paryushan Parv globally,
and mentored young leaders. His contributions include social
projects like a Jain Gaushala and the world’s first 14 Raj Lok-
shaped bird house in Kerala. He recently led the rare Diksha
ceremony of Shri Rishibhai in Shahpur Tirth. He is a true
ambassador of Jain values, compassion, and wisdom.

L 34 =D



Invited Guest Speakers

Dr. Gnanvatsal Swami, Motivational Speaker

Pujya Dr. Gnanvatsal Swami is a globally respected life coach
and inspirational speaker from BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha.
He was initiated as a Sadhu in 1992 by His Holiness Pramukh
Swami Maharaj. Over the past 33 years, he has delivered more
than 15,500 life-enhancing talks across 32 countries, inspiring
over 3 million people, including more than 5,000 leaders from
diverse fields. Known for blending timeless spiritual wisdom
with modern relevance, his talks empower audiences to live
with clarity, purpose, and values.

Dr. K. Srikar Reddy, Guest of Honor

Dr. K. Srikar Reddy is a Consul General of India at San

Francisco, Calif. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in
~ the year 2001 and served in various positions at Indian

| Missions including Germany and Switzerland. Dr Reddy
was a Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of India to the
World Trade Organization and Consul General to Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam. He was the Chief Negotiator of India for
the India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
and Partnership Agreement and India-UAE Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement.
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Girishbhai and Dattaben Shah Family, Campbell CA
W

v
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Congratulations to Sakal Sangh and JCNC leaders on the 25"
anniversary of Jain Bhawan and the 50" anniversary of Jain
Samaj (Jain Milan) in the Bay Area.

You all have contributed immensely with Tan, Man and Dhan
in making JCNC a vibrant community which has grown from a
few families 50 years ago to over 2500 families today.

Our heartfelt thanks and congratulations to all.
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¢ On this joyous 25" anniversary of our beloved JCNC Derasar, Vora family extends heartfelt wishes for

; continued prosperity and spiritual enlightenment. :
May the teachings of Jainism forever illuminate our paths.

We are proud to be part of this vibrant community that upholds our precious Jain values.




Platinum Promoter
Madhu and Navindra Jain

Celebrating Twenty-Five Years of JCNC

For twenty-five years, JCNC has been
a beacon of Jain Dharma in northern
California, offering a haven of spiritual
enrichment and solace, an oasis of refuge
and renewal amidst the stress-laden fast
life of Silicon Valley. More than a temple
— it is a nurturing space where friendships
blossom, traditions are upheld, and the

timeless values of Jain Dharma are shared
across generations.

As inheritors of the great traditions of Jain Dharma - the eternal truth propounded by
omniscient Tirthankaras, passed down with devotion by those before us, we hold a sacred
duty - to safeguard these traditions and pass them along, unaltered, to those after us. We
look to JCNC carrying forward this legacy with enduring strength and wisdom.

As we commemorate this remarkable milestone, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to JCNC

for its steadfast commitment to preserving and promoting Jain principles. May it continue
to inspire, educate, and strengthen the bonds of our community for generations to come..

With Wishes
Navindra & Madhu Jain
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Diamond Promoter
Prem Jain, JCNC Past President and Board Chair

Dear Jain Center of Northern
California Family, Congratulations

on two monumental milestones: the
25" anniversary of our beloved Jain
Temple and the 50™ anniversary of our
organization! These celebrations are a
testament to the dedication, hard work,
and unwavering commitment of each
member of our community.

Over the years, our temple has been a
place of worship and learning, fostering

the values of Jainism and enriching our
lives. As we commemorate these significant achievements, let us reflect on our journey
and the lives we've touched together.

In the spirit of our teachings, let us continue to embrace compassion, Ahimsa, and
forgiveness. These principles guide us in our interactions with one another and the
world, reminding us of our duty to promote kindness and understanding.

Here's to many more years of growth, learning, and community. Let’s come together to
celebrate our heritage, uphold our principles, and pave the way for future generations.

Warm wishes,
Prem and Sandhya Jain
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Diamond Promoter . -\
Rakesh, Ami, Siya, Aeva, Rajendra & Dhruvlata Shah

For the past 25 years, JCNC has been an integral part of our lives—a true [ .
- second home. It has enriched our values and provided a space of peace and |~
: reflection. Whether it’s Puja, Pathshala, Aarti, Aangi, Board meetings, :
drama and dance practices, PVSA, or cooking, each activity has shaped our
identity and strengthened our character. We are deeply grateful for the

opportunity to serve and be part of this incredible community..

Jainam Jayati Shashanam

l&;rAml Shah CPA

Innovative and Holistic Tax Planning

We help you keep more of what

you work hard for!

www.amicpa.com info@amicpa.com 408.548.7179
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When Tradition Meets Technology:
Reimagining JCNC Through Al

Living in the heart of Silicon Valley - the global hub of innovation and Al - we are surrounded by
groundbreaking tools like ChatGPT and Google’s latest technologies that are transforming the
world. At the same time, we follow a religion rooted in wisdom that spans thousands of years.

I wanted to explore how these two worlds - ancient Jain values and modern Al - can come
together. Using ChatGPT, I generated creative visual interpretations of the JCNC temple in
various popular artistic styles. The results were both inspiring and imaginative, and I'm excited to
share this unique blend of tradition and technology with our community through this souvenir.

Original mage - Jain Center of Northern Calornia

Throughout this souvenir we would like to show how JCNC is embracing Al technology to
honor Jain heritage in a fresh, artistic, and engaging way. This concept will enhance the overall
experience of the 25" Anniversary Souvenir while staying rooted in Jain values.

You will see JCNC in the following forms:

Lego, Origami, White Marble Sculpture, Warli (Tribal Art), 3D Structure, Crochet,
Disney, Foggy, Charcoal, Balloon, Cloud, Floral, Crayons, Geometric, Minecraft,
Marble, Embroidery, Glowy, Icy, Monet, Sand Castle, Watercolor, Puzzle Piece, Gold-
Silver-Rose, UV Glow, Ink Wash, Mosaic, Oil Painting, Time Slice, Wireframe, Stained
Glass, Pointillism Art.




FELICITATIONS TO
THE JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Parveen Jain, JCNC Chairman and President of
Jain Bhawan Committee (1995-2000),
Past President and Board Chair, and CEO Arihanta Institute

Jai Jinendra!

On this auspicious occasion of the 25™ Anniversary of
the Jain Bhawan Pratisthd, heartfelt congratulations to
aswant  the entire Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC)
' Sangha.

As we celebrate this momentous milestone and
recognize the tireless efforts of JCNC volunteers and
leaders over the past twenty-five years, let us also take a
moment to honor the visionary pioneers who guided
JCNC since its inception in 1975.

We especially acknowledge the unwavering dedication
of the Jain Bhawan Committee and every member of our community—adults, youth, and
children—who contributed selflessly between 1995 and 2000. The realization of Jain Bhawan
stands as proof that even the unimaginable becomes possible when we act without ego, united in
heart and purpose.

Jain Bhawan remains a shining testament to that eternal truth.

Jai Jinendra !
Parveen Jain




FELICITATIONS TO
THE JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Bipin Shah, JCNC Jain Bhawan Construction Committee Chair
(1995-2000), Past President and Board Chair

Rekha and I are very pleased to congratulate JCNC on this very
momentous occasion of having completed twenty-five years in
this beautiful Jain Bhawan, one of the best looking, well planned
and architected Jain Temples in North America amongst close to
seventy plus that have been built over the last four decades.

|| I take special joy in sending this message as I had been extended
o the privilege to be its Chair of the Construction Committee and
with a team of ten other professionals that were adept in all aspects
of engineering and exterior and interior architecture along with
our very competent architectural firm Archevon, headed by Kartik
Patel locally in the Bay area.

Credit has to be extended to the firm of Trivedi Brothers in Ahmedabad for all their work on the
interior marble items and delivering them on time.

One of the major achievements of our Bhawan is that this was one of the first and if not the first Jain
Bhawan to bring two major sects of Jains — Shwetambar and Digambar traditions to come together
under a single roof and build a temple that represents five different sects of Jains — Shwetambar
Deravasi Murtipujak, Digambar Murtipujak, Shwetambar Sthankvasi, Sthankvasi Terapanthi and
followers of Shrimad Rajchadra in the Bay area. With the entire San Francisco Bay area community’s
unity, collaborative financial contributions and dedicated efforts, the project was completed in
record three years including the design and approvals from the city at a total cost including land of
about $7.5 million and JCNC completely paid off this expenditure in a short time period after its
opening in August 2000. This incidentally happened during the term of this writer’s Presidency of
JCNC Executive Committee from 2002 to 2004.

We thank everyone for maintaining the Bay Area Jain Sangh’s harmony during these years and wish
that with the growth of Jain Community in the Bay Area with a lot of younger professional moving
here, that we will continue to grow and expand and continue to set an example of our excellent
governance, democratic management principles and multi sect harmony as we have demonstrated
through all these years in North America.

Jai Jinendra!!
Bipin and Rekha Shah
Lafayette, CA. April 2025

%O 43 =D




FELICITATIONS TO
THE JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Kundi Kapadia, JCNC Fundraising Committee
Co-chair (1995-2000) and Past Board Chair

Congratulations to the entire JCNC Sangh on the 25
Anniversary. Let all of us celebrate it with gratitude and
joy. Our beloved Jain Bhawan has a rich history, and it has
provided blessings to the entire community. As we all know
our Bhawan was the first one in the USA built on the principle
of JAIN UNITY.

For the quarter century Jain Bhawan has provided spiritual
nourishment and it is very inspirational. May the Mulnayak
Adinathdada continue to bless the entire JCNC community.

I thank all who have contributed to building Jain Bhawan and
look forward to its continued growth for many more years to
come. My Gratitude to all volunteers serving our community. I hope for continued growth and
success and Bhawan remains a vibrant with outpouring of blessings on the entire community.

Together we all rejoice memories with the blessing of Adinathdada to the JCNC community.
Let’s celebrate together the 25" Anniversary of Jain Bhawan with joy.

Jai Jinendra!
Kundi and Bipin Kapadia
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FELICITATIONS TO
THE JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Manhar Shah, JCNC Temple and Religious
Planning Committee Chair (1995-2000)

Early FY1996-97, the Jain Center of Northern California
(JCNC) committee members decided to build our own Jain
Bhawan in the San Francisco Bay Area, as our Jain community
had grown to about 250 families.
Looking for a place to worship, we sought an existing building
or land in the Bay Area. Our core team fortunately found a
land parcel and built the beautiful Jain Bhawan - a temple
upstairs and a downstairs auditorium with a commercial
kitchen and dining room.

: Our core team and dedicated volunteers worked so hard to
estabhsh the Jain temple in the heart of the San Francisco Bay Area, with the Anjansalaka (Pran
Pratistha) Mul Naik Pratimajis. Our theme was to remain united across all five sects of worship.

Asapartofthe temple establishment, our family was very fortunate that all Devand Devis, Gabhara
Mulnaik Mahavirswamiji, Chandraprabhuji and Shantinahji with Gomati pratimajis, came to
our home for labh almost 3 months before the Pratimaji installation at Jain Temple upstairs. I
was performing daily poojas and Artis until the day all Pratimajis went to JCNC. All community
members were coming for Darshan and Artis almost every day and everyone participated and
enjoyed.

When the Jain temple was initially built, I served as the Religious Team Chair for the Core Team.
The religious committee designed the Garbhara, Gomati, and Rang Mandap for pooja and worship.
During the main Pratistha Mahotsav in August 2000, my wife, Pratibha, and I coordinated all five
days of events with Muniji Shri Jinchandra Bandu Triputhiji, Shri Bhatarakji, Vidihikar Manojbhai
Haran, Shri Narendrabhai Nandu, and the Shrimadji team. Our religious volunteers worked from
6:00am to 11:00pm each day, and the Pratistha ceremony was a great success. We were so happy
to see each and every member of our volunteer team at the temple and deeply appreciated the
dedicated service they offered with their hearts. Over the five days of Pratistha, more than 20,000
members participated. Our temple was the only one to have Anjan Salaka Mulnaik Pratimajis
when we built the JCNC.

In October 2024, we successfully installed three new Dhwaj Dands with shashtra. Our Jain
community has now grown to over 2,000 families, and the Jain Bhawan is open every day from
7:00 am to 9:00 pm.
Jai Jinendra !
Manhar Shah
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FELICITATIONS TO
JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Jay Itchhaporia, JCNC Temple India Project Committee Chair (1995-2000), Past President

| Jai Jinendra!

Jayvadan, Tarunika, Dipti & Abhay, and Nita
Itchhaporia congratulate the Jain Center on this
auspicious 25" Anniversary.

Twenty-five (25) years ago, the vision of a Jain
center and temple began as a humble aspiration.

mf 1hrough the tireless efforts, dedication,
™ and selfless service of countless individuals,
including our parents that lived in India for over
eight (8) months getting the multiple murthis
built and shipped to the US, we have been able
to build a place of worship, peace, and reflection
that embodies the timeless teachings of Lord
Mahavir.

May this temple not only be a place where we
come to pray, but also a beacon of light that
spreads love, kindness, and understanding to all
people, regardless of background or belief.

May Lord Mahavir’s blessings continue to
shower upon our temple, our community, and
each of us individually, guiding us on the path
of righteousness!

Jai Jinendra !
Jay Itchhaporia




FELICITATIONS TO
THE JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Girish Shah, JCNC Jain Bhawan Fundraising Committee Co-chair (1995-2000),
Past President (1983-84, 2006-07) and Board Chair (2021)

— Duttaand I are pleased to convey our heartfelt congratulations to

Sakal Sangh on the auspicious occasion of the 25" Anniversary
| of the pran-pratishtha of the Derasar and Jain Bhawan and the
50" Anniversary of Jain Milan, a predecessor organization of
JCNC.

As an early immigrant in the San Francisco Bay Area, Datta
and I were fortunate to be part of handful of Jain families
who envisioned Jain Milan some 50 years ago, which now
become a vibrant institution serving religious, educational and
community services and thereby imbibing Sanskar and cultural values to next generation youths.

On this auspicious occasion we are pleased to go back to memory lane and recall a day when Anjan
Salaka Paratimas arrived from India at the San Francisco Airport.

It was a Friday afternoon, and we received a call, at our home, from the airport freight department
that “Our shipment” had arrived and we should clear it the same day as they will be closed for the
next two days due to the weekend. I assured them that we will be there soon and requested them to
wait for us. I quickly made a few phone calls (no mobile phones in those days) to rent a truck and
came to the airport freight terminal. Datta and I promptly reached and paid the clearing/custom
dues and awaited others to come. As closing time was approaching, I kept urging that our colleagues
will be here soon and please do not close the department. Luckily, others came just in nick of time,
and the truck followed. The crates were loaded on the truck, and we were on the way to Jain Bhawan,
meeting the requirement to perform pooja every 24 hours. All of us had a deep sigh of relief.

All of us are fortunate that ours is the first temple in North America to have Anajan shalaka
pratimas. Jain Bhawan is an integrated Jain temple accommodating all five main traditions, which
was unique in the world some 25 years ago.

Today, JCNC has become a beacon which has inspired many other Jain Centers in North America.
Let all of us take vows to preserve the core values on which this giant institution is built and pass on
it to our next generation youths.

Once again congratulations, and let’s celebrate this milestone year’s celebrations with
a, A SR o |

Jai Jinendra !
Girish and Datta Shah
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JCNC on the 25th Anniversary
M\ SN

May the spirit of Ahimsa and Anekantvaad
guide JCNC to a great future !!!

Biren & Rita Shah Dipan & Jigna Shah
(San Ramon CA) (Edison NJ)

Kalpitkumar & Late Belaben Shah
(Tinton Falls NJ)

Dr Adit Shah, Dr Henika Shah, Adin Shah,
Rahul Shah, Aman Shah
Late Rasiklal and Late Kokilaben Shah Family
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25t Anniversary Celebrations
Core Committee

NITIN SHAH DEVEN SHAH

25" Anniversary Commitiee Co-Chair President
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JAYESH JAIN PARAG SHAH

25"™ Anniversary Committee VP Religious Programs

BIREN SHAH
Past President

NAYAN JAIN )

25" Anniversary Committee =




Arihanta Mangalam, Siddha Mangalam,
Sahu Mangalam, Kevali-Pannatto Dhammo Mangalam !!

/

()

,"(0),' Q) 1’ :‘ \/}%y

!

ON THIS SPECéAL OCCASION OF THE
25 ﬁ/mo'va/b@a/y

With Best Compliments from-
Vasuben Jitendrakumar Shah Family, Jigna - Parag, Hirva and Vihan
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Religious

Ami Shah
Anju Shah
Ashok Sethi
Forum Shah
Jignesh Shah
Milan Shah
Padmesh Parekh
Riya Mehta
Sudhanshu Jain
Taresh Parekh
Vinita Shah
Gautam Mehta

Food

Giriraj Jain
Sahil Shah
Umesh Sagar

Vijay Chopra
Bipin Nepani
Hetan Shah
Ravi Shah
Amit Jain

Parag Shah, Lead

Nishant Sabadra
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w 25™ Aniversary Celebration

Committees

Media-PR
Biren Shah, Lead

Deepak Shah
Kirit Bavishi
Nayan Jain
Niranjan Patel
Pravin Turakhia
Rachana Jain
Rajesh Shah
Rasesh Shah
Sharad Dadbhawala
Vinod Lodha
Pooja Kothari

Technology

Mala Chaudhari, Lead Jinesh Gandhi, Lead Bhavin Shah, Lead
Mihir Doctor, Co-Lead Aadi Shah, Co-Lead Yash Veera, Co-Lead Nirav Shah, Co-Lead

Akshay Kochar
Chintan Shah
Rishi Raj Jain

Roopal Jain

Fundraising Cultural

Yogesh Bapna, Lead Kamalesh Jain, Lead
Nitul Haria, Co-Lead Vipul Kothari, Co-Lead Sharad Shah, Co-Lead Sanket Shah, Co-Lead

Biren Shah Jaina Shah
Dhrumin Shah Jenish Shah
Milan Shah Nikunj Mehta
Mittal Kothari Niyati Shah
Nayan Jain Pooja Kothari
Nitin Shah Ridhi Shah
Sharad Dadbhawala
Sunil Ranka
Jigar Mehta
Ajay Lunawat
Mahak Bandi
Pratibha Mehta
Raj Nathawat
Suhas Mehta
Vinod Baya
Facilities Finance
Jayesh Jain Lead
Hasmukh Patel
Rajiv Jain
Jay Shah
Ronak Shah
Yatrik Mehta
Sarin Mehta
Akshay Jain
Rahul Gala .
Kailash Kothari B
Smit Savla v
Raj Shah -
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A Tapestry of Love: Why This Temple
Holds a Piece of Our Hearts ?
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Our connection to JCNC began in 2014, when we moved to Silicon Valley and lived right across from the
temple. Daily dhwaja darshan brought us peace. and we could truly feel the divine presence of Adinath Dada.
It filled us with pride to have such a sacred institution so close by.

More than a building, JCNC is a jewel on Main Street a symbol of faith, unity and spiritual connection. Living
nearby allowed us to volunteer and find solace, strength. and clarity within its serene spaces.

Beyond personal reflection, JCNC has given us a true sense of community where like minded souls became
family. Our spiritual journey deepened through more fapasva and bhakti. Today, we're raising our children,
Noam and Heom, who consider the temple their second home. They say it takes a village to raise Kids.
This is our village !

We are forever grateful to our parents for grounding us in Jain Dharma, which makes it natural to embrace
and cherish our iconic Jin Shashan.

As we celebrate JCNC's 25th anniversary. we honor not just a temple. but a beacon of light guiding
generations to come.

FROM
MITTAL POOJA NOAM AND i
HEOM ROTHARI

Chandrakanth Babulal Kothari Jayesh Bhogilal Shah
Hasumati Chandrakant Kothari IHarsha Jayesh Shah
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Leads and Co-Leads
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PAH;E SHAH HITL[ I;AHIJ’-'A BIREN SHAH

YOGESH BAPNA SHARAD SHAH KAMALESH JAIN

MALA CHAUDHARI MIHIR DOCTOR JINESH GANDHI AADI SHAH

. e o
VASH VEERA JAVESH JAIN NIRAV SHAH

BHAVIN SHAH
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MAYLUR PATEL RITESH PATANI DEVEN SHAH

Chairman of the Board Secrefary President
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RAHUL PAREKH DHRUMIN SHAH

NIRAV SHAH

GAUTAM MEHTA ANIL RANKA

- PARAG SHAH
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PARAG SHAH

VP of Heligious

JINESH GANDHI
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DEVEN SHAH
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BHAVIN SHAH
VP of Facility

VIPUL KOTHARE MIEAV SHAH

VP of Finance

JAYASHREE SHAH MILONE MO
VW ol Eclircation VP af Eduecation
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NITUL HARIA AKSHAY KOCHAR

Co-VP of Religious CoVP of Technolegdy
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MIRAV KAPADIA RASESH SHAH SANKET SHAH

Co-VP of Education Co-VIF of Public Belations Co-VF of Cultural

SAHIL SHAH
Co-VF Food

RAJIV SHAH HEMAL SHAH ANKIT SANGHAWI
Co-VP of Facility Co-VP of Finance CoeVP ol Privade Fvenls
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Board of Directors
Board Chair

Secretary
President
General Counsel
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Director

Executive Committee

President

VP of Religious

VP of Tech

VP of Education

VP of PR

VP of Cultural

VP of Facility

VP of finance

VP of Private Event
VP of Food

CO-VP of Religious
CO-VP of Tech
CO-VP of Education
CO-VP of PR
CO-VP of Cultural
CO-VP of Facility
CO-VP of finance
CO-VP of Private Event
CO-VP of Food

JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2000

Parveen Jain
Jitendra Shah
Prerana Saraiya
Nita Itchhaporia
Pravin Turakhia
Jay Itchhaporia
Kundi Kapadia
Prem Jain
Pramod Patel
Bharat Kamdar
Bipin Shah
Pallavi Khokhani
Chandra Parekh
Harendra Shah
Girish Shah
Hasmukh Shah
2000

Jitendra Shah

Prerana Saraiya

Sunil Vora

Manhar Shah
Rupa Ajmera
Navin Dedhia
Surinder Jain
Bhavna Shah
Girish Shah
Hasmukh Shah
Varsha Shah
Varsha Vora
Arti Bakshi
Smruti Shah
Harendra Shah

2001

Prem Jain
Yogendra Bobra
Navin Dedhia
Nita Itchhaporia
Arun Bhimani
Jay Itchhaporia
Kirti Doshi
Parveen Jain
Pramod Patel
Bharat Kamdar
Bipin Shah
Pallavi Khokhani
Chandra Parekh
Surinder Jain
Girish Shah
Prerana Saraiya
2001

Jay Itchhaporia

Prerana Saraiya

Sunil Vora

Tushar Vora
Ashok Domadia
Dipa Doshi

Ketan Itchhaporia
Smitin Mehta
Girish Shah
Devang Shah
Nitin Shah

Ritesh Shah
Kinjal Shah

Pramod Patel

2002

Prem Jain
Yogendra Bobra
Navin Dedhia
Nita Itchhaporia
Arun Bhimani
Jay Itchhaporia
Kirti Doshi
Parveen Jain
Pramod Patel
Kundi Kapadia
Bipin Shah
Devang Shah
Pravin Madhani
Surinder Jain
Girish Shah
Prerana Saraiya
2002

Jay Itchhaporia

Prerana Saraiya

Sunil Vora

Tushar Vora
Ashok Domadia
Dipa Doshi

Ketan Itchhaporia

Smitin Mehta
Girish Shah
Devang Shah
Nitin Shah
Ritesh Shah
Kinjal Shah
Bhavini Gada
Pramod Patel

2003

Kundi Kapadia
Yogendra Bobra
Kaishal Dalal
Nita Itchhaporia
Ashok Domadia
Jay Itchhaporia
Hasmukh Shah
Harendra Shah
Pramod Patel
Ambrish Sethi
Bipin Shah
Devang Shah
Pravin Madhani
Surinder Jain
Pravin Turakhia
Tushar Vora
2003

Bipin Shah
Pravin Turakhia
Sudhanshu Jain
Kanan Shah

Raj Shah

Nitin Shah
Harshad Shah
Kaishal Dalal
Nima Gujjar

Datta Shah

Ashok Sethi
Chetan Sanghvi
Shrenik Zaveri
Dhanesh Shah
Harish Shah
Naresh Doshi




2004

Kundi Kapadia
Hasu Shah
Hasmukh Shah
Nita Itchhaporia
Ashok Domadia
Jay Itchhaporia
Chetan Sanghvi
Harendra Shah
Pramod Patel
Ambrish Sethi
Bipin Shah
Devang Shah
Pravin Madhani
Tushar Vora
Girish Shah
Harish Shah
2004

Bipin Shah

Rikesh Shah
Ashok Sethi
Chetan Sanghvi

Parimal Zaveri

Harish Shah

Sandeep Jain

Navneet Jain
Mahendra Shah
Viral Mehta
Heena Nandu
Bhavna Shah

Pradhuman Zaveri

JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2005

Parveen Jain
Hasu Shah
Navin Dedhia
Nita Itchhaporia
Heena Nandu
Jay Itchhaporia
Bhulabhai Patel
Sharad Dadbhawala
Pramod Patel
Ambrish Sethi
Bipin Shah
Ashok Sethi
Pravin Turakhia
Tushar Vora
Girish Shah
Prerana Saraiya
2005

Hasu Shah
Navneet Jain
Mahendra Shah
Viral Mehta

Heena Nandu

Harshad Shah
Sharad Dadbhawala

Sandeep Jain

Navin Dedhia
Rajeev Jain
Yogesh Bapna
Anu Hungund
Anil Ranka

Pallavi Shah
Elna Mehta

2006

Parveen Jain
Hasu Shah
Navin Dedhia
Nita Itchhaporia
Meenaxi Sethi
Jay Itchhaporia
Shailesh Vinayak
Sharad Dadbhawala
Pramod Patel
Nitin Shah

Bipin Shah
Ashok Sethi
Pravin Turakhia
Tushar Vora
Girish Shah
Prerana Saraiya
2006

Girish Shah
Prem Jain
Rajeev Jain
Yogesh Bapna
Kamlesh Mehta
Nitin Shah
Smitin Mehta
Sharad Dadbhawala
Sharad Shah

Vatsal Shah
Rikesh Shah
Jyoti Vora
Vimal Shah

Dr. Jolly Shah
Narendra Mehta
Biren Shah

Munir Vora

2007
Bipin Shah

Shailesh Vinayak

Navin Dedhia
Bijal Vakil
Yogesh Bapna
Jay Itchhaporia
Kaishal Dalal
Parveen Jain
Hasu Shah
Meenaxi Sethi
Biren Shah
Vatsal Shah
Kundi Kapadia
Tushar Vora
Girish Shah
Prerana Saraiya
2007

Girish Shah
Vatsal Shah
Rikesh Shah
Jyoti Vora
Vimal Shah
Dr. Jolly Shah

Biren Shah

Munir Vora

Sulochana Jain
Premal Shah
Sachin Bhayani
Nilesh Doshi
Sharad Shah

Sunil Shah

2008

Prem Jain
Shailesh Vinayak
Prakash C. Jain
Bijal Vakil
Chandra Parekh
Navin Dedhia
Yogesh Bapna
Jay Itchhaporia
Kaishal Dalal
Vikram Bhandari
Hasu Shah
Meenaxi Sethi
Bipin Shah
Kundi Kapadia
Tushar Vora
Sulochana Jain
2008

Prakash C. Jain
Sulochana Jain
Sudhanshu Jain
Ashok Sethi
Mamta Jain
Monali Jain
Harshad Shah
Vikram Bhandari
Hasmukh Shah

Aswin Jain
Nitin Jain
Nirmal Baid
Pradeep Jain
Vibha Vora
Ajay Shah
Manhar Shah
Shobha Vora




Board of Directors
Board Chair
Secretary
President
General Counsel
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Director

Executive Committee

President

VP of Religious

VP of Tech

VP of Education
VP of PR

VP of Cultural

VP of Facility

VP of finance

VP of Private Event
VP of Food

CO-VP of Religious
CO-VP of Tech
CO-VP of Education
CO-VP of PR
CO-VP of Cultural
CO-VP of Facility
CO-VP of finance

CO-VP of Private Event
CO-VP of Food

JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2009

Prem Jain
Bharat Kamdar
Ashok Sethi

Rita Shah

Nitin Shah
Kundi Kapadia
Tushar Vora
Bipin Shah
Hasu Shah
Chandra Parekh

Girish Shah
Pravin Turakhia
Manhar Shah
Aswin Jain
2009

Ashok Sethi
Aswin Jain
Nitin Jain
Prerana Saraiya
Rajeev Jain
Vibha Vora
Ajay Shah
Manhar Shah
Shobha Vora

Parveen Jain
Rakesh Lodha
Sudhanshu Jain
Nirmal Baid
Sunil Ranka
Ajay Lunawat

Princy Jain

2010
Bharat Kamdar

Shobha Vora
Bijal Vakil
Chandra Parekh
Devang Shah
Girish Shah
Manhar Shah
Nitin Shah
Parveen Jain
Pramod Patel
Pravin Turakhia
Prem Jain
Prerana Saraiya
Rita Shah
Shobha Vora
2010

Shobha Vora

Parveen Jain

Manhar Shah
Kamlesh Mehta
Jyoti Vora
Harshad Shah
Rakesh Lodha
Ajay Shah

Nikunj Mehta
Aditi Khajuria
Sharad Shah
Sudhanshu Jain
Parimal Zaveri
Ajay Lunawat
Sachin Bhayani

Vikram Bhandari Anuj Jain

Ashok Sethi

2011

Parveen Jain
Ashok Domadia
Shobha Vora
Bijal Vakil

Devang Shah
Jyoti Vora
Kamlesh Mehta
Manhar Shah
Navin Dedhia
Nitin Shah
Pramod Patel
Pravin Madhani
Pravin Turakhia
Yogendra Bobra
Rakesh Lodha
2011

Shobha Vora
Girish Shah
Rakesh Lodha
Sudhanshu Jain
Sunil Ranka
Giriraj Jain
Ajay Shah
Chand Mehta

Anuj Jain

Sharad Shah
Mahendra Kumar
Sachin Bhayani
Pramod Khincha
Ajay Lunawat
Aditi Khajuria
Manhar Shah
Nilesh Doshi

2012

Shobha Vora
Ashok Domadia
Nitin Shah

Bijal Vakil

Jay Itchhaporia
Jyoti Vora
Kamlesh Mehta
Rakesh Jain
Navin Dedhia
Rakesh Shah
Pramod Patel
Yogendra Bobra
Vatsal Shah
Yogesh Bapna

2012
Nitin Shah

Mahendra Kumar
Sachin Bhayani
Pramod Khincha
Prem Jain
Parimal Jain
Nilesh Doshi
Yogesh Bapna

Ajay Shah

Sunil Ranka

Neeraj Jain

Anuyj Jain

Hemant Fulambarkar
Hasmukh Shah
Giriraj Jain

Deepak Sisodia




2013

Shobha Vora
Ashok Domadia
Nitin Shah

Bijal Vakil

Jay Itchhaporia
Jyoti Vora
Kamlesh Mehta
Rakesh Jain
Pravin Madhani
Rakesh Shah
Pramod Patel
Yogendra Bobra
Bipin Shah
Yogesh Bapna
Nitin Shah
Kaishal Dalal
2013

Nitin Shah
Pramod Patel
Biren Shah
Kiran Shah
Sunil Ranka
Parimal Zaveri
Harshad Shah
Kaishal Dalal
Nilesh Doshi

Nimesh Parekh
Pranay Shah
Sharad Shah
Anuj Jain

Sachin Bhayani
Devang Shah
Harish Shah
Prashant Singhai

JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2014

Bipin Shah
Yogesh Bapna
Kamlesh Mehta
Bijal Vakil
Shobha Vora
Ashok Domadia
Rakesh Jain
Rakesh Shah
Yogendra Bobra
Nitin Shah
Hasu Shah
Harish Shah
Pravin Madhani
Manhar Shah
Pravin Turakhia
Nimesh Parekh
2014

Kamlesh Mehta
Nimesh Parekh
Pranay Shah
Nirmal Baid
Kiran Shah
Neeraj Jain
Devang Shah
Harish Shah
Prashant Singhai

Vatsal Shah
Rikesh Shah
Suhas Mehta
Vipul Kothari
Bhupendra Jain
Harshad Shah
Jayesh Jain
Vimal Shah

2015

Bipin Shah
Navin Dedhia
Kamlesh Mehta
Bijal Vakil

Jyoti Vora
Yogesh Bapna
Rakesh Jain
Rakesh Shah
Giriraj Jain
Nitin Shah
Hasu Shah
Jayesh Jain
Pravin Madhani
Manhar Shah
Pravin Turakhia
Vatsal Shah
2015

Kamlesh Mehta
Vatsal Shah
Rikesh Shah
Suhas Mehta
Vipul Kothari
Bhupendra Jain
Harshad Shah
Jayesh Jain
Vimal Shah

Taresh Parekh
Rupesh Shah
Nimesh Parekh
Ritesh Patani
Deven Shah
Devang Shah

Kamlesh Desai
Bhavin Doshi

2016

Nitin Shah
Navin Dedhia
Yogesh Bapna
Bijal Vakil
Giriraj Jain
Jyoti Vora
Rakesh Jain
Harish Shah
Kamlesh Desai
Kamlesh Mehta
Kirit Bavishi
Manhar Shah
Pramod Patel
Parveen Jain
Pravin Turakhia
Taresh Parekh
2016

Yogesh Bapna
Taresh Parekh
Pranay Shah
Nimesh Parekh
Ritesh Patani
Deven Shah
Devang Shah
Kamlesh Desai
Bhavin Doshi

Mahasukh Vora
Parthiv Shah
Pratiti Jain
Kiran Shah
Parimal Zaveri
Umesh Sagar
Sharad Shah
Ajay Shah

2017

Nitin Shah
Deven Shah
Yogesh Bapna
Bijal Vakil
Navin Dedhia
Mahasukh Vora
Jyoti Vora
Kamlesh Mehta
Kirit Bavishi
Pramod Patel
Parveen Jain
Sunil Ranka
Shobha Vora
Sharad Shah
Girish Shah
Harendra Shah
2017

Yogesh Bapna
Mahasukh Vora
Parthiv Shah
Sachin Bhayani
Kiran Shah
Pranay Shah
Umesh Sagar
Sharad Shah
Ajay Shah

Rakesh Jain
Sunil Mehta
Jayesh Khona
Hetan Shah
Niraj Gandhi
Harshad Shah
Biren Shah
Rajesh Shah




Board of Directors

Board Chair
Secretary
President
General Counsel
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Director

Executive Committee

President

VP of Religious

VP of Tech

VP of Education
VP of PR

VP of Cultural

VP of Facility

VP of finance

VP of Private Event
VP of Food

CO-VP of Religious
CO-VP of Tech
CO-VP of Education
CO-VP of PR
CO-VP of Cultural
CO-VP of Facility
CO-VP of finance

CO-VP of Private Event

CO-VP of Food

JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2018

Kamlesh Mehta
Sunil Ranka
Sudhanshu Jain
Bijal Vakil
Deven Shah
Girish Shah
Harendra Shah
Ritesh Patani
Nitin Shah
Kirit Bavishi
Parveen Jain
Pramod Patel
Shobha Vora
Navin Dedhia
Biren Shah
Rakesh Jain
2018
Sudhanshu Jain
Rakesh Jain
Sunil Mehta
Jayesh Khona
Hetan Shah
Niraj Gandhi
Harshad Shah
Biren Shah
Rajesh Shah

Mittal Kothari
Rajiv Jain
Mitesh Sheth
Anshu Jain
Umesh Sagar
Ajay Shah
Manhar Shah

Somya Ajmera

2019

Nitin Shah
Rakesh Jain
Sudhanshu Jain
Bijal Vakil
Parveen Jain
Vipul Kothari
Ritesh Patani
Navin Dedhia
Shobha Vora
Deven Shah
Anuj Jain
Nimesh Parekh
Girish Shah
Kamlesh Mehta
Manhar Shah
Mittal Kothari
2019
Sudhanshu Jain
Mittal Kothari
Rajiv Jain
Mitesh Sheth
Hetan Shah
Umesh Sagar
Ajay Shah
Manhar Shah

Somya Ajmera

Rikesh Shah
Mudit Khasgiwala
Rita Shah

Rajeev Jain

Ravi Shah

Ajay Lunawat

Ravi Vora
Ankit Vasal
Mala Chaudhary

2020

Shobha Vora
Navin Dedhia
Biren Shah
Bijal Vakil
Anuj Jain
Deven Shah
Jayesh Jain
Jyoti Vora
Manhar Shah
Nimesh Parekh
Pramod Patel
Rakesh Jain
Ritesh Patani
Rikesh Shah
Sudhanshu Jain
Vipul Kothari
2020

Biren Shah
Rikesh Shah
Mudit Khasgiwala
Rita Shah
Rajeev Jain
Ravi Shah

Manhar Shah
Deepak Shah

Padmesh Parekh

Nishant Sabadra

Devkumar Gandhi

Ravi Vora
Milan Shah

2021

Girish Shah
Jyoti Vora

Biren Shah

Bijal Vakil

Bipin Shah
Pramod Patel
Prerana Saraiya
Yogendra Bobra
Sudhanshu Jain
Pravin Turakhia
Kirit Bavishi
Mittal Kothari
Yogesh Bapna
Umesh Sagar
Padmesh Parekh
Ravi Vora

2021

Biren Shah
Padmesh Parekh
Bipin Nepani
Nishant Sabadra
Hetan Shah
Sharad Dadbhawala
Devkumar Gandhi
Ravi Vora

Milan Shah
Mihir Doctor
Nikunj Mehta
Prakash Jain
Nayan Jain

Ravi Shah

Kamlesh Jain

Bharat Kamdar

Niranjan Patel
Nirav Gala




JCNC Esteemed Leaders from 2000 to 2024

2022 2023 2024

Bipin Shah Yogesh Bapna Yogesh Bapna
Biren Shah Nitin Shah Nikunj Mehta
Mittal Kothari Mittal Kothari Deven Shah
Bijal Vakil Nita Itchhaporia  Elna Mehta
Bharat Kamdar Chandni Shah Kundi Kapadia
Girish Shah Anil Ranka Mittal Kothari
Hasu Shah Hasu Shah Taresh Parekh
Kirit Bavishi Kirit Bavishi Mayur Patel
Manhar Shah Ravi Vora Hasu Shah
Nitin Shah Biren Shah Nitin Shah
Pramod Patel Nikunj Mehta Ravi Vora
Pravin Turakhia Sharad Shah Kirit Bavishi
Prerana Saraiya Ritesh Patani Sunil Ranka
Umesh Sagar Rakesh Shah Sharad Shah
Yogendra Bobra Yogendra Bobra  Ritesh Patani
Yogesh Bapna Kundi Kapadia  Rakesh Shah
2022 2023 2024

Mittal Kothari Mittal Kothari Deven Shah
Girish Shah Chandni Shah Taresh Parekh
Prakash Jain Ronak Shah Chintan Shah
Nayan Jain Nishant Sabadra Jayashree Shah
Ravi Shah Deepak Shah Ashish Vora
Kamlesh Jain Gautam Mehta Sanket Shah
Ajay Shah Rahul Parekh Yash Veera
Bharat Kamdar Anil Ranka Mayur Patel
Rajesh Shah Milan Shah Rahil Shah
Nirav Gala Dhrumin Shah ~ Darshana Shah
Chandni Shah Sandeep Gandhi  Parag Shah
Ronak Shah Chintan Shah Jinesh Gandhi
Dhyanesh Bagadia  Jayashree Shah  Pallavi Sancheti
Deepak Shah Ashish Vora Vipul Kothari
Gautam Mehta Sanket Shah Jaina Shah
Rahul Parekh Yash Veera Bhavin Shah
Anil Ranka Mayur Patel Nirav Shah
Milan Shah Rahil Shah Uday Shah
Dhrumin Shah Vishal Shah Mala Chaudhary

Serving with Bhaav:

Anumodna to Volunteers

In the middle of a scorching desert, under
the blazing afternoon sun, a traveler—
drenched in sweat—is rushing ahead,
almost running. He is eager to reach a
distant Jain temple in time for the final
evening pratikraman (a ritual of reflection
and repentance).

After much effort, he finally reaches the
temple just as the sun begins to set. At the
door, he sees a Maharaj Saheb (Jain monk)
stepping out. The Maharaj Saheb gently
says, “Veenay (dear one), the pratikraman
is over. You've arrived late”

Hearing this, a deep sigh—a heartfelt
“Aah”—escapes from the traveler’s chest.
“O Bhagwan,” he laments, “I missed my
pratikraman.”

Moved by the depth of emotion in that
sigh, the Maharaj Saheb pauses and
says, ‘Lets do one thing. I will give
you the punya (spiritual merit) of my
pratikraman today, and in return, you
give me your ‘Aah” The traveler agrees,
and the exchange is made.

That night, the traveler sees Bhagwan (the
divine) in his dream. Bhagwan tells him,
“Veenay, you made a poor trade. The merit
of your sincere, heartfelt Aah'—born from
the pain of missing pratikraman—was far
greater than the merit of the ritual itself”

Sometimes, what appears secondary—
like a sincere feeling—can carry more
spiritual weight than the ritual itself.

I'm reminded of this story often at JCNC,
especially while observing the pure
devotion with which so many volunteers
serve the community. Seeing that I truly
feel that the volunteering may have earned
more punya - simply through their bhaav
(intent and devotion).

A heartfelt Anumodna and Thank You to

the entire volunteer team at JCNC.




FELICITATIONS TO
JAIN CENTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY
Ashok Domadia, Past JAINA President and Past JCNC EC/BOD Member

Congratulations to JCNC EC, BOD and 25" Anniversary
Committee for a grand celebration of our beloved JCNC Tirth's
25" Anniversary milestone.

It feels like yesterday when I was leading the Registration team
for our JCNC Pratishtha under tents across our temple. As first
Religious Co-VP in 2000, we had initiated Monthly Bhavana and
Monthly Namokar Mantra Japp. It is truly satisfying to see that
tradition continues to date.

Over last 25 years, JCNC has experienced highest per centage
growth in membership across USA/ Canada. Together, we have set a high bar and are frequently
used as an example of how to do things right by JAINA and local Jain Centers. For example, we
have successfully transitioned our JCNC EC and BOD to mostly youths, which is an incredible
accomplishment. Youths are the foundation on which future generations will further grow JCNC
Community over the next 25 years.

Best wishes for the spiritual, successful and fun filled 25" JCNC Anniversary Celebrations.

Jayalakshmi Parmar, a member of the JCNC for the past 10+ years
designed Chicago Convention 2025 Logo.

About the logo:

In the timeless wisdom of Jain philosophy, we find the path to peace rooted
in the fundamental principles of Ahimsa (Non-violence), Satya (Truth),

#| Asteya (Non-stealing), Brahmacharya (Celibacy), and Aparigraha (Non-

! possession). These five vows are not mere precepts, but guiding lights that
illuminate our journey toward harmony and understanding.

4T

VON 20
The logo, adorned with the symbols of unity in diversity, is imbued with éﬁf "y
the spirit of these sacred vows. Each color, curve, and element bears Se
witness to the boundless diversity of creation, echoing the Jain principles of < \ " 3
Anekantavada - the recognition of multiplicity and the acceptance of varying A NS
viewpoints. As we gaze upon the logo, let us be reminded of the timeless et sty ot P

wisdom encapsulated within the five Jain vows -
The eternal truth that guides us on our journey
towards unity in diversity as the path to peace.
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Date: March 31, 2025

Atul Shah

{(Camvenar) Dear President of Jain Center of Northern California,
firapsia)

{630) 501-4373 On behalf of The Federation of Jain Association in
Vil Shah K North America (JAINA), it is both an honor and a
(ConConvener] privilege to extend heartfelt congratulations and best
seurrtarglaing, org wishes to the Jain Center of Northern California on
(B4T) BOS-BT55 the momentous occasion of its 25" Temple

Jignesh Jain Anniversary.

{Co-Convenar) This milestone not only signifies the passage of time

(B47) 477-5248 but also reflects the unwavering dedication,
commitment, and tireless efforts of the community in

fBindesh Shah . . .

(MAINA President) preserving and promoting the core principles of

oo Blging org Ahimsa, Satya, and Anekantavada. For a quarter of a

(305) 8901758 century, the Jain Center of Northern California has stood as a beacon of spiritual

Jagar shah solace, cultural enrichment, and ity service, providing an i ‘where

(cam: Seereeany) individuals and families can deepen their connection with Jain values and practices.

As one of the pioneering centers that helped establish JAINA in 1981, JCNC played a

(BA7) 6E8-3785 N N N N i N N

pivotal role in fostering non-sectarian unity among Jains and Jain Centers across
Agury Bhangali North America. As JAINA reflects on the many accomplishments of the Jain Center
Dipak Doihi of Northern California, we also look forward to the continued growth and lasting
?I(u:‘rvlunsmh impact of the temple on future generations. The spirit of unity, service, and devotion
Hemant Shah that this center embodies serves as an inspiration to Gen-X and Jain communities
Hitesh B Shah across the nation and worldwide.
Jainesh Melta e . .
Jigar Shat This 25" anniversary serves as a reminder of our shared heritage and strengthens our
Kalpsna Gandhi i i to upholding the Jain teachings of peace, ion, and
Vanw Shath non-violence.
Makesh Wadher
. ko) Laln With warm regards and in the spirit of Jain Dharma, JAINA extends
:’;‘:{":'éf"né':l its congratulations to all the members, supporters, and volunteers who have
Pracp Gosaka contributed to making this journey possible. May the Jain Center continue to thrive
Pragresh Shah and remain a source of inspiration for many more years to come
Premn Jain .
Rahul Jain Sincerely,
Rajerv Pandya
et Atul Shah
Raju Shah JAINA First VP and 2025 JAINA Chicago Convention Convener
Ram Gada
shan Jain
Shobha vora
Tejas Shah
Ushma Shah

Mailing Address: 148 Trade winds Cir. Sowth Daytona FL 32119,

=L 65 o=




JCNC AND FEDERATION OF JAIN ASSOCIATIONS IN
NORTH AMERICA (JAINA)

Federation of Jain Associations in North America (JAINA), is an umbrella organization of 72
Jain Centers representing 200,000 members in the USA and Canada; with a mission to preserve,
practice, and promote Jain Dharma and Jain Way of Life. With the blessings of Acharya Sushil
Kumarji and Gurudev Chitrabhanuji, JAINA was founded in 1981.

JCNC is a founding member of JAINA and JAINAS registered address is that of JCNC - 722 S
Main St, Milpitas, CA 95035.

JCNC hosted the 6" biennial JAINA Convention during July 4 to 6, 1991, at Stanford University,
Stanford, CA. Convention theme was “Extending Jain Heritage to the Next Generation”. JCNC
hosted the 13™ biennial JAINA Convention during July 1 to 4, 2005 at Santa Clara Convention
Center, Santa Clara, CA. Convention theme was “Extending Jain Heritage in Western
Environment ".

JCNC hosted two conventions of Young Jains in America (YJA) an affiliate of JAINA. In 1996
JCNC hosted 2™ YJA Convention at San Francisco, CA. Convention theme was “Jainism:
Integrating Philosophy & Practice”. In 2004 JCNC hosted 6™ YJA convention at Santa Clara,
CA with theme “YJain? To see, To Know, To Realize”.

JAINA RATNA AWARDEES FROM JCNC

The JAINA Ratna Award is the highest recognition awarded by JAINA for major long-term
contributions to the promotion of Jain religion and its principles. The first such award was
given in 1989. Over the past 35 years 18 JAINA Ratna Awards have been given. Two JCNC
life benefactors — Girish Shah was given award during JAINA Convention at Houston, TX in
July 2011 and Prem Jain was given award during JAINA virtual convention in July 2021 - were
awarded JAINA Ratna award for their exceptional services.

Girish Shah accepted JAINA Ratna Awards p rem.]ain.accepted ]AINA R.atna Awards
during Houston, TX Convention in July 2011 during virtual convention in July 2011




JAINA ADULT RECOGNITION AWARDEES FROM JCNC

JAINA Adult Recognition Award is given in recognition of community services, displaying
unselfish devotion for the advancement of Jain Faith and other significant personal achievements
and for JAINA, local center, YJA and YJP.

From JCNC, Pravin Turakhia, Yogesh Bapna and Biren Shah were honored with JAINA Adult
Recognition Award.

Pravin Turakhia, 2009 JAINA Yogesh Bapna, 2023 JAINA Biren Shah, 2025 JAINA
Convention, Los Angeles, CA Convention, Lakeland FL Convention, Chicago IL

JAINA YOUTH RECOGNITION AWARDEE FROM JCNC

JAINA Youth Recogniion Award is given in recognition of contributions to
YJA or YJP and/or JAINA, participation in youth activities at the local Jain
center and other significant personal achievements and community services.

From JCNC, Komal Shah was honored with JAINA Youth Recognition Award
in 2013.

JAINA PRESIDENTS FROM JCNC
Two JCNC life members served as JAINA President.

Prem Jain, JAINA President (2013-2015) Ashok Domadia, JAINA President (2015-2017)

JAINA DIRECTORS FROM JCNC 2025-2027 TERM

Biren Shah Yogesh Bapna Nayan. Jain




COMPLIMENTS & CONGRATULATIONS
to the

Jaim Center of Northern Califormnia

for Celebrations of it’s

s s th
), D Anniversary

-Visnagar(Gujarat) aur Fremont(California) ke Nivasi
—Vipul, Anamika, Rushali and Anvi Kothari
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Bheda, Hemant & Monisha
Bobra, Yogendra & Kiran
Garg, Gaurav & Komal
Itchhaporia, Jay & Tarunika
Jain, Ashok K. & Shipra
Jain, Navindra & Madhu
Jain, Parveen & Neeraj

Jain, Prem & Sandhya

Jain, Sudhanshu & Lori Lynn
Jobalia, Kirti & Jyotsana
Kamdar, Bharat & Bharati
Kapadia, Bipin & Kundi
Khokhani, Kantibhai
Madhani, Pravin & Vanita
Mehta, Shailesh & Kalpa
Parekh, Rajesh & Daksha
Patel, Dr. Chandrakant & Nirmala
Patel, Pramod & Roshani
Patel, Manjuben Ramanbhai
Saraiya, Hiren & Prerana
Shah, Bipin & Rekha

Shah, Devang & Sunita
Shah, Girish & Datta

Shah, Hasmukh & Harsha
Shah, Jyotiben Jitendra
Shah, Nitin & Sumedha
Sheth, Babul & Shefali
Singh, Rajvir & Swadesh
Vora, Jyotiben Tushar

Jain, Puneet & Rupali

Jain, Manu & Navita

Jain, Mohit

Jain, Ankit

Vora, Viral & Chandani
Shreeshreemal, Geeta & Aswin
Shah, Harsh & Shivangi
Jigna & Kamalesh Jain
Taresh & Kavita Parekh
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Saratoga, CA
San Jose, CA
Atherton, CA

Newport Beach, CA

San Jose, CA
Los Gatos, CA
San Jose, CA
Fremont, CA
Santa Clara, CA
San Jose, CA
Monte Sereno, CA
San Jose, CA
Saratoga, CA
Saratoga, CA
Hillsborough, CA
Los Altos, CA
Turlock, CA
San Carlos, CA
San Carlos, CA
Fremont, CA
Lafayette, CA
Saratoga, CA
Campbell, CA
Fremont, CA
Milpitas, CA
San Jose, CA
Fremont, CA
Los Altos, CA
Fremont, CA
San Jose, CA
Campbell, CA
Venice,CA

Los Angeles, CA
Milpitas, CA
Fremont, CA
Union City, CA
San Ramon, CA
Fremont, CA
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JCNC

JCMHNC HAS TRULY BEEN A SECOND HOME FOR QUR FAMILY,
ESPECIALLY OUR PARENTS, MUKUL AND ANJU SHAH. OVER THE
YEARS, WE HAVE CHERISHED COUNTLESS LIFELONG MEMORIES
WITH THE MOST RECENT HIGHLIGHT BEING OUR PARENTS 50TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION. MAY JCNC CONTINUE TO

INSPIRE TOGETHERMNESS, FOSTER SPIRITUAL GROWTH, AND

CREATE LASTING MEMORIES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

OUR PARENTS
CONGRATULATIONS ON 50 YEARS OF LOVE, RESILIENCE, AND
PARTNERSHIP—A GOLDEN JOURNEY THAT HAS SHAPED OUR FAMILY
IN COUNTLESS WAYS. YOUR DEDICATION TO JCNC REFLECTS THE
STRENGTH OF YOUR FAITH AND COMMITMENT TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

BEST WISHES TO JCNC AND OUR AMAZING PARENTS
ON THEIR WONDERFUL MILESTONES!

AT

PRATITI, RAJAT & SOHUM
CHINTAN, TRISHA & EVA




The Making of the Jain Bhawan

From Vision to Reality: A Journey of Collective Faith, Perseverance and Harmony
By Parveen Jain
JCNC Chairman and President of Jain Bhawan Committee (1995-2000)

The Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC) is a vibrant, forward-thinking community deeply rooted in
Jain values and spiritual commitment. Time and again, JCNC has championed pioneering initiatives that
reflect both its progressive spirit and its rich dharmic legacy. Jain Bhawan stands as a shining embodiment
of these values and the enduring spirit that guides JCNC’s work.

The vision of establishing a place of worship and a central area for social and cultural gatherings was seeded
when Northern California Jain community first hosted Acarya Sushil Kumar in the mid-1970s. Yet, as with
all auspicious endeavors, such milestones unfold only at their destined time. For Jain Bhawan, that moment
arrived with the formation of a new Executive Committee led by Parveen Jain in January 1995. The new
Executive Committee, in its inaugural meeting in January 1995, made building the Jain Bhawan its top
priority.

Phase-1: Attempts to Buy an Existing Building

In early 1995, a dedicated Jain Bhawan Committee was formed, and a preliminary requirements document
was drafted. The initial focus was on acquiring an existing building that had an acceptable historical and
operational background aligned with Jain values. The plan was to renovate such a facility to meet JCNC’s
needs. After an extensive search, the committee recommended purchasing an office building in Milpitas.
However, the offer was withdrawn due to a non-negotiable easement that permitted the transport of meat
and alcohol products through part of the property—rendering it unsuitable for Jain use.

Phase-2: Decision to Build Jain Bhawan from Grounds Up

In the fall of 1996, with unanimous support from the community at a JCNC town hall meeting, the Jain
Bhawan Committee outlined a significant shift in its approach and objectives. From that point forward, the
Jain Bhawan Committee, JCNC leadership and community embarked on an exciting new journey—to

construct Jain Bhawan from the ground up: a spiritual and religious sanctuary that has enriched our lives
since its inauguration in 2000.

We expanded the Jain Bhawan Committee (JBC) and initiated a
mission to find a parcel of land that met our criteria—suitable
location and size, and historical alignment with the principles of
non-violence. Within a few weeks, we identified the property at
722 S. Main Street in Milpitas. Prior to making the offer, we
consulted with City of Milpitas officials to ensure that, with full
compliance on our part, there would be no impediments from
. the city to our plans for Jain Bhawan. Having obtained a positive
response from the city, we executed the purchase agreement for
$806,880 on December 11, 1996, marking the formal initiation
of the Jain Bhawan project. The expediency with which the land was found as served an indicator that our
time had arrived.
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With the signed purchase agreement in our hand, we set out to raise the funds needed to acquire the property.
At our very first fundraising event during Paryusana 1996, we raised $400,000 in pledges. Through
continued efforts, that amount grew to approximately $1,250,000 by year’s end. With sufficient funds to
cover the land cost, we closed the transaction with full payment on April 11, 1997. JCNC now proudly
owned the land that would become the future home of Jain Bhawan.

Jain Bhawan Committee

Soon after, the Jain Bhawan Committee was restructured with a corporate-style framework to streamline
tasks and maximize efficiency. Each committee member formed their own subcommittee, enlisting
dedicated volunteers energized with a vision of having our Jain temple. Each subcommittee included one
or two young, U.S.-born Jains in each subcommittee — the young volunteers played active roles in their
respective subcommittees.

Jain Bhawan Committee

Function Team Leader(s)

President Parveen Jain

Secretary Srenik Mehta

Fundraising Kundi Kapadia, Girish Shah, Prem Jain and Bipin Shah
Construction Bipin Shah

Temple & Religious Planning Manhar Shah

India Project Jay Itchhaporia

Finance Bharat Kamdar

Marketing & Public Relations Jay Kamdar and Pravin Turakhia

Ethics Harendra Shah

Legal Counsel Nita Itchhaporia

Real Estate & Special Projects Chandra Parekh

Special Projects Pramod Patel, Devang Shah, Jashvant Shah

Executive Committee Presidents Jashvant Shah (1997-98) and Jitendra Shah (1999-2000)

JCNC and Jain Bhawan Operational Objectives

To ensure an elegant temple design that honored all Jain traditions and supported the long-term
sustainability of Jain Bhawan’s operations, the Jain Bhawan Committee drafted the following high-level
objectives, which were approved by the community:

Strictly adhere to Jain principles while maintaining the sanctity of the temple.
Build an authentic Jain temple based on Jain Vastu Sastra and traditional architecture.

3. Create a non-sectarian Jain Bhawan that accommodates the five widely accepted Jain traditions,
allowing everyone to practice harmoniously in their preferred manner without infringing upon
others’ beliefs.

4. Ensure equal access to Jain Bhawan for Jains of all backgrounds, languages, regions of origin, and
sectarian beliefs.
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5. Treat everyone with equal respect, following appropriate protocols. All monks and scholars to be
honored equally, and all community members to be treated with fairness, regardless of their
accomplishments or contributions.

6. Design Jain Bhawan with future in mind meeting needs of next generations and fostering Jain way
of life, while actively engaging young Jains at all levels of the organization.

7. In the temple area, no names to be temporarily or permanently displayed, except those of our
Tirthankaras, the universally known Jain Devis and Devtas, and Srimad Rajacandra, Prabhushriji,
and Brahmachariji. Traditional inscriptions related to the sanctification (prana pratistha or anjana
Salakha) would appear on the back of the pratimas.

8. The temple configuration—all pratimas and displays—established at the time of Jain Bhawan’s
inauguration (pratistha) will remain unchanged for posterity.

Blessings from and Consultation with Acaryas

From the very early stages, we sought guidance and blessings from our esteemed Jain acaryas in India —
Acarya Vardhaman Sagar Ji from Digambar tradition, Acarya Padma Sagar Ji from Svetambara
Martiptjaka tradition, Acarya Shiv Muni Ji from Svetambara Sthanakavasi tradition, and Acarya
Mahapragya Ji from Svetambara Terapantha tradition. Additionally, we consulted our local spiritual guides
from the Srimad Rajchandra Mumukshu tradition.

The Project Business Plan

After acquiring the land in April 1997, the Jain Bhawan Committee developed a comprehensive Jain
Bhawan Business Plan outlining the project scope, cost estimates, projected timeline and milestones,
fundraising strategy, and other essential components. The objective was to design a Jain Bhawan that would
meet the long-term needs of the community. To ensure the project’s success, the team decided to hire
professionals for critical tasks such as architecture and construction, creating an optimum blend of
volunteers and professionals. Notably, we invited the renowned Sampura Family—1Jain temple builders for
generations—to collaborate with us in creating a design based on Jain Vastu Sastra. Our chief architect
visited several Jain temples across India to deepen his understanding and inspiration. Additionally, we
developed a timeline of major religious events related to Jain temple construction to ensure their alignment
with key phases of the project.

The Bhiimi Pijana Ceremony

We held the first significant event, the Bhiimi Piijana (land consecration ceremony), on November 15, 1997.
The date was fixed in consultation with the d@caryas, and the ceremony was performed by H.H. Jin Chandra
Ji Maharaj.

On the Bhumi Pujana day, we resolved to recite the Namokara
Mantra Japa as frequently as possible at the Jain Bhawan Site
throughout the project. Additionally, it was suggested that from
that day until the project’s completion, someone from our
community would observe a fast each day. Remarkably, over P A

the span of 994 days—from November 15, 1997, to August 5,
2000—our community collectively observed more than 3000

N

Htmatbhat Dagll 's Varst Tapa Parana during

fasts along with multiple varst tapas. Pratistha Mahotsava. One of many tapas by
JCNC community
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The Temple and Jain Bhawan Building Design

After the Bhiimi Pijana ceremony, our attention shifted to the design and architecture of the building. While
the Construction Committee worked on the building design, the Religious Committee began drafting
religious configuration of the temple area upstairs, ensuring that needs of all five traditions are adequately
addressed while maintaining the temple’s aesthetic appeal. Our temple features forty-eight images as listed

below:

— Gabhara (the main altar): Seven firthankara pratimas of Milanayaka Tirthankara Adinath,
Digambar pratimas of Tirthankara Mahavira Swami, Tirthankara Shantinath, Tirthankara
Chandraprabh Swami, and Svetambara pratimas of Tirthankara Parshwanath, Tirthankara
Munisuvarat, and Tirthankara Vasupujya,

—  All twenty-four tirthankara, Shri Simandar Swami and Shri Gautam Swami pratimas,

— Rangamandapa: Nine devi-devata pratimas of Chakreshwari Devi, Padmavati Devi, Saraswati
Devi, Ghantakarn Mahavira, Ambika Devi, Mahalaxmi Devi, Dharnendra Dev, Manibhadra Dev,
and Nakoda Bhairav Dev, and Bhagwan Bahubali pratima

— Bhakti Area: Shrimad Ji pratima, and three cifrapatas of Srimad Ji, Brahamchari Ji, and
Prabhushree Ji, and the Namokara Mantra citrapata

SAWL FEICLU N N )
Miilndyaka Tirthankara Adinatha pratima
just after Pratistha Mahotsava

As part of our temple designing process, we made multiple visits to
India to seek guidance from our four revered acaryas. With their
blessings and spiritual insight, all four acaryas wholeheartedly
approved our temple design.

Following traditional Jain astrological principles, Acarya Padma
Sagar Ji recommended Tirthankara Adinatha as the mulanayaka
and provided guidance on the appropriate size for the pratima — the
largest inside the gabhara.

In addition, Acarya Padma Sagar Ji advised that the Svetambara
side include pratimas of Tirthankara Parshwanath, Tirthankara
Munisuvrat, and Tirthankara Vasupujya, with the pratima of
Tirthankara Parshwanath to be crafted slightly larger than the other
two.

For the Digambar side, Acarya Vardhaman Sagar Ji suggested the
inclusion of Tirthankara Mahavira, Tirthankara Shantinath, and
Tirthankara Chandraprabh pratimas, with the pratima of
Tirthankara Mahavira to be crafted slightly larger than the other
two.

After receiving the blessings and approvals from the revered

acaryas, we sought and obtained the wholehearted approval from our community. Thereafter, the Board of
Directors unanimously resolved to maintain this temple configuration unchanged for perpetuity.

Silanyasa Ceremony

After finalizing the building and temple design, the decision was made to hold the Silanydsa—the sacred
foundation stone-laying ceremony—on June 19, 1998. During this profoundly significant ceremony,
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specially consecrated marble stones were placed beneath the site of the Milanayaka Pratima and at the four
corners of the building. The stone beneath the Milanayaka Pratima—the main sila—is considered to bear
the temple’s entire spiritual weight and energy. The ceremony was conducted with great reverence by His
Holiness Bhattarak Devendrakeerti Ji (now departed) of Humbja Math, Karnataka, India.

Of special significance, a copper pipe was mounted atop the main $i/a to align precisely with the manipiira
cakra (solar plexus or navel center) of the Milanayaka Pratima. This sacred connection facilitates the
continuous flow of auspicious spiritual energy from the pratima to the main sila, thereby energizing and
invigorating the entire temple structure. Notably, in 2010, to mark the tenth anniversary of Jain Bhawan,
the Samavasarana was installed on the first floor, surrounding this copper pipe, further sanctifying its
significance and central placement.

Following the Silanydsa ceremony, our attention turned toward securing the necessary approvals from the
City of Milpitas for the temple’s design, architecture, and aesthetics—an essential step toward obtaining
the final construction permit. From the earliest stages of the project, cultivated a positive, respectful
relationships with city officials and political leaders, including the Mayor, City Manager, Fire Chief, and
Police Chief. Through our professionalism, transparency, and collaborative spirit, we fostered a strong
partnership built on mutual trust. As a result, city officials not only supported the project but championed
it as their own during City Council meetings. This unprecedented level of endorsement greatly facilitated
the approval process.

The Construction Committee undertook extensive diligence and selected a construction contractor who
aligned with both the technical requirements and the project value. A noteworthy clause was included in
the contract, explicitly stating that no meat products, alcohol, or cigarettes were to be consumed or brought
onto the construction site during the project. It reflected our commitment to uphold the sanctity and spiritual
integrity of the temple grounds. We were very pleased that the construction personnel honored this clause
with full diligence and respect.

The next step after the Sildnydsa ceremony was to initiate construction. However, before proceeding, we
undertook a thorough financial review to ensure that we had sufficient funds and pledges to complete the
project without any delays or interruptions, reflecting our deep commitment to both spiritual responsibility
and financial prudence.

Groundbreaking Ceremony

The Groundbreaking Ceremony was held on April 17, 1999, on
an auspicious mahiurata (ceremonial timing) suggested by
Acarya Padma Sagar Ji. Holiness Bhattarak Devendrakeerti Ji
presided over the ceremony invoking divine blessings.

A few weeks later, in June 1999, we initiated the process to
cleanse the land and prepare it for the construction of Jain
Bhawan.

Soon after, we traveled to India to place orders for the pratimas
and various marble artifacts for the temple. These included the

gabhara pratimas, platform and its outer materials, small Groundbreaking Ceremony
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pratimas and gokhalas in the gomati and surrounding areas,
the Namokara Mantra pata, the rangamandapa, and other
intricate elements essential to the temple’s design and
spiritual ambiance. All the gabhara pratimas and several
small pratimas were hand-sculpted in Jaipur by skilled

artisans, and the remaining small pratimas and all other
marble artifacts were crafted by Trivedi Crafts Private
Limited in Ahmedabad.

Cleaned and leveled Jain Bhawan grounds
before Construction Start

The Jain Bhawan building construction commenced on June 17, 1999.

Recommendation for Anjana Salakha and Prana Pratistha for the Gabhara Pratimas

During one of our visits to India, Acarya Padma Sagar Ji recommended that two of the Svetambara pratimas
in the gabhara— Mulanayaka Tirthankara Adinatha and Tirthankara Parshwanath—be consecrated with
the highest level of religious sanctification in the Svetambara
Maurtipujaka tradition—the anjana saldkha ceremony. This
sacred ritual is believed to imbue the pratimas with divine
presence and spiritual energy.

On the same trip, Acarya Vardhaman Sagar Ji advised us to
consecrate the three Digambar pratimas in the gabhara
Tirthankara Mahavira Swami, Tirthankara Shantinath,
Tirthankara Chandraprabh Swami—with the prana pratistha

Acarya Vardhaman Sagar with Pratimas before

Prana Pratistha Ceremony ceremony thereby sanctifying them with the traditional ritual of

invoking life force (prana) into the pratimas.

Initially, there was some apprehension within our team and
community due to the demanding nature of the daily practices
required for a temple housing anjana salakha and prana
pratistha pratimas. These sanctified pratimas require a
heightened level of ritual discipline, spiritual upkeep, and
adherence to traditional worship protocols. However, after
careful deliberation, spiritual reflection, and mutual persuasion,

we reached a decision to proceed with this significant Tirthankara Mahavira and Tirthankara
| B : commitment. With Parshwanath pratimas u? Anjan Salakha
Ceremony Mandapa

this decision, Jain
Bhawan became the first temple outside of India to house
pratimas consecrated through anjana salakha and prana
pratistha ceremonies—marking a historic milestone in the
global Jain diaspora.

Acarya Vardhamana Sagar Ji recommended February 6, 2000,
for the prana pratistha ceremony under his guidance in Jaipur
Acarya Padma Sagar Ji with his Disciples in ~ India. A large prana pratistha samaroh (consecration

Anjan Salakha Varghora celebration) was held in Jaipur where over 1,000 local Jains
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participated. I was fortunate to be the only one to represented JCNC for this auspicious prana pratistha
ceremony.

Acarya Padma Sagar Ji recommended April 16, 2000, for the Anjana Salakha ceremony under his guidance
in Pune, India. A large pratistha and anjan salakha samaroh (consecration celebration) was organized in
Pune where over 4,000 local Jains participated. Approximately 50 of us flew in from the Bay area for this
auspicious anjana Salakha ceremony.

Pratistha Mahotsava Mahiirata

In preparation for the temple’s inauguration, we request Acarya Padma Sagar Ji to provide the most
auspicious date and time (mahiirata) for the pratistha mahotsava for the Jain Bhawan. Drawing from
traditional Jain astrological principles, he recommended August 5, 2000, between 10:34 and 10:40 a.m.
Pacific Time. This divinely ordained window set the target completion date for the entire construction
project—giving us less than 14 months from the commencement of construction to completion—an
exceptionally tight timeline for a project of this scale and complexity. Thanks to meticulous planning,
unwavering commitment, and extraordinary teamwork, our team rose to the challenge. With great pride and
spiritual fulfillment, the Pratistha Mahotsava was held on the auspicious date provided by the Acarya Ji.

Fundraising and Spending Strategy
We developed an unprecedented fundraising and spending approach for the Jain Bhawan project.

— All the funds we raised were deposited in a single “Jain Bhawan Funds” depository without being
earmarked for any specific tradition’s needs.

— All expenses incurred were from this single depository with the sole focus on obtaining the highest
quality of every entity within the temple and Jain Bhawan without any consideration for the number
of individuals practicing a particular tradition.

— We declined to accept a substantial donation from India because it was specifically designated for
a particular tradition.

— We decided to not display names in the temple area, except those of our divine figures.

— We decided to refrain from conducting any ghi bolis—a traditional practice for religious
ceremonies—during the pratistha mahotsava to ensure that everyone from the community could
participate, rather than just a few individuals.

— We created a system that enabled the interested community members to participate in multiple
pratistha activities, while simultaneously raising over 5 million dollars.

—  Multiple family groups were invited to sign up for each religious ceremony. For instance, eleven
families registered for the paratishtha ceremony of Mitlanayaka Tirthankara Adinatha. Each family
could designate two members to each of the multiple pijas associated with consecration of each
divine pratima.

—  Paratishtha ceremony of each divine entity involved multiple pijas. For instance, there were five
pujas for each of the gabhara pratimas. This arrangement ensured that everyone in the community
could take religious benefit (/@bha) of one or more pijas.

— In a similar manner, multiple families signed up for each ar#i and managal divo activity.

This plan was made possible by our exceptionally united community that was harmonious and disregarded
any differences in traditional background, language, or region of origin. We all participated with equal
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enthusiasm in all religious ceremonies performed according to various traditions. We were all “Jains,”
without any prefix — the foundation of our operational model.

This arrangement significantly increased the workload and effort for the organizing team, but the
community thoroughly enjoyed this once-in-a-lifetime momentous event. The following table illustrates
our fundraising strategy for the pratistha mahotsava:

Requested
.. . Number of Donation Numb'e'r of Total Funds
Divine Entity . for each Families .
Entities . . Raised

family for Sign-up

group
Mulnayak Adinath Bhagwan 1 $50,000 11 $550,000
Gabhara Large Pratima 2 $50,000 9 $900,000
Gabhara Small Pratima 4 $50,000 7 $1,400,000
Gomati Tirthankar Pratima 24 $10,000 5 $1,200,000
Rangmandap Simandhar Swami 1 $10,000 5 $50,000
Rangmandap Gautam Swami 1 $10,000 5 $50,000
Rangmandap Bahubali Swami Pratimas 1 $10,000 5 $50,000
Rangmandap Dev-Devi Pratimas 9 $5,000 9 $405,000
Bhakci-Sthanak Namokar Mantra Shila 1 $40,000 5 $200,000
Srimad Rajchandraji's Pratima 1 $25,000 11 $275,000
Srimad Rajchandraji's Chitrapat 1 $20,000 11 $220,000
Prabhushriji and Brahmachariji Chitrapat 2 $10,000 11 $220,000

48 94 $5,520,000

Jain Bhawan Pratistha Mahotsava

From early 2000, we started working on planning the Jain Bhawan pratisthd mahotsava (inauguration
ceremony), which was scheduled for August 4-7, 2000. Given the extensive planning and execution
involved for this 4-day event, we decided to expand our team by inviting additional volunteers to assist in
both the planning and execution of the pratistha mahotsava. Like the earlier committee members, each of
the new members formed their own subcommittee to plan and execute the mahotsava activities. Our Jain
Bhawan Committee continued to play a pivotal role in planning the pratistha while simultaneously working
on the construction project to ensure the completion of the Jain Bhawan construction before August 4, 2000.

Additional Committee Members for Jain Bhawan Pratistha Mahotsava in 2000

Religious Events Planning Harendra Shah

Cultural Activities Kirit Bavishi

Food Chandu Desai (now departed) & Chadra Parekh
Pratistha Site Planning Hasmukh Shah

Procession (Varghora) Hiren Saraiya, Smitin Mehta, Ritesh Shah & Prerana Saraiya




: g Celebrating a Journey of Faith, Family & Progress 4 5
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Aswin Shreemal's Early Life: Born and raised in Andhra Pradesh to proud

parents Genmall Jain and Ms. Shakuntala Jain, with roots deeply grounded

in Jain values. A Chartered Accountant by profession, he began his career
in Information Technology in 2002.

Family: Together with his wife Geeta Shreeshreemal, he is blessed with two
wonderful children: Daughter- Astha Shreeshreemal, Son- Ayush Jain
Professional Life: With over 20 years in the IT industry, his dedication and vision
led to the founding of RevGurus Inc., a successful software services company.

“Our entire family extends our warmest congratulations to the Jain
Center of Northern California (JCNC) on its remarkable 25-year journey.
May JCNC continue to inspire, unite, and uplift generations to come.”

— The Shreeshreemal Family
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To ensure the continuity of daily pija routines that is
mandatory for pratimas with anjan Salakha and prana
pratistha, we made arrangements to airlift all the gabhara
pratimas from India to San Francisco, ensuring their arrival
within the time window to not miss the pija rituals. All other
pratimas and temple artifacts had arrived by June 2000. On
July 28, 2000, the gabhara pratimas were brought into the
temple. The community gathered joyfully for a spontaneous
celebration marking the Grha Pravesa (ceremonial home

o ) Pratimas Arriving at Jain Bhawan Jjust before
entry) of the Miilanayaka—the spiritual king of the temple— Pratistha Mahotsava

and the other sacred pratimdas. This heartfelt moment was
filled with devotion, gratitude, and collective anticipation for
the upcoming consecration

The first set of religious activities like Kumbha Sthapana and
Navgraha Piija were performed on July 29, 2000.

The team meticulously planned a one-of-a-kind 4- day pratistha
ceremony that perfectly complemented the grandeur of our Jain

108 Ladies in colorful saris carrying kalas in . .
Pratistha Mahotsava Varghora Bhawan. We set up a special tent city across the street from the

Jain Bhawan to accommodate up to 1,000 people for seated
lunches and dinners. The tent city also features a large stage for cultural programs, and grounds for garba
dance and  other -
activities with over
3,000 attendees.

The Pratistha
Mahotsava  program
featured authentic
religious ceremonies
performed by over
thirty male and female
monks and other
esteemed religious dignitaries from India and North America. A traditional garba dance with over three
thousand participants, an elegant and entertaining cultural program and a Main Street procession
(vadghora) were showcased. The Pratistha Mahotsava concluded with a closing ceremony that brought

Floats in Pratlstha Mahotsava Varghora

together city, county, and state political and executive leaders.

Throughout the Pratistha Mahotsava, we served four freshly
cooked meals each day, each featuring a unique, thoughtfully
curated Jain menu. The event witnessed an extraordinary
turnout, with daily participation in the thousands and a peak
attendance of approximately 10,000 people on August 6th. This
remarkable feat was fueled by widespread word-of-mouth and
growing reverence for Jain Bhawan’s spiritual presence and
architectural splendor. People from diverse backgrounds were

Religious dignitaries in Prattstha Mahotsava
Varghora drawn to experience the sacredness of darsana, making the
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Most students go through college without ever learning
about nonviolence. Universities feed them animal products
daily while never mentioning Ahimsa. At Allied Scholars for
Animal Protection (ASAP, 501c3), we are changing that.
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Scholars, has spoken at schools
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urgency of animal rights.

Education and
empowerment
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medicine, law, and
business to inspire
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entrepreneurs are shaped in
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Founded by Dr. Faraz Harsini,
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system scientistand a
human rights activist from
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science, compassion, and
justice. Margaret Mead once
said, “Never doubt that
small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can
change the world...” Jains
prove that every day.

Dining reform

We help students lead
campaigns to replace
animal products so
campus menus reflect
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DONATE
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over 2 million students. The future depends on
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Pratistha Mahotsava not only a religious milestone, but a unifying and transformative moment for the
broader community.

Our most memorable event of the Pratistha Mahotsava was the pratistha
ceremony on August Sth morning. Over 800 people gathered in our temple
area upstalrs forming lines in front of each divine figure. Each divine

. figure had 5 to 11 family sign-
ups, each with 2 to 4 benefit
seekers (labharthis). Given that
the entire pratistha ceremony
for all 48 divine figures had to
be completed within only 6
minutes—10:34-10:40am—we
had to devise a flawless

JCNC devotees in temple during Pratistha execution plan, which included
Mahotsava . . : ! A
multiple community-level First Dhwajarohana during
rehearsals. We were fortunate Pratistha Mahotsava

to have an extraordinary cooperative community—a trait that
still exists today—that allowed the entire pratlstha ceremony to
be completed on | i
time. All the
religious dignitaries
were astounded by
this and remarked
that in their
experience of
presiding over

Local and state dignitaries at Pratisthda
Mahotvasa Closing Ceremony

Devotees around Jain Bhawan durmg a Pelal
hundl’eds Of Such Sp;ay event

ceremonies in past, they had never witnessed the one like ours.

The Jain Bhawan Pratistha Mahotsava was truly a once-in-a-
lifetime experience—a culmination of deep faith, tireless
dedication, and collective spirit. It marked not only the
consecration of a sacred place, but also the awakening of a

‘» . J f powerful spiritual legacy that continues to inspire generations
Ribbon cutting symbolizing Jain Bhawan opening 10 come

Final Remarks

The wise remind us: humans do not build temples—only divinity or srsti, does. Guided by humility,
selflessness, and unwavering commitment to Jain Dharma, we become instruments of celestial energy. An
invitation to lead or serve in creating a sacred monument like Jain Bhawan is not a task, but a heavenly
reward—a manifestation of good karma across lifetimes. We may plan and work hard, but temples like Jain
Bhawan arise only when divinity meets human effort.
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As we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of Jain Bhawan’s pratistha, we are reminded of the early
days—shaped by love, friendship, camaraderie, reverence, and wonder. The project brought immense
challenges, but also miracles that carried us
through. It demanded our collective
purusartha—selfless  dedication,  mutual
respect, and unity. Many of us paused our
personal and professional lives, united by a
shared goal. Our community was a constant
source of strength. We learned that while...

Jain Bhawan is not merely a structure built
with bricks and concrete—it is infused with the
spiritual energy of countless Namokara Mantra

; Jjapa, tapas, varsi tapa, upvasa, aimbil, and
more. Its sanctity lies in the love, respect, and harmony that bound us together. Today, it stands as a true
abode of divine vibrations and spiritual purpose—a reminder that our actions must be guided not only by
outward discipline, but by internalized purity and Genuity of bhava.

Let is take a moment at this auspicious milestone—the twenty-fifth anniversary of the momentous Jain
Bhawan Pratistha—to honor the visionary leaders of JCNC since 1975, the unwavering commitment of the
Jain Bhawan Committee, and every member of our community—adult, youth, and child—who contributed
selflessly during 1995-2000. The realization of the Making of the Jain Bhawan proves that even the
unimaginable becomes possible when we act without ego, united in heart and purpose. Jain Bhawan remains
a shining example of that eternal truth.

Jai Jinendra !!
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We, the children of Shri
Shetrunjay Tirth take humble
pride by sharing and
promoting “Jin Maitri” & “Jin
Bhakti" through two spiritual
albums, one “DADA NE
DARBARE™ as PRABHAVANA
celebrating JCNC Pratishtha
2000; and other “RANGAI JA
PRABHU RANGMAN"
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Jain Center of Northern California
on the temple’s

2 5%Anni\rersary !

The temple has been a source of peace,
inspiration and spiritual upliftment for the entire
Jain Community and will continue to do
so for countless generations to come!

Mohini Jain & family
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Dear JCNC Community,
On this joyous milestone, JCGS extends heartfelt
congratulations on 25 years of dedication to Jain principles,
community and spiritual growth. May the temple continue to inspire

peace and prosperity for generations to come.

Warm regards,

Jain Center of Greater Sacramento (JCGS)




Twenty-Five Years — A Journey Together i
By Biren Shah, JCNC Past President and Editor of the 25" Anniversary Souvenir

Jainism is an ancient religion, yet its values are ever so relevant

in this modern world. The ultimate goal of the Jain religion is

for a soul to achieve liberation from the cycle of birth and

death. Jainism emphasizes that Ratnatraya (triple gems of
Jainism) - the right vision or view (Samyak Darshana), right
knowledge (Samyak Gyan) and right conduct (Samyak

Charitra) - are the steppingstones for liberation of a soul. Thus,

a simultaneous pursuit of right vision, right knowledge and

right conduct is emphasized as the proper path to salvation. On
~apersonal level, this trinity helps sadharmik realize its own
intrinsic purity and produce harmony, contentment, and bliss with a
progressive march of soul to a higher plane. i

Vision - Samyak Darshana

In Silicon Valley California, home to successful tech enterprises, the Ratnatraya concept of
Samyak Darshana can be seen as being utilized by corporations that use their vision, mission,
and goals as a guide in formulating the processes and practicing them to attain success.

Similarly, Jain Bhawan nestled in the midst of Silicon Valley has enabled Jains of the Bay Area to
follow the concept of Samyak Darshana that is so pivotal to Jainism.

Emphasis on Knowledge - Samyak Gyan

Following the concept of Ratnatraya’s second principle of right knowledge (Samyak Gyan), Jain
Bhawan has become a center of learning and education. JCNC has emphasized knowledge and
learning from many angles to meet the varied needs of its constituency, as well as playing a key
role in practicing the principles of Jainism and living in harmony within the Milpitas and Northern
California community.

JCNC has been on a continuous path to impart knowledge and from the very start of Jain Milan in
1975; the founders of Jain Bhawan placed educating children as one of its main visions. Originally
started with the object of imparting religious education to students at home on a small scale, the
endeavor has progressed into a large-scale endeavor as students registered for various classes right
here in Jain Bhawan.

Year after year, the student enrollment has been consistently climbing. Currently, we have 650+
students enrolled across various programs, including Jain Pathshala, Sutra Shala, Music, Language,
SAT Prep, and JAB. In addition to regular classes, the Education Team organizes many enriching
events throughout the year, such as the Reading Challenge, Graduation Day, Teacher training, Jiv
Daya Pathshala trip, and Vegan Day initiatives - all promoting compassion towards animals and
fostering the tradition of non-violence. To make learning fun and meaningful, we host a Day Camp
focused on Jain education for both children and youth.

During the 2025 Mahavir Janma Kalyanak celebration, over three hundred Pathshala students
participated in a cultural program displaying religious skits, singing and folk dances. i
We are deeply grateful to our volunteers, parents, and students for dedicating their energy, passion,

—— " |



Our heartfelt congratulations to JCNC as we celebrate 50 years of dedicated Jain
community services and the 25th anniversary of our
beautiful Jain Bhavan in Milpitas.

What a remarkable achievement, marking its Golden and Silver Anniversaries!
Over the past 25 years, our family has had the privilege of growing alongside
our beloved Sangh. We are deeply honored to have contributed our time, spirit,
and resources ("Tan, Man, and Dhan") to its inspiring journey. We eagerly
anticipate supporting the Sangh's continued vibrancy and
expansion for many more decades.

With immense pride and appreciation,
Harsha and Hasu Shah
Puja, Hemal, Karina, and Rihaan Shah
Sarika, Hinesh, Jayden, and Jaina Shah
Heena, Ankit, Nola, and Niam Patel




and time to instilling Jain values and
culture in the next generation.

JCNC Pathshala efforts are led

by a dedicated team of 100+
volunteer teachers, co-teachers, and
coordinators, who manage all aspects
of Pathshala.

Bhagwan Mahavir aptly said, "A
truly educated person never
graduates", reminding us that
learning is a lifelong journey.

If children and youth are busy

at Pathshala, the adults keep up with their spiritual practice with Adult Swadhyaya in English.
The Swadhyaya has been conducted for over 30 years, concurrently with Sunday Pathshala, to
make the overall learning experience a "Family Event"; wherein, adults have an option to attend
the Swadhyaya. Thus, Adult Swadhyaya has become an integral part of Pathshala program. The
uniqueness of the Swadhyaya is that it is attended by people from all Jain traditions with various
language backgrounds.

Keeping pace with the Adult Swadhyaya, there are various similar activities being held during
weekdays, both in-person at Jain Bhawan, as well as virtually to suit both the time convenience as
well as interests of participants.

As the mind is challenged by the above-mentioned educational programs, the exercise of the mind
and body is not left behind at Jain Bhawan. To create harmony of mind and body, there is Preksha
Meditation. Preksha Meditation is the combination of knowledge from our ancient religious books,
modern science, and our experience. Preksha Meditation is the practice of purifying our emotions
and our consciousness (“chitta”) and realizing our own self. Preksha Mediation is a technique of
mediation for attitudinal change, behavioral modification, and integrated development of personality.

Started in 1970, Preksha Meditation is the result of the untiring efforts of Ganadhipati Tulsi and
Acharya Mahapragya. Acharya Mahapragya researched and experimented for twenty years to
rediscover the process of meditation, which was practiced by Bhagwan Mahavir. Preksha Meditation
is for everyone, irrespective of his or her race, religion, language, color, gender, and belief. Preksha
Meditation has proved a panacea for transmutation of thoughts, development of right emotions,
positive thoughts and increasing the efficiency of mind and body. At Jain Bhawan, Preksha Dhyan is
conducted on Sundays and is attended by many people.

Converting Knowledge to Conduct - Samyak Charitra

While providing Samyak Darshan, i.e., vision of Jain Way of Life, and imparting Samyak Gyan -
knowledge of Jainism; JCNC has provided many opportunities for the community to implement its
learning into the application of developed knowledge, Samyak Charitra (right conduct). The various
programs spearheaded by JCNC have touched living beings and people from all walks of life, locally
and internationally.

Earthquake Relief - In January 2001, an earthquake of magnitude 6.9 on the Richter scale, hit
the state of Gujarat in India. This was one of the two most deadly earthquakes to strike India in
its recorded history. One month after the earthquake, official Government of India figures placed
the death toll at 19,727 and the number of injured at 166,000. More than 600,000 people were left

e e W ik W

EOCERT SR M et BT e B TS

e e ik e e
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Why we turned to a Plant base -Vegan Life Style?

* Quote: "The greatness of a nation and its moral
progress can be judged by the way its animals are
treated." - Mahatma Gandhi

1. Ethical Considerations for Animails
* Quote: "As soon as we consider an animal as a thing, a resource, or
a commaodity, we have opened the door to endless cruelty."- Peter
I Singer
2. Environmental Sustainability
l * Quote: "When you go vegan, it's not just your body that changes,
but your entire relationship with the planet." - Moby
3, Numerous Health Benefits- reducing the risk of chronic diseases.
"Let food be thy medicine and medicine be thy food." - Hippocrates
4. Global Food Security and Resource Efficiency
* Quote; "Every piece of meat on your plate represents a
monumental waste of land, water, and other resources." - John
Rebbing
5. Personal Growth and Compassion
* Quote: "If you think vegans are extreme, then you have no idea
what is happening in the meat, dairy, and egg industries." -
Anonymous




homeless, 348,000 houses were destroyed, and an additional 844,000 houses were damaged. More
than 20,000 cattle were reported killed.

With the generous support of its members, JCNC raised $210,000 and supported (1) rebuilding of
the village Kunaria in Kutch (2) building of a unique Jain Cooperative Housing Society (Sumatinath
Nagar) for earthquake victims of Morbi (3) supported Veerayatan Project under the guidance of
Acharya Chandanaji (4) building of a 11500 square feet Gaushala with food and water storage.

Tsunami Relief - In December 2004, a magnitude 9.15 earthquake, off the coast of Sumatra triggered
an Indian Ocean tsunami that killed around 226,000 people in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand
and nine other Indian Ocean countries. JCNC rose to the occasion and raised over $100,000 to lend

a hand to the victims of this natural disaster. JCNC helped rebuild homes and schools in Tamil Nadu
and a library in Sri Lanka - (1) construction of a library building at Subadhraramaya, in the town of
Kamburugamuwa, Sri Lanka (2) reconstruction of two schools in Nagapattanam District, Tamil Nadu,
India (3) reconstruction of ten homes in the town of Kamburugamuwa, Sri Lanka.

Dignitaries at Jain Bhawan - As a leading Jain center, Jain Bhawan is regularly visited by the
leading religious scholars from India and famous personalities from North America, Europe,
Australia, Africa, and India. JCNC regularly hosts elected city, county, and state officials. Most
famous visitors include Ila Gandhi, granddaughter of Mahatma Gandhi, Ambassador N.P. Jain,
Ambassador L.M. Singhvi, Leo McCarthy Lt. Governor of California, Nobel Laureate Kailash
Satyarthi 2014 Nobel Peace Prize winner and Ram Madhav National General Secretary of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and a member of the National Executive of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.

Jiv Daya - Abiding by the path of compassion for animals, with generous support of the community,
JCNC has donated over $1.28 million over the past 25 years towards Jiv Daya, through organizations
in India and the United States that are directly involved in saving animal lives and welfare thereafter.
Jains are firm believers of Ahimsa (non-violence) and practice vegetarianism; hence their practice of
Jiv Daya indirectly helps in promoting the cause of Ahimsa and vegetarianism.

Health Camps - On the home front, JCNC has made a direct impact on the lives of the community
with Health Camps arranged by volunteer doctors and nurses. The first Health Fair was organized in
2005, and there was a strong turnout, since then such health caps are frequently organized.

Senior Activities - JCNC believes that healthy relationships benefit people of all ages. But social
interactions for seniors are especially important. Consistent socializing helps seniors stay spiritually,
emotionally, and physically fit. Spending time with others reduces the potential for social isolation in
the elderly. Senior Mixer is a popular program for JCNC seniors. Senior Mixer is held every month
on the second Saturday. About 300 seniors engage in fun-filled and informative activities.

Interfaith Conferences - Anekantvaad is one of the most important and fundamental doctrines of
Jainism. It refers to the principles of multiplicity of viewpoints, the notion that truth and reality are
perceived differently from diverse points of view, and that no single point of view is the complete
truth. The origins of Anekantvaad can be traced back to the teachings of Bhagwan Mahavir.
Anekantvaad encourages its adherents to consider the views and beliefs of their rivals and opposing
parties.

JCNC has outreach programs for interfaith activities. JCNC is a founding member of Silicon Valley
Interreligious Council (S1VIC). JCNC regularly participates in and holds seminars and conferences
to promote Jainism and educates people from other faiths on the history and values of Jainism and its
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contributions to economic, cultural, scientific, and educational evolution in India and the world over
the centuries. We regularly establish contacts with colleges and high schools and host students at Jain
Bhawan.

Ahimsa Meals - Compassion is an integral part of Jain

religion. In Silicon Valley homelessness is a severe problem

and unfortunately there is a constant increase in the homeless
population year after year, which exacerbates the miseries of

the unhoused communities. JCNC is a longtime partner of
Silicon Valley Interreligious Council (SiVIC). JCNC Ahimsa
Meals Project feature providing Animal-Free (Vegan) Lunch to
unhoused people in Silicon Valley. Every year JCNC volunteers
cook nutritious meals in Jain Bhawan kitchen and on average five
hundred freshly prepared meals are distributed through partner organizations of SiVIC.

Chha Gau Bhaav Yatra - A Spiritual Journey of Unity and Devotion - The Siddhachal Chha Gau
Yatra on Fagan Sud Teras is among the most sacred pilgrimages of Shatrunjay Tirth, drawing
thousands annually. This signature event is celebrated with deep reverence and communal effort.
Volunteers across all age groups dedicate weeks to crafting stunning replicas of sacred sites from
Shatrunjay Tirth. This not only honors our faith but also cultivates unity and spiritual joy among
participants. A highlight each year is the Shree Aadinath Dada no Darbar, created with thoughtful
themes that the community eagerly anticipates.

Educating Law Enforcement Agencies - Milpitas is often called the “Crossroads of Silicon
Valley.” It is rich in diversity, and Asians constitute 70 percent of the total population. Located amid
this diversity, JCNC uses this opportunity to conduct major dialogues with the local government
authorities at all levels to ensure strong partnership with the city officials. In 2009 JCNC reached
out to the law enforcement agencies (Milpitas and San Jose). The objective was to create awareness
of various beliefs and cultural practices of the Jain tradition and practical life around them. In this
context a ten to fifteen-minute video has been created with the help of Law Enforcement Agencies.
This video is used to train police officers and other related staff members at distinct levels of
seniority. By providing law enforcement a glimpse into Jain religion, familiarity grows, both of its
traditions and practices, as well as their living atmosphere, resulting in an educated foundation for all
security personnel serving Jain Communities.

Annual Picnic - JCNC picnic is an immensely popular summer outdoor program where the
community comes together and enjoys games for all age groups, delicious food, and socializing.

Technology Classes - Being in Silicon Valley, JCNC occasionally organizes tech literacy camps
wherein our tech savvy youths and adults conduct classes and provide practical training and tips on
using computers and mobile devices to seniors and others who are interested in learning innovative
technologies.

Samovasaran - In 2010, JCNC installed the magnificent Samovasaran designed by the US architect
and the Sompuras in Ahmedabad, India. The project along with Samovasaran included removing two
glass walls, moving the main door back to the current location, redoing the back ceiling and adding
additional heating and air conditioning for the new area. We also installed four marble Chitrapats

in the rotunda area at the same time. There was a 4-inch copper pipe coming from the ceiling to the
floor. The center of the Samovasaran is around this pipe, hiding it completely.
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Kalash Ceremony - In October 2010 JCNC received three Golden Kalash from India for the
Shikhar. A Kalash installation ceremony was held on 23 October 2010. A tall mechanical bucket truck
was brought in for installing the Kalash to the top of the Shikhar.

Finally all the Kalash installed Instaling the Katash

Badi Diksha - In April 2012 JCNC hosted Diksha ceremony when
Sadhvi Sanghamitraji (née Kumari Mangalam of North Carolina,
USA) was given Diksha (initiation of monkhood) by Acharya Shri
Chandanaji, Veerayatan. Three days long Badi Diksha ceremony of
Sadhvi Sanghamitraji was held during 6 to 8 April 2012. This was a
historic event for the entire Jain Community of the USA. This was
the first Diksha ceremony to take place in North America.

Solar Panels - The use of solar energy is all about
preserving our environment and promoting ecology.
= Jainism is fundamentally a religion of ecology

=¥ and has turned ecology into a religion. Jainism is
& about safeguarding nature and our roots by acting
S 8-S responsibly. In 2015 JCNC installed 54KW DC/48
PSS KW AC Solar Systems along with Solar Panels

= covering carports.
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Anekant Community Center and Aparigrah
Foundation have conducted countless health fairs
and national & international humanitarian
missions to promote health and well-being
worldwide. Please reach out if you’re interested in
volunteering.

. 16220 Ridgeview Lane, La Mirada, CA 90638
8, Dr. Nitin Shah: nitinshahmd@gmail.com ~“"
Y Mr. Pramod Shah: pshah24@gmail.com
> anekantcc.org | aparigrah.com
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On 30" May 2015 JCNC hosted the inauguration of the system including a ribbon-cutting ceremony !
which was conducted by the then Mayor of Milpitas Jose Esteves. This event was attended by about

450 people at JCNC, including community members, Milpitas City council members, representatives
from Vendor partners and other religious organizations in Silicon Valley. ,

Jain Bhawan is the first green building amongst all JAINA Centers in North America.

JCNC Cricket League - A community game changer - launched in January 2016, the JCNC Cricket
League (JCL) has evolved into one of the most anticipated sporting and social events for the Jain .
community in the Bay Area. JCL is a shining example of community spirit in action.

The vision behind JCL has always been simple yet profoundly impactful: to build a united Jain
community, across age, gender, and tradition through the shared love of cricket. The unique blend of i
spiritual unity and sporting spirit resonated instantly, and JCL rapidly evolved into a flagship annual
event for JCNC.

But behind the scenes, JCL is nothing short of a massive undertaking. It stands as a testament to the
power of volunteerism, sustained by countless hours of dedication from selfless community members
of the JCL Working Committee who work tirelessly, often late into the night, to deliver an experience
that is joyful, inclusive, and memorable for every participant and spectator.

JCL YouTube channel (youtube.com/@jcl7151), has curated highlights of games along with the final
scoreboards. JCL expanded its digital presence by introducing an Instagram channel (instagram.com/
jene cricket league) and a Facebook page to better connect with fans on social media.

Resolute team volunteers contribute select game snippets, which were assembled into engaging
highlight reels for the community to enjoy. Some videos were captured by high-resolution drone
footage, adding a dynamic perspective to the action.

JCL also introduced tournaments and team sponsorships, providing local Jain businesses an
opportunity to promote their brands to the community and a wider audience through our growing
social media presence. Sponsors gained visibility via platforms like YouTube, Instagram, and
Facebook, as well as through on-field banners and team uniforms.

L . L} :
Since the 2024 season, JCL matches are telecast live with real-time commentary, allowing families to
follow the action from home. Fans could track match updates, monitor team performance, and even
start strategizing for upcoming receive push notifications via outbound connections for real-time
updates games.
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PVSA volunteers have played a vital role, supporting setup and breakdown, capturing moments
through photography, and producing video content. In 2024, even 10 years younger enthusiasts
stepped up to try their hand at live commentary, while PVSA youth took charge of setting up and
managing the live broadcast system, turning JCL into a learning ground for future leaders and
creators. During the 2024 JCL season 300+ players played various games.

The President’s Volunteer Service Award for Youth - in 2017, JCNC has partnered with
“Corporation for National Community to Service” to award “The Presidents Volunteer Service
Awards (PVSA)” for deserving young volunteers aged 13 to 19 years. The program is designed

to prepare our next generation leaders in such a way that they will inspire them to participate in
leading volunteer activities at JCNC. In return, they will be awarded with volunteer service credits
and the PVSA certificate signed by the President of United States. Objectives of the PVSA program
are: Provide a platform for our youth to plan and execute voluntary service; Encourage youth to
participate in various community services; Promote Jain way of leading a selfless life by giving back
to the community; Ultimate honor of presidential recognition; Special service commitment certificate
and a medallion; Youth may use this recognition on their college application. In this souvenir, please
see the PVSA page for positive changes and impacts our youths are making.

Covid-19 Vaccination Drive - in December 2019 COVID-19 was caused by an outbreak of
coronavirus-2 at a laboratory in Wuhan, China. Soon after, it spread to other areas of Asia, and then
worldwide in early 2020. The World Health Organization declared a public health emergency of
international concern in January 2020 and a pandemic in March 2020.

COVID-19 vaccines were developed rapidly and deployed to the public beginning in December
2020. The pandemic caused severe social

and economic disruption around the world,
including the largest global recession since

the great depression. In the true spirit of
community services, JCNC rose to the occasion
and organized two Covid-19 vaccination drives
at the Jain Bhawan wherein Moderna vaccines
were administered.

To mitigate financial hardship caused by
Covid-19 and to support vaccination and

other healthcare related ailments, JCNC raised
$105,000 to purchase oxygen concentrators for hospitals and provided groceries to the needy Jain
families in India which was distributed thru partner organizations in India.

Professor Padmanabh Jaini, PhD - Professor Padmanabh Jaini, PhD, was a doyen of the Jain
community in the Bay Area. In 1975, he welcomed and hosted Acharya Sushil Muniji, popularly
known as Guruji, at his residence in Berkeley, California. With Guruji’s blessings, Professor Jaini and
other prominent Jain residents founded Jain Milan, which later became JCNC in 1981.

Professor Jaini’s best-known work is The Jaina Path of Purification (1979). Some of his major
writings have been published under titles such as Collected Papers on Jaina Studies (2000), Collected
Papers on Buddhist Studies (2001), Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation
of Women (1991), and Christianity and Jainism: An Interfaith Dialogue, co-authored with Sir
William Mark Tully, Bureau Chief of BBC, New Delhi.
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Jain Center of N orthern California
on 25 years of the multi-tradition Jain Temple, serving a vibrant and
growing Jain community - providing both a sacred space for practicing
Jain Dharma and a platform for nurturing spiritual growth across all generations!

f\
|| “H&ave efeT-STTeT-aTRRAT 0 Al eraAf: ||
Samyag-darsana-jiiana-caritrani moksa-margah
— Tattvartha Satra 1.1
“Right Faith, Right Knowledge, and Right Conduct are the path to Liberation!”

- Ritesh, Rupal, Siddh & Shlok Patani (Fremont, CA)
- Late Smt. Kokilaben Hasmukhbhai Patani Parivaar (Mumbai)




His notable Pali-text publications include:

*  Subodhalankara: Porana-Tika (Mahasami-Tika)
*  Apocryphal Birth-Stories (Pannasa-Jataka)

* Lokaneyyapakarana

»  Abhidharma Buddhism to 150 A.D. (published under the Encyclopedia of Indian Philosophies
series)

His autobiography, Yogayoga: Memoirs of Professor Dr. Padmanabh S. Jaini, was translated into
Marathi by Amit Joharapurkar. His life and work are also featured in the Marathi biographical
collection Charitra Tyanche Paha Jara (3R@ @ 9gisr1)" in Marathi.

Professor Padmanabh Jaini passed away on May 25, 2021. On October 23, 2021, JCNC, together
with JAINA, organized a virtual event titled Celebration of Late Professor Padmanabh Jaini's
Contribution to Jain Religion. This widely appreciated program featured distinguished speakers and
scholars of Jain studies from leading universities in the USA, UK, France, Sweden, and India.

JCNC is proud of Professor Padmanabh Jaini, PhD as one of its founders.

Dhwaja Dand - The Board of Directors formed a
special Dhwaja Dand Committee. The project consisted
of three traditional Dhwaja Dand over three main
Shikhar. In September 2024, the Special Dhwaja = :
Dand Committee, BOD, and EC performed the grand o J |4 . C o
Dhwaja Dand Abhishek ceremony. In October 2024, the f i
JCNC Community wholeheartedly participated in the
grand procession and grand Dhwaja Dand Pratishtha
Mahotsav. Now, we have a complete Shikharbandhi
Derasar with traditional Dhwaja Dand crown. Dhwaja
can be hoisted from ground level which is safe and
allows participation by many more devotees.

Temple Hours and Puja Timings - for the convenience of devotees and visitors since March 2022
the temple hours are as under:



We appreciate the unwavering dedication of everyone
involved in JCNC.
Happy 25th Anniversary!

Shreya, Sonia, Yana, Ritu and Yogesh Bapna
—NEFIWERD




Temple | Abhishek & Prakshal & Puja Ang Puja Aarti &
Hours Dev Guru Mangal
Shastra Puja Divo
Darshan | Mon — Fri | Mulnayak Pakshal Puja: 7:15 am | Mulnayak Ang Puja: 7:50 Everyday
to 7:30 am am onwards* 7:45 pm
7 am 7:05 am Sh
Mahaveer Swami Abhishek & All Bhagwan ready for Ang arp
to Sat — Sun & | Pyja: Puja: 9:15 am onwards
9 pm HUlidays o M-F: 7:30 am to 9:30 am *Actual time may be earlier.
8:05 am o Sat-Sun: 8:00 am to 10:00 am

Puja Open every day up to 4pm

In-house cooking during 2024 Paryushan and Das-Lakshan —

The year 2024 marked a monumental achievement at JCNC, as our vibrant community came
together to prepare in-house and serve over 20,000 meals during Paryushan and Das Lakshan Parva.
From early morning preparations to joyful meal
service, every moment was filled with devotion,
teamwork, and love. The kitchen echoed with
laughter, friendships were deepened, and every guest
was welcomed with warm smiles and unlimited
refills. This effort not only strengthened our bonds
but also saved the Sangh ~$165,000 in 2024, a
saving that will benefit us for years to come.

Celebration of Knowledge, Language, and
Cultural Pride

Exhibition Day is a showcase of student-led
projects rooted in Jain teachings. Modeled after a science fair, the event featured engaging and
deeply researched presentations reflecting spiritual insights. Guided by enthusiastic teachers, students
demonstrated not only academic depth but a meaningful connection to Jain philosophy.

Bhasha Day - aligned with India’s Republic Day, on January 26, 2025, we celebrated Bhasha Day to
honor the richness of Indian languages. Students recited heartfelt poems and performed dramatic skits
in Hindi and Gujarati, displaying their linguistic abilities and reinforcing the importance of preserving
our heritage.

Major Technology Initiatives

Expense Management and POS Payment - in celebrations of the 25" anniversary, JCNC introduced
eBhandar, a modern donation platform tailored to today’s tech-savvy community. With point-of-sale
(POS) devices, the community can make secure, real-time contributions using debit or credit cards.
Whether at a pooja, temple visit, or spontaneous moment of generosity - giving is now quick and
receipt-based. This innovation brings convenience to devotees and operational ease - ushering in a
future that stays rooted in our timeless Jain values.

The JCNC CRM Project is a transformative initiative to streamline and modernize how we connect
with our community. It addresses previous challenges such as fragmented data, manual operations,
and inconsistent reporting.
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Membership Management - the new member portal allows users to register/login via email and
access code; view and manage membership status, renewals, and upgrades; update household and
contact information; make secure payments online (via Stripe) or offline.

Event Management - designed to support all major JCNC events, this system enables event creation,
scheduling, and RSVP tracking; QR code check-in with real-time attendance updates; a mobile-
friendly member experience.

Live Streaming - to provide a reliable, high-quality experience, we are upgrading our live streaming
infrastructure with the goals of providing enhanced Audio & Video Quality: delivering crisp,
immersive viewing; improved Reliability: Minimizing disruptions for uninterrupted access; multiple
camera angles: offering dynamic perspectives for a richer experience. This vital investment ensures
the longevity and excellence of our digital outreach, keeping our Sangh connected and inclusive for
years to come.

Women’s Mixer — Empowering Women, Strengthening Community - in the 25" Anniversary
year JCNC launched Women’s Mixer designed to foster connection, empowerment, and enrichment
among the women of our community. Women’s Mixer strives to create a supportive platform for
women who follow the Jain path of Ahimsa; promote personal growth, social well-being, and
spiritual advancement; value and encourage equal participation in a safe and respectful environment;
foster peace and harmony at family, community, national, and international levels through
nonviolence and collaborate with like-minded women’s groups to promote shared values of peace.All
women in the community are welcome to come together, learn and support each other.

Kashaay Jay Tapp - A Tapp to conquer over all the four Kashaay - our inner passions and
desires - are what often drive our daily actions. For the first time in 2025 the Kashaay Jay Tapp was
organized - a meaningful spiritual practice focused on conquering these inner urges. This special 16-
day Tapp follows a specific sequence repeated four times: Ekasana (one meal a day); Nivi; Aaymbil
(a single, bland meal without spices, sweets, or oils); Upvaas (complete fast). More than 70 Tapasvis
completed this full 16-day journey of self-discipline and reflection.

Land Acquisition - in 2025 with Aadinath Dada's Ashirwad, JCNC successfully completed the
purchase of land admeasuring 29000 sq. ft. located at 526 South Main Street, Milpitas. This is a
significant milestone that brings us one step closer to fulfilling our community's long-standing needs
and laying the foundation for the next 25 years of growth and service. We envision this space as a
vital hub for our community, supporting our collective vision for the future.

In conclusion

No one can believe that it is already twenty-five years - WOW! In the last twenty-five years the level
of energy, sense of commitment, and dedication shown and required to organize these many events on
an ongoing basis has brought our community together. Also, community members have generously
donated on all occasions. Most importantly our benefactors, our board members, our executive
leaders, our numerous volunteers, and community members have demonstrated exceptional results
via inspiring, building, facilitating, and strengthening our commitments.

All of us are ready for the next 25 years!!! Khub Khub Anumodana to everyone!
*Adapted and updated from the article originally published in the JCNC 10" Anniversary Souvenir.
Acknowledge contributions of many volunteers for researching and collecting facts for the article.
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As we reflect on 25 years of blessings, devotion, and cﬁfzmﬁg{[ memories,
Our family — Mitin Shah & Shrilekha Shah, along with Sharlik, Ayush,
Kavita, Sneja, Shlok, and hittle Aashvi
feels truly humbled and honored to be part of this spiritual journey with our
beloved Jain temple. The temple has been more than just a place of worship; it
has been a foundation of our values, a sanctuary of peace, and a source of
inspiration for our family through every step of life. It has brought us closer not
only to our faith but also to each other and the community we proudly call our
extended family. We offer our sincere gratitude to the trustees, volunteers, and

every devotee whose dedication continues to Reep the spirit of Jain Dhanna
altve. May the blessings of our TirthanRars guide us all in living a lfe filled
with compassion, truth, and spiritual strength. 3\ .

Jai Jinendra, N
ik Mitin o Shrilekfa Shah _ i - ~ =
&
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Journey Through Devotion: Celebrating Jain Religious
Practices at JCNC

Contributors - Parag Shah, Deven Shah, Taresh Parekh,
Jayashree Shah, Mittal Kothari, Nayan Jain

|| Shree Mahaveeray Namah || Shree Adinathay Namah || Shree Parshwanathay Namabh ||

Introduction: A Temple Rooted in Dharma

The Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC) in Milpitas
is a spiritual home for the Bay Area Jain community. Over
the years, it has grown into a vibrant center for devotion,
learning, and service. From festivals and tapasya to daily
poojas and bhakti, JCNC stays rooted in the core values of
ahimsa, aparigraha, and samyak darshan. This article shares
an overview of the many religious activities that bring our
Sangh together in faith and unity.

Celebrating Chha Gau Yatra at JCNC: Recreating the Bhaav of Shatrunjay Mahatirth
Shri Siddhachal Giri Namo Namah !
Vimlachal Giri Namo Namah !
Shetrunjay Giri Namo Namah !
Vandan Ho Giriraj Ne !

Fagun Sud Teras is a sacred day when countless Jain pilgrims in India undertake the Chha Gau Yatra
of Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth. It marks the moment when Shaambh and Pradyumna, sons of Shri
Krishna, along with 85 million Sadhus, attained Kevalgyaan and Moksha at Bhadava Dungar. This
day represents the ultimate spiritual victory in Jain tradition.

Inspired by this, JCNC began its own Chha Gau Bhaav Yatra in 2006. Volunteers recreated beautiful
replicas of Shatrunjay Mahatirth, allowing the Sangh to experience the yatra with bhaav and

devotion. Since then, it has become a cherished annual event. The Samkit group plays a key role in
organizing the yatra, with over 100 volunteers helping build detailed replicas of Mount Shatrunjay
and Bhandva Dungar. Their efforts enhance the spiritual atmosphere and ensure a smooth experience.

In 2021, during the pandemic, JCNC adapted by having families create 15 deris at home, which the
Sangh visited for darshan. Since 2023, participants have returned to building deris at JCNC with help
from family and volunteers, continuing the tradition of seva and sangh bhakti.

A highlight of the event is the grand Dada no Darbar, a beautiful display filled with devotion. Another
much-loved tradition, added in 2016, is the food paals, modeled after the original yatra in Palitana,
adding joy and energy to the event. Over the years, the format of the yatra has evolved to enrich the
experience. It has also inspired other Jain centers across the U.S. to start their own versions, spreading
bhakti, unity, and cultural pride.
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Celebration along with 25 years of JCNC:
Growing stronger by working together
and inspiring the next generation with Jain
Dharma, Devotion, and Forgiveness.

Anil, Sharmila, Rajvi, Ritvi & Ranka Family




2025 Dada no darbar 2024 Dada no darbar

Navpad Ayambil Oli: A Nine-Day Journey of Faith and Inner Transformation

Om Rhim Shree Vimleshwar - Chakeshwari Pujitay Shree Siddhachakray Namah:!!

Navpad Oli, observed twice a year during the holy months of Aaso and Chaitra, is a deeply
meaningful time in Jain dharma. Known as Shaswat Ol, it honors the tradition where devas and
devis visit Nandishwar Dwip to offer Jinbhakti to the 24 Tirthankars. At JCNGC, this sacred period is
celebrated with great devotion and participation by shravaks, shravikas, and children, who engage in
nine days of Navpad aaradhana.

The tradition of Ayambil Oli at JCNC began in the early 2000s with just a few tapasvis. Over the
years, it has grown into one of JCNC’s most well-attended religious events. Volunteers play a vital role
by managing food preparation and logistics, helping maintain the tradition with care and dedication.
During the pandemic, JCNC continued the observance by providing Ayambil “To Go” boxes,
allowing tapasvis to fast safely from home. This effort showed the Sangh’s commitment to spiritual
continuity and community support. Today, over 225 people participate daily, with weekend
attendance often crossing 300, reflecting its growing importance. JCNC also offers “To Go” boxes
during weekdays to allow members to continue their ayambil tapasya. The event’s success is
supported by volunteers who give their tan (effort), man (blessings), and dhan (resources). To deepen
understanding, JCNC also invites Jain scholars from India to share pravachans, often in collaboration
with other Jain centers across the U.S., enriching the Sangh’s learning and bhakti.
- ' [ Ead

JCNC Anniversary - Honoring Our Temple, Our Traditions, and Our Unity
Every year, as the first weekend of August nears, JCNC comes alive with joy and devotion. This
special weekend marks the anniversary of our Jain Bhawan—a time for the Sangh to gather in




On the occasion of JCNC’s 25th anniversary, we extend heartfelt wishes
to our 25™ Tirthankar - JCNC Sangh -~ for spiritual growth and harmony.

JCNC 1s more than a place — it is our spiritual home,
where friendships grow, hearts connect, and Jain values
shine through service, compassion, and unity.

Let us be guided by "URUNUASEH)d L1 11"

— Living beings exist to support and uplift one another.
May this belief become a way of life: uplifting each other,
serving with compassion, and walking toward a more
peaceful world.

Atul bhai, Dinaben, Rahul, Parita, Kanak & Kaira Parekh
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celebration of dharma, unity, and spiritual reflection.

The three-day celebration includes a variety of uplifting events: Digambar Pooja and Vidhan,
Shwetambar Poojan, 18 Abhishek, Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra bhakti, cultural programs, 17 Bhedi
Pooja, and the grand Dhwaja Ceremony. One of the most cherished moments is the Dhwaja
Ceremony, where members from all five Jain traditions come together to raise the sacred flag. In 2022,
JCNC moved the ceremony downstairs to allow more members to participate, creating a beautiful
and inclusive experience. Another highlight is the 18 Abhishek, where devotees bring Bhagwanji
pratima from home. With over 70 pratimajis worshipped side by side, the temple transforms into a
tirth, offering powerful darshan and bhakti for all.

Throughout the weekend, four Swamivatsalya meals are lovingly prepared and served by volunteers.
These meals, shared with warmth and care, bring the Sangh together in the true spirit of seva and
samata.

Paryushan Mahaparva at JCNC: The Jewel of Jain Celebrations

Khamemi Savve Jiva (I forgive all living beings)

Savve Jiva Khamantu Me (May all beings forgive me)
Mitti Me Savva Bhooesu (I am friendly with all souls)
Veram Majjham Na Kenai (I have no animosity toward

anyone)

Paryushan Mahaparva is one of the most sacred festivals in Jain dharma, dedicated to self-
purification, forgiveness, and spiritual upliftment. At JCNC, it is celebrated each year with deep
devotion by followers of all Jain traditions, including Shwetambar, Terapanth, Sthanakwasi, and
Shrimad Rajchandra.

Before the festival begins, volunteers clean and decorate the derasar, creating a peaceful and
welcoming space. Spiritual leaders and scholars from different traditions are invited to guide the
community through daily poojas, pravachans, pratikramans, and bhakti bhavana. From the fourth
day, Kalpa Sutra Vanchan is held, and on Samvatsari, the Barsa Sutra is recited.

JCNC hosts multiple lectures and over seven daily pratikramans to serve the entire community. On
Samvatsari, more than 2,500 members participate, with additional space arranged to accommodate
the large gathering. A highlight is the Mahavir Janma Vanchan and Sapna Ceremony, which fills
quickly due to high interest and draws over 2,300 participants.

Tapasya is at the heart of Paryushan. In 2024, over 125 Atthai Taps were completed. Many also
performed Ekasana, 9 Upvas, 11 Upvas, and advanced fasts like Siddhi Tap and Maaskhaman.
Children actively participate in age-appropriate fasts, reflecting a strong commitment to Jain values
and inspiring others.

The spiritual atmosphere is enriched by the daily creation of aangi for the Bhagwan’s pratima—crafted
with devotion by a dedicated team. To engage youth, JCNC provides a “Do and Don’t” worksheet that
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A place that has nurtured our souls,
strengthened our values,
and brought our community together.
We are grateful for the memories,
teachings, and friendships that have enriched our lives.

Wishing JCNGC continued growth and success.

L%é inerndlvw !

Dilip Bhandari, Hema Bhandari
Virat Bhandari
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encourages children to follow Jain values during the festival. Those who complete it are recognized
during the Tapasvi Bahuman ceremony.

At the conclusion of Paryushan and Das Lakshana, JCNC holds Tapasvi Bahuman, honoring all who
observed tapasya. This cherished event brings the Sangh together in anumodana, celebrating the
efforts, discipline, and faith of every tapasvi.

Paryushan at JCNC is more than a festival—it is a powerful time of sadhana,
community unity, and deep spiritual connection for all.
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Swamivatsalya Excellence: A New Era of Seva Through In-House Cooking

In 2024, JCNC made a meaningful change by switching to in-house cooking for Paryushan and
Das Lakshana. This shift from outsourced meals to a fully volunteer-led kitchen reflected a strong
commitment to seva, discipline, and Jain values. Months of careful planning went into the effort.
Volunteers managed everything—from buying and storing ingredients to cooking, serving, and
cleaning—while strictly following Jain dietary principles of ahimsa and purity. Each meal was
prepared with love and served with humility. The kitchen team was well-organized, with every meal
assigned a lead, co-leads, and backups to ensure smooth operations. Planning began 3 to 4 months
in advance, helping avoid stress and allowing the team to meet the needs of thousands of festival
attendees. This initiative not only improved JCNC's self-reliance, but also strengthened community
bonding. Sangh members came together with tan (effort), man (intent), and dhan (resources)—
offering a beautiful example of organized seva.

Das Lakshana and Other Digambar Observances

Das Lakshana Parva, celebrated during the bright half of Bhadrapada month, is a 10-day festival of
soul purification in the Digambar Jain tradition. Each day focuses on one of the ten supreme virtues:
forgiveness, humility, honesty, contentment, truth, self-restraint, austerity, renunciation, non-
possessiveness, and celibacy. Reflecting on these virtues helps reduce kashay (passions) and brings
the soul closer to liberation.

At JCNC, Das Lakshana is celebrated with devotion and joy. Each day includes poojas, pravachans,
bhakti bhavana, and reflection on the virtue of the day. The Sangh supports one another through
pratikraman, swadhyay, and tapasyas, including ekasana, upvas, and more advanced fasts. These
practices strengthen both individual resolve and community unity. In addition, JCNC celebrates
Ashtanika Parva three times a year—in Phalgun, Ashadha, and Kartika. These eight-day observances




Silver is just the beginning. May we move ahead with
Golden Hearts and timeless faith. May the
memories of this celebration stay with us as a guiding
light throughout our lives!

Bhavik, Minal, Arhan, Rihan Shah
& Family

Neminath Bhagwan Pratishtha Ceremony, Ahmedabad, 2024
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include intense pooja, kriya, and the recitation of sacred texts. These parvas align with cosmic
energies and are believed to bring great spiritual benefit when performed with bhaav. JCNC also
honors two major Kalyanak days of Shri Mahavir Bhagwan: his Janma (birth) on Chaitra Shukla
Trayodashi, and his Moksha on Kartik Amavasya. These days are marked with pooja, abhishek,
bhakti, and spiritual storytelling, inspiring the Sangh to live with compassion, purity, and discipline.
These Digambar traditions are more than annual events—they are spiritual anchors that guide the
community on the path of liberation.

Shrimad Rajchandra Programs

JCNC has been blessed to celebrate and honor the teachings of Param Krupalu Dev Shrimad
Rajchandra through a variety of spiritually enriching programs throughout the year. Each year,
Shrimad Rajchandra Janmotsav is celebrated with devotion and reverence. The program typically
includes Nityakram, Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra Puja, Janmotsav Pado, and Swadhyay sessions, allowing
participants to connect with Shrimad’s message of inner transformation. In addition, JCNC performs
the Shrimad-Bhagwan Mahavir Panch Kalyanak Poojan and during Paryushan, Swadhyay sessions
focus on Shrimad’s teachings.

JCNC also observes several Dehotsarg Din commemorations—for Shrimad Rajchandra, Prabhushriji
(Laghuraj Swami), and Brahmachariji. These programs typically include Nityakram, Atmasiddhi
Bhakti, Virah Pado, Vanchan, and conclude with Sadharmik Vatsalya. The Moti Alochana on
Chomasi Chaudas is another program that emphasizes introspection and repentance, guided by
Shrimad’s principles and also celebrate Shri Atmasiddhi Shashtra Rachana Din, and on the same day
Prabhushri ji's Janmotsav by doing namaskar at each Atmasiddhi gatha beside nityakram.

Kashay Jay Tap: Conquering Internal Adversaries

Kashay Jay Tap is a powerful spiritual practice observed at JCNC to overcome the four inner
enemies of the soul: Krodh (anger), Maan (ego), Maya (deceit), and Lobh (greed). These kashays are
considered major obstacles in Jain dharma, as they bind the soul and prevent spiritual progress. This
16-day tap is designed to weaken these passions through fasting, kriya, reflection, and community
support.

The tap is divided into four cycles, each lasting four days and focused on one kashay:

o Day 1 - Ekasana: one simple meal, eaten once.

« Day 2 - Nivi: one restricted meal

o Day 3 - Ayambil: one austere meal without any of the veggies, fruits, spices, oil, salt, sugar or dairy.
o Day 4 - Upvas: full fast with boiled water only during the day time. (if health permits).

Held at JCNC in 2022, the tap began with blessings from Acharya Bhagwant Shri RatnaSunder
Maharaj Saheb and guidance from Adhyapak Jayeshbhai Khona. That year, 56 tapasvis took

part, many for the first time, and received strong support from the Sangh through daily pooja,
pratikraman, kriya, and pravachans by Shri Champakbhai Mehta, who helped explain the meaning
and solutions for each kashay.

What made this tap truly special was the collective spirit. Tapasvis inspired one another, and the
Sangh helped with logistics and Ayambil meals, allowing everyone to stay focused on their sadhana.
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Heartfelt congratulations

on the 25th anniversary
of JCNC!

"May the timeless principles of Ahimsa,
Compassion, and Spiritual Growth continue
to illuminate our path and strengthen our
Sangh for generations to come.

Wishing continued unity, progress, and
inspiration as we journey forward together.”

Michhami Dukkadam !

Compliments fromu
Aparna & Rasesh Shah,
Indiraben Himatlal Shah,
Kavya & Anay




Akshay Nidhi and Samovasaran Tap: JCNC’s 16-Day Path of Discipline and Devotion

In 2023 and 2024, JCNC introduced a 16-day daily Ekasana program during Akshay Nidhi Tap and
Samovasaran Tap, aligned with the sacred period from Shravan Vad Chauth to Bhadarva Sud Chauth
(Samvatsari). Tapasvis are encouraged to continue this commitment for four consecutive years for
tull spiritual benefit.

In the Akshay Nidhi Tap, participants do Ekasana for 15 days followed by Upvas on the last day.
Samovasaran Tap includes one 4-day cycle of Ekasana, Nivi, Ayambil, and Upvas, or maintaining
Ekasana and a final Upvas. Tapasvis observe brahmacharya(celibacy) and perform Tirthankar Pooja,
Chaitya Vandan, Dev Vandan, Gyan Pooja, Guru Vandan, pratikraman, and attend pravachans. Each
tap follows a defined structure with specific kriyas.

JCNC'’s program is especially inspiring due to diverse participation across age groups. The shared
discipline and devotion have created a strong sense of community bonding and spiritual focus.

Observing Posh Dashmi Tap at JCNC: Honoring Shri Parshwanath Bhagwan
Shree Parshwanath Parmeshthi Ne Namah !
Shree Parshwanath Arhate Namah !

Shree Parshwanathay Namah !
At JCNC, the Posh Dashmi Tap is observed with deep devotion to commemorate the Janma Kalyanak
of Shri Parshwanath Bhagwan on Posh Vad Dasham and his Diksha Kalyanak on Posh Vad Agiyaras.

This three-day tap begins on Posh Vad Naum. Tapasvis observe either Attham (three days of Upvas)
or Ekasana. JCNC organizes Samuhik Ekasana daily, with a different meal format each day:

o Day 1: Ekasana with jaggery water and Tham Chauvihar.
o Day 2: Ekasana with kheer and Tham Chauvihar.

o Day 3: Full Ekasana meal.

Along with fasting, participants engage in daily pooja,
kriya, jaap, pradakshina, and pratikraman. JCNC also
holds special poojas and Bhakti Bhavana to celebrate

these Kalyanak days. Tapasvis are encouraged to continue
Ekasana on every Vad Dasham as an ongoing practice. It is
believed that maintaining this discipline for 10 years and
10 months can lead toward the path of Samadhi. Each year,
many in the Sangh take part in Posh Dashmi Tap, honoring the life of Shrl Parshwanath Bhagwan

Chaumasi Chaudas - A Day of Reflection and Forgiveness

Chaumasi Chaudas is observed every four months as a day of self-reflection, repentance, and
forgiveness. Jains avoid all vegetables and fruits and engage in Tap, Dev Vandan, meditation, and
Pratikraman to reflect on past actions and seek inner purification. At JCNC, the Sangh observes this
day with deep reverence and unity. The community comes together for Samuhik Ekasana, followed by
Chaumasi Dev Vandan and Pratikraman.

Maun Aagiyaras - Embracing Silence and Introspection
Maun Aagiyaras, observed on Magshar Sud 11, is a day dedicated to Maun (silence) and spiritual




25" ANNIVERSARY

We are extremely grateful

to be part of this
wonderful community.
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reflection. We celebrate 150 Kalyanaks of past, present and future Tirthankars on this one day. By
staying silent, individuals focus inward, reducing negative karma and cultivating peace, self-control,
and mindfulness. At JCNC, this day is marked with Samuhik Ekasana, where devotees come together
with tan (effort), man (focus), and dhan (generosity). The quiet atmosphere and shared intention
create a deep sense of unity and spiritual energy.

Ayambil on Karuna Day & Thanksgiving Day: Honoring Ahimsa Through Compassionate Living
Namo Jinanam Jiya Bhayanam (Salutations to the Jinas who protect all living beings)
Ahimsa (non-violence) is a core Jain principle, and at JCNG, it is honored through the observance of
Karuna Day—a time to reflect on Jiv Daya (compassion for all life). Karuna Day is observed during
times when harm to animals is more common, such as Bakri Eid and Thanksgiving. On these days,
JCNC holds Samuhik Ayambil, where participants eat simple meal, without any veggies, fruits,
dairy spices or sugar to express solidarity with voiceless beings and dedicate their fast to universal
compassion. A key part of this effort is the Jiv Daya Fund, which supports the care of animals and
birds in both the U.S. and India, to help provide food, shelter, and medical support. Karuna Day
reminds the JCNC Sangh to practice Ahimsa not just in thought, but in action, and to live by the
teachings of Bhagwan Mahavir through kindness, reflection, and protection of all living beings.

A Path from Shravak to Sadhu Bhagwant - JCNC’s Community Member Shri Sahilbhai Shah
Diksha is one of the most sacred steps in a Jain’s spiritual path—when one
renounces worldly life to follow the path of Sayyam to seek Moksha. In

2012, JCNC was blessed to witness this moment when Sahilbhai Shah, an
active member of the Sangh, embraced Sadhu Diksha. Known for his deep
involvement in temple bhakti, swadhyay, and seva, Sahilbhai chose to give

up all material life and fully dedicate himself to the teachings of Bhagwan
Mahavir. He took Diksha at Girnarji Maha Tirth under Param Pujya Acharya
Shri Hemvallabh Suriswarji, receiving the monastic name Muni Shrim
Vallabh Maharaj Saheb. Many JCNC members traveled to Girnarji for the
ceremony, and a local Diksha Weekend was held at JCNC with pooja, bhakti,
and educational programs. A special skit was performed to share his spiritual
journey with the community.

First Diksha Ceremony in the USA: Badi Diksha of Sadhvi Sanghamitraji
JCNC had the historic honor of hosting the first-ever Jain Badi Diksha ceremony in the United States
on April 8, 2012, when Sadhvi Sanghamitraji, formerly known as Mangalamji, took her final vows of
renunciation at JCNC.

Sadhvi Sanghamitraji has been associated with Veerayatan, Bihar, India

since early childhood. By the age of six, she had memorized important Jain
scriptures such as Bhaktamar Stotra, Kalyan Mandir Stotra, and Tatvartha
Sutra. Under the divine guidance of Acharya Shri Chandanaji Maharaj and
Pujya Gurudev Amar Muniji Maharaj, she studied Jain scriptures and ancient
languages like Sanskrit and Prakrit. She is also known for her melodious
voice, which has touched the hearts of many across the world.

Her initial Diksha took place on December 20, 2011, at Veerayatan, Rajgir,
where she received the new name Sadhvi Sanghamitra. The Badi Diksha,
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marking the final phase of initiation, was held at the Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC) in
Milpitas, California. This momentous event was a milestone for the global Jain community and a
proud moment for the JCNC.

Bahuman of Mumukshu Shri Rishibhai Zaveri - February 2025
On June 8, 2025, Rishibhai Zaveri, a former software engineer, embraced Sadhu Diksha at Shahpur
Tirth, Maharashtra. Before this life-changing moment, he visited JCNC
from February 16-18, 2025, giving the Sangh a chance to honor his
spiritual path through a heartfelt bahuman program.

With a background in technology and a deep spiritual calling, Rishibhai
shared his journey with the JCNC community. His visit included
darshan, seva-pooja, chaitya vandan, and a musical procession joined
by devotees of all ages. During the bahuman ceremony, he engaged
with Pathshala students, answering their questions and inspiring
meaningful conversations. He also met with young professionals to
discuss his path from a successful career to spiritual renunciation. A
highlight of the event was the Upkaran Vandnawali, where youth took
personal abhigrahs (vows)— such as limiting food items to 3 or 6 per
day, committing to 500-800 hours of swadhyay in a year, observing

365 days of santharo, completing 1400 samayik in a year, and spending
100 days with Sadhu bhagwant. It was a truly amazing '-
experience for all attendees. Throughout the weekend,
Rishibhai visited community homes for pagla, offering
blessings and creating lasting memories. Upon taking
Diksha, he received his new name: Rushihem Vijayji
Maharaj Sahebji. The JCNC Sangh proudly offers
anumodana and wishes him strength and peace as he
begins his new journey, inspiring others through his
devotion and example on the path

of Sayyam and Moksha.

4 . '._‘h e
Muni Shri Rushihem Vijayji Maharaj Sahebji

Anjan Shalaka Pratimaji of Jain Temple of LA (JTLA) Sangh at JCNC - March 2025

On March 20-21, 2025, JCNC had the honor of hosting all AnjanShalaka Pratimajis during their

sacred journey from India to the Jain Temple of Los Angeles (JTLA). This special visit brought

immense joy, devotion, and Dharm Laabh to the entire Sangh. The Rang Mandap was beautifully
s » r -2




Mar-2022
Full-day temple opening (7am to 9pm)
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arranged to welcome the Bhagwanjis, creating an atmosphere that truly felt like a “Derasar within

a Derasar.” Seeing the pratimajis along with Devi-Devtas was an unforgettable and emotional
experience for all. JCNC thanks JTLA for allowing the pratimajis to be placed in our Rang Mandap,
especially after all Ponkhna Vidhi RSVPs filled within just two minutes. A heartfelt Bhavna, led by
JCNC bhavna team was dedicated to Shree Shankeshwar Parsvnath Bhagwan, Shree Munisuvrat
Bhagwan, and Shree Neminam Bhagwan. The bhakti expressed moved everyone present. This blessed
visit brought punya, unity, and spiritual upliftment, reminding the JCNC community of the power of
sangh bhakti, seva, and shared dharma.

Regular Weekend Religious Activities at JCNC

JCNC offers a range of weekly religious programs designed to support spiritual growth, community
connection, and consistent dharma practice. The monthly schedule includes:

+ Snatra Pooja on the first Saturday of every month

o Bhaktamar Paath on the second Saturday

« Bhakti Bhavana on the third Friday evening

« Kids’ Pooja, honoring both Digambar and Shwetambar traditions, on the third Saturday

o Navkar Mantra Jaap on the fourth Saturday

o Biweekly Atmasiddhi Bhakti and Vaanchan

These ongoing programs allow community members to remain spiritually engaged throughout the
month. Whether through pooja, path, bhavana, or mantra jaap, each activity provides a space for
reflection, learning, and inner upliftment, helping to cultivate a strong foundation in Jain values and
daily practice.

Saraswati Pujan at JCNC - Honoring the Goddess of Wisdom

On February 1, 2025, JCNC held Saraswati Pujan for the first time, celebrating Saraswati Devi, the

v symbol of knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual light.
- I o The pujan was led by Viragbhai, and over 250

- "l' ooz community members took part in this uplifting
event.

The gathering was filled with bhakti and

L, inspiration, as devotees offered prayers for right

, knowledge and clarity—key foundations of Jain
dharma. The pujan was well-received and marked a
beautiful step in JCNC’s growing focus on spiritual
learning and inner development.
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Adult Swadhyay at JCNC - Deepening Knowledge Through Reflection

Swadhyay, the study of Jain scriptures, is an important spiritual practice that helps cultivate right
faith, knowledge, and conduct. At JCNC, Adult Swadhyay sessions are held regularly during

the Pathshala calendar year. These sessions offer a space for learning, reflection, and deeper
understanding of Jain philosophy and values. Whether exploring basic principles or advanced texts,
Swadhyay at JCNC supports personal growth and builds a stronger sense of spiritual community. The
Sangh’s continued commitment to learning reflects the central Jain belief that gyan (knowledge) is
key to spiritual progress.
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Observing Varshitap Parna at JCNC

In 2024, JCNC introduced a new spiritual tradition by hosting Varshitap Parna on Akshaya Tritiya
to honor tapasvis who completed the 13-month, 13-day Varshitap—one of Jainism’s most revered
austerities. The Executive Committee began this tradition to recognize the deep spiritual efforts of
Sangh members. In 2024, Parna and Bahuman were held for three tapasvis, and in 2025, the Sangh
celebrated two more, offering anumodana and heartfelt respect.

These events give the community a chance to witness and support true sadhana, while inspiring
others to pursue self-discipline and inner growth. JCNC welcomes and encourages future tapasvis to
take on Varshitap, with full support from the Sangh.

A Temple Open All Day, Serving All Generations

Since mid-2022, JCNC Jain Bhavan has been open daily from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM, with pooja
available until 4:00 PM. This extended schedule is rare—even among Jain temples in the U.S. and
India—and reflects JCNC’s deep commitment to serving the community’s spiritual needs. The
flexibility allows individuals to visit at their convenience, including school children who often come
for darshan and pooja in the late afternoon. JCNC is proud to offer this unique opportunity, and it’s
heartening to see the community embracing it fully.

Celebrating 25 Years of Our Jain Bhawan with Spiritual Dedication

The year 2025 marks the 25" anniversary of our Jain Bhawan—a milestone filled with joy, gratitude,

and spiritual dedication. To honor this occasion, JCNC has launched a journey of monthly sadhana

from April to August, leading up to the main celebration from July 25 to August 5.

o In April, the Sangh recited over 1 million Navkar Mantras, far surpassing the 250,000 goal.

« In May, members completed 51,000 Uvassagaharam Stotras and 41,000 Logassa Sutras, more than
doubling the target.

o InJune, over 1,200 Bhaktamar Stotras and 950 samayiks were performed.

o InJuly, the goal is to reach 2.5 million Navkar Jaaps and complete the Sakli Ayambil.

These efforts reflect the unity and devotion of the JCNC community. They not only celebrate the

legacy of our Jain Bhawan, but also strengthen our connection to Jain dharma and sadhana. As we

approach this special occasion, let us continue this journey with joy, discipline, and shared bhaav,

celebrating 25 years of community, values, and spiritual growth.

Walking the Path of Faith Together

JCNC is not just a temple—it is a spiritual place
starting with 500 members in the year 2000 to
5000+ in 2025, where traditions are upheld, the

soul is nourished, and dharma flourishes. Whether
through tapasya, bhakti, pooja, or community
service, the Sangh continues to walk the path shown
by Bhagwan Mahavir. With every passing year, our
devotion grows deeper, our connections stronger,
and our commitment to Jain values more vibrant.

May JCNC continue to be a guiding light for generations to come, helping all souls move
closer to liberation.
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Our JCNC marks its Silver \ear,
With Kalyan Mitras holding dear.
Wellwishers walking, hand-in-hand,

Supporting harmony through the land.

“Past growth achieved, a hopeful sign,” &

May future blessings intertwine.
Let Sangh flourish, spirits climb,

Manifold growth, transcending time.
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Twenty-five years, a journey of grace, JCNC shines, a sacred place.
From dreams once sown with faith and care, to a temple of love, open and rare.

Ankit & Aesha Sanghavi, Khushi & Heer, Uramila Ben Sanghavi( Dadi)

“Star kidz family Daycare LLC”

Wishing a significant milestone
with heartwarming wishes for a

ijﬁ%nniversary

Celebration of JCNC.

Hemant, Anita, Smit, Palak




The Next 25 Years: Transitioning Vision at the Jain
Center of Northern California

Nitin Shah, Co-chair the 25" Anniversary Celebrations Committee, Past President,
Past Board Chair

The Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC) has been a pillar
of the Jain community for decades in Northern California, providing
a space for worship, education, and cultural preservation. For the

last 25 years, JCNC has been existing and progressing harmoniously
with 5 sects of Jains practicing their beliefs, respecting each other’s
beliefs and understanding each other’s perspective. As we look ahead
to the next 25 years, it is essential to envision how JCNC will evolve
to meet the changing needs of its members while staying true to Jain
principles.

Expanding Spiritual and Religious Services:

One of the core missions of JCNC is to provide a spiritual haven for
Jains of all sects/traditions. In the coming decades, the center aims to
expand its religious offerings by:

» Embracing Technology in Worship — Virtual darshan, online pravachans (discourses), and interactive
learning platforms which will allow global access to Jain teachings.

* Enhanced Youth Engagement — Developing innovative programs tailored for younger generations,
such as gamified learning, mobile apps, and mentorship initiatives.

* Intrafaith, Interfaith and Community Outreach — Strengthening relationships with various Jain sects
within the organization and with other religious organizations to promote peace, understanding and
non-violence on a broader scale.

Sustainability and Ahimsa-Driven Initiatives:

Jainism emphasizes non-violence (ahimsa) and environmental consciousness. Over the next 25 years,
JCNC will take a leadership role in:

* Becoming a Green Model Temple — The Center has implemented using renewable solar energy
solutions, eco-friendly infrastructure, and water conservation systems.

* Promoting a Plant-Based Lifestyle — Hosting educational seminars and food festivals to encourage
ethical eating habits aligned with Jain values.

* Encouraging Sustainable Living — Introducing zero-waste initiatives by minimizing paper and
plastic products and develop sustainable consumption practices among community members.

Education and Knowledge Expansion:

The preservation of Jain philosophy is crucial for future generations. JCNC will focus on:

* Advanced Jain Studies Programs — Partnering with universities to create accredited courses on Jain
philosophy and ethics.

* Leadership Training — Grooming young leaders to take active roles in both community service and
professional fields while integrating Jain principles.

* Digital Library and Archives — Creating an accessible repository of Jain scriptures, research papers,
and historical documents.
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Strengthening Community and Philanthropy:
A thriving community requires continuous support and outreach.

JCNC plans to:

* Expand Social Services — Offering healthcare awareness, senior support programs, and mental
wellness resources.

* Global Humanitarian Efforts — Collaborating with international Jain organizations to provide aid
and promote peace initiatives worldwide.

» Economic Empowerment Programs — Assisting community members with career growth,
entrepreneurship, and financial literacy.

Conclusion:

The Jain Center of Northern California is poised for a transformative journey over the next 25 years.
By blending tradition with innovation, sustainability with spirituality, and community service with
global impact, JCNC will continue to be a beacon of Jain values for generations to come. With the
collective efforts of its members, the center will not only preserve Jain heritage but also inspire a
more compassionate and sustainable world.

Let’s embark on this journey together, building a future that reflects our highest aspirations and
deepest convictions.
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Srimad Rajchandra: The Spiritual Visionary Whose Teachings
Bridge Traditions and Inspire Generations
By Pramod Patel and Cogen Bohanec, MA, PhD

Life & History

Srimad Rajcandra (1867-1901), born Lakshminandan Mehta in Vavaniya,
Gujarat, was later renamed Raichand and later Rajchandra. His mother
was Jain, and his father was a Vaisnava Hindu. As a young boy, he was
drawn to the Krsna bhakti tradition of his father and was initiated into
Vaisnavaism by a sadhu named Ramadas. He dreamed of leading Krsna
devotees and initially rejected Jainism due to its denial of a monotheistic
God. However, he was drawn to Jainism’s doctrine of ahimsa and believed
it was the best path to liberation from karmic bondage when his neck beads
broke, symbolizing his initiation as a Krishna devotee.

Rajcandra was seven years old in 1874 when he recalled his past lives (jati smarana jiiana). This
spiritual awakening occurred after a neighbor’s snake bite death, prompting his father to explain the
body’s separation. Witnessing the cremation, he remembered his past lives and resumed his spiritual
progress. This experience is documented in his poems, and a monument commemorates it. Jati
smarana requires intense sadhana practice, and Rajcandra’s case suggests the continuation of his
spiritual effects from previous lives, contributing to his wisdom despite his youth.

Young Rajcandra, a prodigious student, completed seven grades in two years and began composing
poetry at eight. He spoke in public at ten, wrote for newspapers and magazines by eleven, and won
awards for his writings. He mastered Hindi, Sanskrit, and Magadhi and translated Jain scriptures
into Gujarati. Recognized by govern officials at thirteen, he became a respected community member
despite his young age. By fifteen, he was called Kavi (“Poet”) for his works on Rama and Krsna. He
adopted the Jain tradition at sixteen.

Rajcandra’s mastery of avadhdna, a traditional demonstration of mental acumen, involved
performing multiple tasks concurrently. This included improvisational poetry, following specific
themes, meters, forms, words, and prosodic constraints, while enduring intentional distractions and
multitasking. The examinee must remember previous questions, lines of poetry, and constraints, and
recite the entire poem upon completion. The title of Avadhani is bestowed on those who complete a
specific number of concurrent tasks, ranging from eight to 1,000.

At 16 (1884), Rajcandra witnessed an avadhana in Morbi and learned the technique, performing

a 12-tasked avadhana two days later. Praised for his skill, he performed 16, 52, and finally 100
Avadhana (satavadhana) at 20, earning gold medals and the title of Saksat Saravati. However, he
realized fame hindered spiritual progress and stopped participating by 20. Renouncing astrology and
his successful gem business for the same reason, he sacrificed worldly opportunities for a religious
life and was frustrated by attention, often seeking solitude for spiritual practice.

Despite his preference for the unmarried life, Srfimad married Zabakben, as a matter of social

duty that he believed was ordained by karma. He maintained equanimity towards his wife, while
grappling with his renunciation from worldly life as a tension between business, family, and spiritual
progression that resonates with many devotees.
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In 1887, he wrote the Moksa-mala, an accessible text to the broader public. At 29, he composed the
Atma-siddha in a single sitting. Other notable works include Str7 Niti Bodhaka, Sad-bodha-$ataka,
Bhavana Bodha, Namirdja, Survira Smarana, and over 900 letters. He also wrote about Samyati
Dharma and composed commentaries on the Moksa Siddhanta, and works by Kundakunda and
Yasovijaya.

Self-Realization

Srimad’s self-realization occurred in 1890 at the age of 23 while meditating under a mango tree in
Uttarsanda. While we cannot know the exact extent of his self-realization, since he was a vitaraja
Jjnant he may have achieved as high as the 13th gunasthana. Despite this, he continued as a
householder for six years, becoming successful in his business due to his honesty and moral integrity.

During this time, Rajcandra met Mohandas K. Gandhi, who later became known as the “Mahatma.”
They exchanged letters while Gandhi was in South Africa. Gandhi referred to Rajcandra as his
spiritual guide and helper during his spiritual journey. Though Gandhi never became his disciple,
Gandhi was deeply influenced by Rajcandra’s Jain ethos of non-violence (ahimsa). Their relationship
made Srimad known outside his community, as Gandhi’s writings are the most accessible source of
about Srimad’s life to many people outside of Gujarat. Gandhi and Srimad remained close until his
death, and their relationship is a source of pride for his followers.

By his late 20s, despite being a householder, Srimad had been established as an important religious
teacher, attracting massive crowds to his discourses. His closest disciples, including Juthabhai
Ujamshi, Ambalalbhai Lalchand, Sri Lalluji Maharja, and Sobhagbhai of Salya, achieved self-
realization.

At 30, Srimad retired from householder and business life, taking vows of celibacy. He spent four
months in Charotar practicing austerities, as customary for mendicants. In Khambat, he explained
difficult Jain scriptures to mendicants, including Lalluji, who asked his guru to study under Srimad.
Lalluji removed his muh patti to abandon mendicant life and fully commit to Srimad’s teachings,
inspiring others to do the same. After Srimad’s death, Lalluji continued as a mendicant, spreading
Srimad’s teachings in Gujarat.

At 32, during a three-month retreat in Idar, seven Sthanakvasi disciples who were his followers
accompanied him, much to Srimad’s dismay, who desired to be incognito. Srimad instructed them
while sitting on a stone believed to be where Mahavira had meditated. Despite their sectarian
differences, they visited temples and removed their muh pattis to demonstrate the non-sectarianism
nature of their teacher.

Srimad developed a digestive disorder in 1900, but no specific illness was diagnosed. Under his
doctor’s advice, he traveled to the Gujarat coast. He had lost a lot of weight; by 1901, he was only 45
pounds, compared to 65 pounds in 1900. It’s often a point of discussion about the degree to which his
emaciation was deliberate, and if his austerities were the cause of his death as a form of sallekhana.
What is clear is that he was believed to have a digestive disorder that was perhaps antagonized by his
austerities and his detachment from the body. At any rate, Srimad left this world on April 9, 1901, in
Rajkot at age 34. He is described as having a peaceful and controlled death in the spirit of one who
has an advanced level of spiritual realization. Srimad’s devotees believe he’ll soon attain moksa, and
believe his soul reincarnated in the presence of a Tirthankara in the realm known as Mahavidhea,

Legacy
While Srimad deviated from the mendicant model to some extent since he was a lay practitioner, his
personal qualities and life history align with the saintly criteria of a great Jain teacher in many ways.
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Srimad exemplified characteristics commonly associated with Jain saints, such as ascetic practices
like meditation and solitude. These austerities inspired his followers and aligned with sramana
norms. For example, the Jain tradition holds that initiation into mendicancy involves a spectacle

of wealthy householders exchanging their lavish lifestyles for a life of mendicancy. The initiate is
adorned in jewels and opulent clothing before renouncing them, highlighting the material sacrifice
and the superiority of spiritual wealth. Srimad’s renunciation of his successful business and worldly
life follows this expectation.

Further, Srimad was generally believed to possess supernatural abilities like telepathy, future
prediction, mental agility, and the memory of past lives, which his devotees attributed to his inner
purity. Srimad, like other Jain saints, received auspicious visions before birth and was a child prodigy.
His biographies credit his supernatural abilities with being equivalent to those of saints, providing
evidence of his religious authority. However, he renounced these powers when they threatened his
progress, following the saintly code. Unlike some saints who use their powers for personal gain, at
times Srimad used his healing influence to help people find peace during illness and death. Srimad is
believed to have been in his final incarnation before liberation, evidence by the fact that he possessed
supernatural abilities like telepathy, future prediction, mental agility, and past life memory, attributed
to his purity. Stories about his extraordinary abilities are known orally.

While many lay Jains have been venerated, Srimad is unique due to the extent of his veneration. He
is considered divine, his writings sacred literature, and his image worshipped beyond usual accolades
for a lay person. It’s rare for non-initiated mendicants to achieve such status.

As a unified tradition, the teachings of Srimad have gained popularity in diaspora communities,
including East Africa, the UK, and North America, among Gujarati-speaking Jains. However, the
community is diverse, comprising various factions. Estimates of followers range from 100,000 to
400,000, with growth potential. Srimad’s devotees distinguish themselves by honoring his life and
teachings, accepting his Gujarati writings as sacred scripture, and venerating his image.

Most followers are hereditary Jains from Svetambara or Sthanakavasi families due to their close
relationship to Gujarat. His followers adhere to general Jain traditions, festivals, practices, and
beliefs. Most followers identify as Jain and follow dietary restrictions, but notably, there is a strong
Vaisnava influence in Srimad’s teachings and a Vaisnava presence amongst his followers, reflecting
his early affinity, family connections, and initiation as a Krishna bhakta. Srimad taught a universal
truth, attainable by his followers, and it relates to self-realization, which was attained by Srimad and
attainable by his followers. Since Truth is universal, it’s not exclusive to Jainism, and some devotees
may even describe Christ and Buddha as self-realized people. They emphasize that religion’s purpose
is for the soul’s emancipation, not for religious tradition or sectarian identity.

The tradition that follows Srimad is a modern Jain bhakti movement, with sad-guru bhakti being

the primary religious instruction for all Srimad’s disciples. This practice involves various activities,
such as devotional singing, mantras recitation, scriptural study, and communal activities. Srimad’s
teachings on guru bhakti are its principal religious instruction for liberation and are universal to the
Srimad Rajcandra movement. The Atma-siddhi defines self-realization as the aspirant’s goal and
devotion to a true guru as the path to achieving it. Srimad identifies the soul’s inherent quality for
moksa but states that it can only be realized through the guidance of a true guru. Disciples learn from
their guru’s conduct as much as religious instruction, benefiting from close proximity to the guru.
While the guru inspires and instructs, the disciple is ultimately responsible for liberation. Bhava
(sentiment or mood) during one’s spiritual practice and life is the active agent, causing purifying
effects. Proper bhdva enhances worship’s efficacy, while worldly desires lead to demeritorious karma.
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Devotional feelings for the guru generate the correct bhava.

Thus, following the sad-guru’s gj7ia, or “directives,” is of critical importance for the devotee. The
Atma-siddhi (AS) tells us that the Sad-guru possesses direct knowledge of reality and is accessible
within one’s proximity, offering the best guidance to help us reach transcendental goals. They exhibit
a threefold consistency between thoughts, words, and actions, and by following their teachings
(ajria-dhar), we can greatly benefit from their guidance (AS 35). Confusion about the nature of
the self (atma-bhramti) is a significant affliction, and the Sad-guru acts as a wise doctor, providing
a directive akin to medicine, which is meditation (dhyana) and reflection (vicara, AS 129). All
souls are essentially the same as liberated beings (siddha) from a transcendental view, and those
who realize this become liberated. The Sad-guru, the guru’s directive (aj7ia), and those who have
attained full enlightenment (jina-dasa) are instrumental in advancing souls to liberation (AS 135).
Disregarding the means of attainment (such as the Sad-guru, aj7ia, and jinadasa) while focusing
solely on the transcendental goal results in confusion and prevents attaining perfected liberation
(siddhatva) (AS 136), and therefore guru-bhakti is essential for spiritual advancement.

Conclusion

Srimad Rajcandra's life and teachings continue to resonate with followers worldwide, as an
important aspect of the Jain tradition displaying a unique expression of devotional practice.
Srimad’s emphasis on the path to self-realization through the guidance of a true guru, as well as the
importance of inner purity and renunciation, offers a universal message that transcends traditional
religious boundaries not only amongst Jain sects, but amongst the world’s religious teachings more
broadly. Srimad's legacy, marked by his profound spiritual insight, commitment to ahimsa, and
influence on notable figures like Mahatma Gandhi, underscores the enduring impact of his teachings
and the growth potential of his movement within diverse global communities. As a figure who
embraced the spiritual potential even within worldly aspects of life, Srimad Rajcandra exemplifies
the transformative power of devotion and the pursuit of truth, and his life and message are as
important to the world today as they were when he was living in this world.

Pramod Patel is a JCNC Life Benefactor and Cogen Bohanec, PhD is Assistant Professor of Sanskrit and Jain Studies,
Arihanta Institute
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Evolving Jain Dharma: Tradition and Adaptation in North America |
By Sulekh C. Jain, PhD

Introduction

The Jain dharma, the Jain faith and way of life includes the life
of the Jains as a community or group, their thinking, writings,
behavior, art, drama, sculpture, poojas, spirituality, rituals,
celebrations and much more.

Over the past 65 years, approximately 150,000 Jains, primarily
from India, Kenya, and Uganda, have migrated to North America, :
bringing their own gods, diverse traditions and languages. While
rooted in their Indian heritage, the Jain diaspora in North America

has evolved, adapting practices to new cultural contexts without
altering the core principles of Jainism. i

The Indian Jain Diaspora is highly educated, professional and affluent. Starting from the first
generations of immigrant Jains, now we have 2" and 3™ generation and, in some cases, even 4
generation Jains born and raised here in North America.

While the first generation, in addition to the use of English in their profession, spoke and used their
own mother tongue for all social and religious activities, but for the subsequent generations born and
raised here, primarily, English became their mother tongue, and they preferred the used of English in
all religious activities and social celebration.

All these changes in demographics and other factors coupled with the very rapid advancements
in communication and technology, necessitated and demanded changes for adoption to the new
environments and their timely assimilation.

While living in North America, as per S, 3-33[, B 3R UG (place, time, emotions/state, feeling
and environment etc.), Jain diaspora here have continuously adapted the practice of their Jain
religion, leading to changes in customs, traditions, rituals (poojas), and celebrations but no change in
Principles and philosophies. This evolution reflects their efforts to assimilate and balance religious
heritage with the cultural environment of their new home. .

The evolving version of Jainism among the Jain diaspora in the United States and Canada reflects
a blend of tradition and adaptation to the Western cultural and social environment. Here’s how this
“new Jainism” is shaping up:

Challenges and opportunities

e In India, Jainism is often practiced within the framework of sects like Shwetambar, Digambar,
and Sthanakvasi etc. with somewhat distinct rituals and philosophies. However, in North
America, these boundaries are softening. The diaspora often emphasizes shared values over
sectarian differences, fostering a more unified Jain identity.

e Jains in North America face the dual challenge of preserving their religious heritage while
integrating into a predominantly non-Jain society. This has sparked creativity in how they
practice and share their faith, such as hosting vegan cooking workshops, interfaith dialogues,
or charity drives inspired by Jain principles.
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Transformation to establish a non-sectarian Jain Dharma,

Interestingly, from the very beginning, the Jain diaspora in North America envisioned the need to
create a non- sectarian Jain Dharma that will represent all Jains irrespective of their own sectarian
baggage and outlook of language, customs and parts of India they come from. To achieve and
implement this vision and mission, following practical and far-reaching steps were taken

e Nonsectarian naming of all Jain Centers and organizations. Mostly these were named after
the town or City where these were situated and established such as Jain Center of Greater
Boston, Jain Society of Metropolitan Chicago, Jain Society of Houston etc. and none were
named as Digambar or Shwetambars etc. Unfortunately, and only recently, a few organizations
have come up with sectarian names, but this number is still quite small.

o Nonsectarian layout of Jain Temples and Pratimas. This was achieved by accommodating
all traditions under one roof or place and both Digambar and Shwetambar pratimas on one
platform /vedi.

e Joint celebration of Jain festivals such as Mahavir Jayanti, Paryushan and Das Lakshan
Parvas.

o [nviting scholars and sadhus/monks and nuns of all traditions and sects from India for
spiritual guidance and discourses only and not to interfere in the running of the Jain places
and organizations in North America.

o Implementation of Non-Sectarian Sunday pathshala system, curriculums, teachers and books
etlc.

o Emphasis on Jain Way of Life rather than purely on Rituals.
Establishment of Federation of Jain Associations in North America (JAINA)

To advance the vision and mission of one Jain with a broad outlook and free from Sectarianism in
1981, a major milestone was achieved by establishing a Central/Apex Body representing all Jains
without any non-sectarianism. JAINA is a unique, unifier and forward-looking organization, the
only one of its types in the entire Jain world.

During the last 44 years of its existence, JAINA has grown exponentially with nearly 70
organizations as its members, several dozen sub committees, quarterly Magazine “JAIN
DIGEST” weakly electronic newsletter, mailing of a very beautiful Calendar every year, Youth
exchange program, JAINA convention every 2 years (attended by many Thousand Jains from
North America and other countries, recognition and awards to recognize the vision and services
of many and JAINA Ebrary ( a huge resource of Jain agmas).

JAINA also elects its president and Executive Board from all section of Jain diaspora without
regard to sectarianism and gender. In fact, one of the Past Presidents of JAIN was a woman from
Toronto, Canada and similarly most of the Jain Centers have elected women as their president.

Establishment of YJA and YJP with their own charter and standalone conventions.

Institute Succession plans. To bring in and to give chance to fresh blood, outlook and vision,
JAINA and all Jain Centers established succession plans with elections every 2 years. This way,
no individual will serve in one position of importance for his/her life.



Jably Shah, DDS

New and =
Emergency

Patients
Welcome!

Aarisha Dental

Braces — Cosmetics — Implants
Gum & Oral Surgery — General Dentistry

Dental Care for Child and Adult

All PPO Insurance Plans Accepted
Member ADA, CDA, SCCDS, IDA

1761 E. Capitol Expy
San Jose. CA 95121
(408) 223-2500

3465 McKee Rd
San Jose, 95127
(408) 929-881 |

San Jose Foothills/Alum
Rock Area

San Jose East/Evergreen
Area




5. Jain Presence in academia. To share the richness and values of Jain Dharma to a wider non-
Jain audience, during the last 15 years, some visionary Jain leaders have established Endowed
Chairs and professorships in the teaching and research in Non-sectarian Jainism at more than 50
universities around the world (most in USA and Canada) .

6. OTHER Major and Significant changes and Accomplishments
6.1. Institutionalization and Community Centers

e Temples and Jain Centers: Many Jains have established temples and centers across North
America. These serve as hubs for worship, community gatherings, and education.

e Multi-tradition Representation: Since Jains from various sects (Shwetambar, Digambar,
Sthanakvasi, Terapanthi) come together, temples and centers often cater to all traditions,
promoting a more unified Jain identity.

6.2. Simplification of Rituals

e Focus on Philosophy: Many practitioners emphasize core Jain principles like ahimsa (non-
violence), Aparigrah (non-possessiveness), and anekantavada (multiple perspectives) over
elaborate rituals.

o Simplified Poojas: Traditional rituals have been streamlined to fit busy lifestyles, often
taking place during weekends or major festivals rather than daily.

6.3. Education and Youth Engagement

o Pathshalas (Jain Schools): Jain centers conduct weekly classes for children and youth to
teach Jain philosophy, ethics, and scriptures, often in English.

e Youth Camps and Conventions: Organizations like YJA (Young Jains of America) and
JAINA (Federation of Jain Associations in North America) organize retreats, conventions,
and camps to engage the younger generation. These events often combine spirituality
with discussions on modern challenges like climate change, mental health, and career
development.

6.4. Technology and Virtual Worship

o Digital Access: Online lectures, virtual poojas, and Jain apps provide easy access to religious
teachings and practices.

e Global Connectivity: Jains in North America frequently connect with teachers and monks in
India via video conferences and live-streamed sermons.

6.5. Interfaith and Outreach Efforts

e Many Jains actively participate in interfaith dialogues, sharing their principles of non-
violence and environmental sustainability with other religious and secular communities.

e The concept of ahimsa has resonated widely, aligning with global movements like veganism,
animal rights, and environmental activism.

6.6. Festivals and Celebrations

o Localized Celebrations: Jain festivals like Paryushan and Mahavir Jayanti are celebrated on
weekends to accommodate work and school schedules.
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6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

Cultural Adaptations: Some celebrations incorporate North American elements, such as
potlucks or combining traditional poojas with community service activities.

Dietary Practices and Veganism

While vegetarianism is a core tenet, many Jains in North America are embracing veganism as
an extension of ahimsa, avoiding not just meat but also dairy products due to ethical concerns
about animal exploitation.

Shift Toward Practical Jainism

There is an increasing emphasis on applying Jain principles to contemporary issues, such as
environmental sustainability, mental well-being, and ethical business practices.

Some Jains advocate for “practical Jainism,” focusing less on strict ritual adherence and more
on living a principled, ethical life in harmony with Jain values.

Gender and Social Dynamics

Women and youth often take active roles in leadership within Jain communities, which
reflects a progressive shift compared to traditional practices in India.

6.10. Universal Relevance of Jain Values

Jainism’s emphasis on ahimsa (non-violence) and environmental consciousness aligns
seamlessly with global challenges like climate change, animal rights, and ethical consumption.
This has allowed Jain teachings to transcend cultural boundaries, appealing even to non-Jains
who resonate with its message of sustainability and compassion.

6.11. From Rituals to Ethics

This shift toward a more ethics-driven practice of Jainism signifies a deep understanding of its
philosophy. Many Jains are moving beyond ritualistic observances to embrace the essence of
Jain values in their daily lives, influencing how they make decisions as individuals, families,
and communities.

6.12. The Role of Generational Exchange

Elders in the community often serve as the custodians of tradition, while the younger
generation brings fresh perspectives and innovations. This intergenerational dialogue is
shaping a version of Jainism that is both rooted in tradition and relevant to modern times. For
example, youth initiatives often focus on applying Jain principles to social justice, technology,
or entrepreneurship.

6.13. Spiritual Leadership in a New Context

The lack of Jain monks and nuns living permanently in North America has shifted the
responsibility of spiritual leadership to laypeople and scholars. Community leaders, often
well-versed in both Jainism and Western culture, have stepped in to fill this gap, making
spiritual teachings more accessible and relatable.

6. 14 Cross-Cultural Bridges

The North American Jain community has become a bridge between East and West,
showcasing how an ancient religion can thrive in a modern, multicultural context. Festivals,
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public lectures, and participation in global initiatives highlight Jainism as a living tradition
with universal relevance.

7. Challenges, Opportunities, new Jain Dharma and Legacy for the Future

e Generational Divide: While older generations strive to preserve traditional practices,
younger generations often seek ways to integrate Jain values into their modern lives without
rigid adherence to rituals. The pressures of assimilation can sometimes dilute religious
practices, especially among second- and third-generation Jains. However, many young Jains
are finding innovative ways to express their faith—through art, music, social media, or
advocacy assuring that their identity remains vibrant and meaningful.

o Cultural Hybridization: This evolving Jainism is a blend of Indian heritage and North
American culture, creating a dynamic identity that respects tradition while embracing
modernity.

e The new Jainism in North America is not just a story of adaptation but adapting it to remain
relevant, inclusive, and impactful in a globalized and fast-paced world. This is also a
testament to the resilience and universality of its core principles. The evolving version of
Jainism in North America is not just about sustaining a diaspora community—it is also about
building a legacy. By investing in institutions, education, and intergenerational dialogue, the
Jain community is ensuring that the faith will continue to grow and adapt for generations to
come.

e North America’s Jain community is uniquely positioned to be a global leader in promoting
Jain principles. By leveraging their resources, education, and networks, they can amplify Jain
values on the world stage, particularly in areas like climate action, ethical leadership, and
interfaith harmony.

o Jain values provide a timeless framework to address global challenges by offering ethical,
sustainable, and compassionate solutions. They are not just spiritual ideals but practical tools
for creating a more harmonious and sustainable world.

Jain values, deeply rooted in principles of non-violence, self-discipline, and sustainability, have
begun to resonate globally, especially in addressing some of the most pressing issues of our time.
Here’s a look at how Jain principles are influencing global challenges:

Dr. Sulekh Chand Jain is a founder and co-founder of more than a dozen influential organizations and institutions across
North America. With an unwavering commitment to Jainism and community service, he has held key leadership roles,
including Secretary and President of several prominent Jain organizations such as the Federation of Jain Associations in
North America (JAINA), the Jain Society of Houston, and the Jain Center of Cincinnati/Dayton Ohio. In 2005, alongside
Dr. Shugan Jain, he co-founded the International School for Jain Studies (ISJS), an institution that has profoundly shaped

the landscape of Jain academic studies across North America, the U.K., Europe, and beyond.
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Awakening the Path of Jain Yoga: A Journey of Transformation
and Self-Discovery

By Cogen Bohanec, MA, PhD

Jain Yoga, rooted in the ancient wisdom of Jainism, offers a profound path
for spiritual growth, self-discovery, and transformation. This timeless
tradition, emphasizing non-violence (ahimsa), truthfulness (satya), and
asceticism, has evolved over centuries, adapting to diverse cultural
contexts, including modern Western societies.

Historical Context of Jain Yoga

Jain Yoga draws inspiration from the teachings of Mahavira, the 24" Tirthankara of Jainism, who
lived in the 6™ century BCE. The core tenets of Jainism, including the practice of meditation and
self-discipline, are integral to Jain Yoga. Traditional texts, such as the Tattvartha Sutra and the
Samayasara, outline the philosophical foundations of Jain Yoga, highlighting the importance of inner
purification, mind control, and sensory discipline (cf. Miller, 2019). The Yoga Sutras of Patanjali,
while primarily associated with Hinduism, also share conceptual overlaps with Jain practices,
particularly in their focus on meditation and ethical living (cf. O’Brien-Kop, 2018). In pre-modern
times, Jain Yoga was primarily practiced within monastic communities, where ascetic practices

were emphasized. Monks and nuns engaged in rigorous meditation and physical austerities to attain
spiritual liberation (moksa). The Siddhanta texts, which include commentaries on the 7attvartha
Sutra, provide insights into the meditative practices and ethical guidelines that shaped traditional Jain
Yoga (cf. Miller, 2019).

Interface with the Modern Yoga Movement

The modern international yoga movement, which gained momentum in the late 19" and early 20"
centuries, has seen a significant blending of various yoga traditions, including Jain Yoga. As yoga
became popularized in the West, it often emphasized physical postures (asanas) and breathing
techniques (pranayama), sometimes at the expense of the deeper philosophical and ethical
dimensions inherent in traditional practices (cf. Newcombe, 2009).

Jain practitioners have adapted their spiritual practices to contemporary settings, where mindfulness
and meditation are increasingly recognized for their mental health benefits. Jain meditation
techniques, focusing on inner peace and non-attachment, have resonated with mindfulness practices
popularized in Western contexts. Jain practitioners in the diaspora have sought to maintain the
integrity of their spiritual practices while also engaging with the broader yoga community. This has
led to the adaptation of Jain Yoga principles within contemporary settings, where mindfulness and
meditation practices are increasingly recognized for their mental health benefits. For instance, Jain
meditation techniques, which focus on inner peace and non-attachment, have found resonance in
mindfulness practices popularized in Western contexts (cf. Greeson, 2009).

Moreover, Western converts to Jainism have contributed to the dialogue between traditional Jain
practices and modern yoga. Many converts are drawn to Jainism’s emphasis on non-violence and
ecological sustainability, aligning with contemporary concerns about environmental degradation. This
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intersection has led to the development of courses and workshops that integrate Jain contemplative
practices with broader yoga teachings, promoting a holistic approach to well-being that encompasses
physical, mental, and spiritual health (cf. Miller, 2019).

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite the growing interest in Jain Yoga within the modern yoga movement, challenges remain. The
commercialization of yoga often overlooks the ethical and philosophical dimensions that are central
to Jain teachings. Additionally, the emphasis on physical postures can sometimes overshadow the
meditative and ascetic practices that are vital to Jain Yoga (cf. Newcombe, 2009).

However, there is an opportunity for greater integration and understanding. As awareness of the
diverse roots of yoga increases, practitioners and scholars alike are beginning to explore the rich
tapestry of traditions that contribute to contemporary yoga practices. This includes recognizing the
contributions of Jainism and its unique approach to yoga as a means of spiritual development and
ethical living (cf. Miller, 2019).

Jain Yoga as a Source of Hope for the Future

In modern times, Jain Yoga is experiencing something of a resurgence, as its timeless principles and
practices resonate deeply with contemporary spiritual seekers. The international yoga movement has
provided a vibrant platform for Jain teachings to flourish on a global scale, introducing the values

of ahimsa (non-violence), aparigraha (non-possessiveness), and asceticism to a new generation

of practitioners. As Jain Yoga continues to evolve and adapt to modern contexts, it remains deeply
rooted in its traditional heritage. The integration of Jain Yoga into the global yoga movement reflects
both the challenges of preserving ancient practices in a rapidly changing world and the opportunities
for cross-cultural exchange, innovation, and growth. In an era where the values of compassion,
sustainability, and mindfulness are needed more than ever, the proliferation of Jain Yoga offers a
beacon of hope. As the world grapples with the complexities of modern life, the timeless wisdom

of Jainism provides a powerful antidote to the stresses and uncertainties of our times. Through its
emphasis on non-violence, self-discipline, and inner transformation, Jain Yoga offers a holistic
approach to well-being that encompasses physical, mental, and spiritual health. As this ancient
tradition continues to inspire and guide modern spiritual seekers, its influence is poised to expand,
fostering a more compassionate, sustainable, and mindful world for all.
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Parasparopagraho Jivanam:

The Interconnected Web of Life and Its Scientific Foundations
By Dr Bipin Doshi and Vishal Mehta

Preface

The Jain community faces a demographic challenge, with a fertility rate
of 1.2 that, if sustained or declined further, could lead to an insignificant
population by the end of this century. This raises a crucial question: how
do we ensure that the teachings of Jain philosophy and the wisdom of
Tirthankar Mahaveer remain alive?

More importantly, how do we ensure the cardinal principles of
Jainism—Ahimsa (non-violence), Aparigraha (non-attachment), and
Anekantavada (multiplicity of truths) stay relevant —in a way that is
universally understandable, scientifically grounded, and logically acceptable, regardless of faith,
nationality, socioeconomic status, or academic background?

The answer lies in a simple yet profound phrase: “Parasparopagraho Jivanam”—All living beings
are interdependent. This powerful concept is not just a philosophical statement but a universal

truth deeply embedded in the fabric of existence. It serves as the foundation for understanding the
interconnectedness of life and the delicate balance that sustains it.

Ahimsa (non-violence) is an inherent aspect of this interdependence, as any harm inflicted upon one
part of the system inevitably disrupts the whole. When we exploit natural resources without restraint,
pollute the environment, or engage in conflict, we are ultimately harming ourselves, for we exist
within this same interconnected web. Aparigraha (non-accumulation / minimalism) is a natural
extension of this principle, emphasizing that excessive accumulation or greed upsets the balance

of nature, depriving others and creating social and ecological disharmony. Anekantavada (multi-
dimensional thinking) reinforces this interdependence by encouraging an open-minded perspective—
recognizing that truth is not singular and that different viewpoints contribute to a more holistic
understanding of reality, just as diverse elements within an ecosystem sustain one another.

In a world increasingly defined by interconnected challenges—climate change, social inequality, and
global conflicts—this phrase, Parasparopagraho Jivanam, offers a universal framework for ethical
& sustainable living. It reinforces the idea that the well-being of any one individual, species, or
community is intrinsically tied to the well-being of all. The essence of Parasparopagraho Jivanam
echoes the ancient wisdom of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam— “The world is one family”, reminding us |
that harmony and coexistence are not just ethical ideals but necessities for survival.

As we delve deeper into this article, we will explore how Jain philosophy aligns with global traditions
and cutting-edge scientific discoveries, illustrating that the wisdom of our ancestors continues to offer
solutions for a sustainable and harmonious future.

Introduction

The Jain aphorism Parasparopagraho Jivanam, from the Tattvartha Siitra, is often translated

as “Souls render service to one another” or “All life is bound together by mutual support and
interdependence.” This principle is fundamental to Jain ethics, reinforcing doctrines such as Ahimsa
(non-violence) and Anekantavada (the doctrine of multiple perspectives). While this wisdom is
deeply philosophical and spiritual, contemporary scientific research also supports the notion that
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all life—and indeed all matter—is interconnected in profound ways. This article explores similar
principles in global philosophical traditions and examines scientific theories that corroborate Jain
teachings.

Philosophical Parallels Across Cultures
Indian Philosophies

1. Vedanta and Advaita: The concept of Brahman, the ultimate interconnected reality, parallels
Parasparopagraho Jivanam. Vedanta posits that all beings are interconnected facets of the
same divine consciousness.

2. Buddhism: The doctrine of Pratityasamutpdada (dependent origination) states that all
phenomena arise due to interdependent causes and conditions.

3. Sankhya and Yoga: These traditions recognize the interplay of Purusha (consciousness) and
Prakriti (nature), emphasizing balance and interconnectedness in the universe.

Global Philosophical Traditions

1. Stoicism (Greece): The Stoics believed in cosmopolitanism—the idea that all beings are part
of a single, interdependent system.

2. Taoism (China): The Dao De Jing describes the universe as a web of interconnected forces
(Qi), where balance and harmony govern existence.

3. Indigenous Knowledge Systems: Many indigenous traditions emphasize interdependence,
particularly in ecological stewardship, recognizing humans as part of a vast, interconnected
web of life.

Quantum Entanglement and Parasparopagraho Jivanam: The Interwoven Fabric of Existence
Quantum entanglement is a fundamental concept in quantum mechanics where particles become
interconnected in such a way that the state of one particle instantaneously influences the state of
another, regardless of the spatial distance between them. This phenomenon defies classical physics
and suggests a deeper, non-local connectivity within the fabric of reality.

The effect of one entangled particle on another is instantaneous, surpassing the constraints of classical
communication.

Connection to Parasparopagraho Jivanam
Philosophical Parallels

1. Non-Separability: Just as entangled particles remain connected beyond spatial constraints,
Jain philosophy asserts that all souls and life forms are interwoven in an intricate web of
existence.

2. Mutual Interdependence: The instantaneous nature of quantum entanglement mirrors the
Jain belief that all beings affect one another’s existence, reinforcing the principle of universal
interconnectivity.

3. Anekantavada (Multiplicity of Truths): Quantum superposition aligns with the Jain doctrine
that reality is multifaceted, where different perspectives reveal complementary truths.

Complexity Theory and Ecosystems
Complexity theory studies how interconnected systems function, adapt, and evolve. Ecosystems are
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prime examples of such systems, where seemingly minor changes can have ripple effects throughout
the environment. For instance, the decline of bees due to habitat loss or pesticides disrupts pollination,
affecting crop yields and global food security. This demonstrates how the survival of one species is
intricately tied to the well-being of others, reinforcing the Jain principle that no life exists in isolation.

In a forest, trees exchange nutrients through fungal networks known as the “Wood Wide Web,”
showcasing interdependence. A single tree’s health impacts not just its own growth but also the soil,
microorganisms, and neighboring plants. These scientific observations echo the Jain understanding
that harming one life form indirectly affects countless others.

The Butterfly Effect: Small Causes, Large Effects

The Butterfly Effect, a concept from chaos theory, suggests that small actions can lead to
disproportionately large consequences. A butterfly flapping its wings in one part of the world
might trigger a chain of events leading to a storm elsewhere. Similarly, human activities—such
as deforestation or overfishing—create cascading effects on climate patterns, ocean currents, and
biodiversity.

Consider plastic pollution in oceans. A discarded plastic bottle might harm plankton, which are the
foundation of the marine food chain. This, in turn, impacts fish populations, marine predators, and
ultimately human livelihoods dependent on fishing industries. The seemingly trivial act of littering
demonstrates how interconnected actions are, reinforcing the idea that the well-being of one life form
is inseparable from the health of others.

Ecological Interconnectedness: The Web of Life

Ecology, the scientific study of interactions among organisms and their environment, emphasizes the
dynamic relationships between biotic (living) and abiotic (non-living) components. These interactions
are crucial for maintaining ecological balance and the sustainability of life on Earth.

Key Insights:

e Ecosystem Dynamics: Ecosystems consist of complex food chains and networks where
energy and nutrients cycle through various trophic levels. The removal or decline of a single
species can disrupt these networks, leading to cascading effects throughout the ecosystem.

o Biotic-Abiotic Interactions: Non-living elements such as water, soil, and air play pivotal
roles in supporting life. For instance, soil composition affects plant growth, which in turn
influences herbivores and higher trophic levels.

Researchers have demonstrated that ecological balance is maintained through the interconnectedness
of all components within an ecosystem. Disruptions in these interactions can lead to significant
environmental consequences.

A Holistic Perspective on Life

Parasparopagraho Jivanam serves as a timeless reminder of the balance needed for coexistence.
Science and spirituality converge here: ecosystems are networks of cooperation and mutual support,
not isolated entities. Humans, as part of this web, have a responsibility to act with awareness,
minimizing harm and fostering harmony.

Complexity theory and the Butterfly Effect illustrate that even minor disruptions to nature can have
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far-reaching consequences, much like the Jain ethos warns against careless actions. By respecting
and nurturing the interconnected web of life, humanity aligns with both ancient wisdom and modern
science, fostering sustainability for future generations.

This principle inspires us to recognize the profound truth: life thrives not in isolation but in
interconnectedness—a message ever more relevant in today’s fragile world.

Dr Bipin Doshi, MBBS, FCGP is a Jain philosopher and founder of Jain Chair at Mumbai University. He is author of
renowned book “Gandhi before Gandhi” on life of Virchand Gandhi. Dr Doshi is Chairman of JAINA India Foundation,
and he is a practicing physician, Borivali (W), Mumbai.

Arihant Sharnam Program — A Compassionate Support System in Times of Loss

The loss of a loved one is one of life’s most difficult and emotional experiences. In such moments
of grief, families can feel overwhelmed—not only with sorrow, but with the many urgent
responsibilities and logistics that follow.

In response to this need, JCNC has launched the Arihant Sharnam Program, a heartfelt initiative
led by our Executive Committee and dedicated volunteers. This program is designed to offer a
compassionate support system for families navigating the loss of a loved one.

Our trained volunteers will assist with:

* Understanding and guiding families through Jain way of last rites and rituals
* Helping with Bhakti-Bhavna at the temple, if the family so chooses

» Providing emotional and logistical support like sending Parthiv Sharir to india during this

vulnerable time

As a community rooted in Jain values of compassion, care, and seva (selfless service), we believe no
family should go through this journey alone. Through this initiative, we aim to stand by one another
with empathy and strength—helping ensure that sacred final rituals are carried out with dignity,
clarity, and peace of mind.

Together, we can bring comfort where it is needed most, and uphold the spirit of community during
life’s most delicate moments.

To avail this service, community can reach out to pr(@jcnc.org .
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Observing Ahimsa in Daily Life
By Kaishal Dalal, JCNC life member

' Cultivating Compassion and Mindfulness

Ahimsa, the principle of non-violence, is a profound philosophy rooted
in ancient traditions, notably within Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduism.
Observing Ahimsa in daily life involves cultivating compassion and
mindfulness in your thoughts, actions, and choices. This practice
encourages a harmonious existence with oneself and others, fostering
peace and understanding in our interactions.

Understanding Ahimsa

Ahimsa is more than just the avoidance of physical violence; it encompasses a broader spectrum
of non-harm towards all living beings, including oneself. At its essence, Ahimsa is about making
conscious decisions that promote kindness and prevent harm, whether through words, thoughts, or
deeds.

Practical Steps to Observe Ahimsa
Implementing Ahimsa into daily life requires intention and practice. Here are some practical steps to
guide you:

1. Mindful Communication

One of the most effective ways to observe Ahimsa is through mindful communication. This involves
speaking with kindness, avoiding harmful language, and being aware of the impact of your words
on others. Practice listening actively and empathetically, ensuring that your conversations contribute
positively to the well-being of those around you.

2. Compassionate Choices

Make choices that reflect compassion and non-violence. This can include adopting a plant-based diet,
supporting ethical and cruelty-free products, and prioritizing sustainable living. Consider extending
compassion to nature by planting trees. Each decision, from what you eat to the products you
purchase, can reflect your commitment to Ahimsa. It aligns closely with minimizing harm to animals
and the environment

3. Self-Care and Self-Love

Observing Ahimsa also involves caring for yourself. Engage in self-care practices that nurture your
physical, mental, and emotional health. Avoid self-critical thoughts and behaviors that harm your
well-being. Treat yourself with the same kindness and compassion you extend to others.

4. Mindful Consumption

Be mindful of your consumption patterns. Reduce waste, recycle, and choose environmentally
friendly options. By minimizing your ecological footprint, you contribute to the well-being of the
planet and all its inhabitants.

|
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S. Non-Violent Actions

Incorporate non-violent actions into your daily life. This includes resolving conflicts peacefully,
practicing patience, and avoiding aggressive behaviors. Strive to create an environment of peace and
understanding, both at home and in your community.

6. Kindness in Thoughts

Cultivate positive and kind thoughts. Be aware of negative thinking patterns and replace them with
affirmations and constructive reflections. This mental practice helps in creating a compassionate
mindset that aligns with the principles of Ahimsa.

7. Forgive and Let Go

Forgiveness promotes inner peace and prevents harm caused by anger or resentment. Forgiveness can
rebuild trust and harmony in relationships. When you forgive, you often step into the other person’s
perspective, cultivating empathy. This understanding is central to Ahimsa, as it encourages kindness
and reduces feelings of animosity. Let go of grudges or negative emotions toward others.

8. Community Engagement

Participate in community activities that promote non-violence and compassion. Volunteer for
organizations that support humane causes, engage in social activism for peace, and connect with like-
minded individuals who share your values.

9. Reflective Practice

Set aside time for reflective practice. Meditation, journaling, and mindfulness exercises can help you
stay grounded in the principles of Ahimsa. Reflect on your daily actions and thoughts, identifying
areas where you can improve and deepen your commitment to non-violence.

Adapting Ahimsa to Your Lifestyle

Each of these steps can be adapted to fit your lifestyle and values. Whether you are drawn to mindful
communication, compassionate choices, or self-care, there’s an aspect of Ahimsa that resonates with
everyone. Explore the principles that align with your personal beliefs and circumstances, integrating
them into your daily routine.

Conclusion

Observing Ahimsa in daily life is a transformative journey that nurtures compassion and mindfulness.
By consciously choosing non-violence in your thoughts, actions, and choices, you contribute to a
more peaceful and harmonious world. Embrace the practice of Ahimsa, and let it guide you towards a
life of kindness, understanding, and profound respect for all living beings.
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A Transformative Year for JCNC Pathshala
Nayan Jain, Ex-VP of JCNC Education/Pathshala, 2021-2022

The year 2022 was truly transformative for JCNC Pathshala. JCNC has been
running Pathshala programs for over 20 years. During the COVID-19 lockdown,
as our center was shut down, our education team quickly adapted to online
learning through Zoom, finding creative ways to keep students connected to Jain
values. As the world began returning to in-person life, we also started thinking:
how can we not only resume but reimagine our Pathshala?

I joined the JCNC education team as an EC member during those challenging COVID years. Through
that experience, I learned about our pathshala and how deeply committed our parents, students and
volunteers are—and how much more we could do to strengthen our programs. The return to in-person
gave us a rare chance to make bold, lasting changes for the better.

While most changes in life are gradual, every once in a while, something truly transformational
happens. That’s exactly what we experienced at JCNC in 2022. Before sharing the changes we made,
let me first give you an overview of our Pathshala and how it is structured.

About JCNC Pathshala & Programs:

JCNC Pathshala is one of the largest Jain Pathshala in the U.S., serving over 650 unique students
each year. It is led by a dedicated team of teachers, coordinators, and volunteers, and offers a wide
range of programs for children and families.

The main focus is the Jain Pathshala, which provides classes based on JAINA’s English curriculum
for students from preschool through high school. Classes are grouped into three batches—Senior,
Junior, and Preschool Jain Pathshala classes —and are held on Sundays, following the school grade
of each child. This keeps children of similar ages learning together. There are currently 500+ students
enrolled, and the number continues to grow.

In addition to Pathshala, JCNC offers a range of educational programs, including Jain Sutra,
Bhaktamar, and JAB classes; Hindi and Gujarati language instruction; Jain music (bhajan) classes;
and SAT prep for high school students. These programs serve over 500+ students and are held on
weekdays, weekends, or Pathshala Sundays. The JCNC Library also supports learning with a wide
collection of Jain books, open on Sundays and during major events.

JCNC Pathshala hosts several key events throughout the year that support learning, community,

and fun. The Jain Assembly, held on Pathshala Sundays, brings together students, teachers, and
parents for prayers, announcements, and celebrations. Major annual events include Graduation and
Teacher Appreciation, where students receive certificates and teachers are honored, and Mahavir
Janma Kalyanak (MJK), where students perform skits, dances, and songs. The Jiv Daya Trip teaches
compassion through hands-on experiences with animals, while the Library Reading Challenge
encourages students to read Jain books and take part in a quiz. Language Days celebrate Hindi and
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Guyjarati learning through student performances. Younger students enjoy a Day Camp, and older ones
attend a Sleepover filled with games, crafts, and bhakti. The year starts with Registration and
Orientation, and teachers prepare through an annual Training Workshop to ensure quality learning for
all.

supported by 20+ coordinators who manage planning,
communication, and daily operations. Over 80 teachers and
substitutes lead classes, while event leads handle major programs like
Mabhavir Janma Kalyanak. The youth-led Assembly Team runs
Sunday sessions, and the Library Team manages resources on
weekends. A BOD Education Committee oversees long-term
planning. Over 100 adult and student volunteers support events, tech,
facilities, food, and earn PVSA hours through their contributions.
This organized and collaborative structure ensures that all JCNC Pathshala programs run smoothly,
allowing us to offer high-quality education and experiences to every student.

The Pathshala Transformation: In 2022, JCNC Pathshala had a unique opportunity to make major
improvements and strengthen student engagement. Here are some of the key changes and new
initiatives we introduced:

1. Return to In-Person Pathshala: Bringing students back after two
years of virtual learning (due to Covid-19) was a major milestone.
We started with Grades 3—7 (senior students) and introduced a
hybrid model—offering both in-person and online options so
families could choose what worked best. About 80% of senior
students returned in person. Thanks to the hard work of coordinators,
teachers, volunteers, and parents, the transition was a great success.

2. New Pathshala Calendar: Previously, classes were held every other Sunday, with seniors and
juniors alternating weeks. This sometimes led to long breaks between sessions. In 2022, we
introduced a custom calendar with Pathshala on most Sundays, while still observing breaks on
long weekends and major temple events. This allowed us to offer 22+ sessions annually and
maintain continuous engagement.

3. Multiple Batches on Sundays: With in-person classes returning and enrollment rising to 375+,
we needed more space. We introduced a multi-batch system to run multiple sessions each Sunday
(e.g., 10—11 AM for seniors, 11-12 PM for juniors). This helped manage classroom capacity,
dining, and parking. The model received great feedback from families, especially those with
children in different batches. As enrollment grew to 650+, this model enabled expansion to four
batches per day.
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. JCNC Pathshala T-Shirts: We launched custom-

. Pathshala Assembly: To bring everyone together and start the
day as one, we introduced a Sunday Pathshala Assembly—
just like morning assemblies in schools in the U.S. or India.
Everyone — students, teachers, coordinators, and parents—
gathered in the auditorium to recite the Navkar Mantra,
celebrate birthdays and festivals, recognize volunteers, share
announcements, and honor Tapasvis. It created a strong

sense of unity and purpose.

designed t-shirts for over 500 Pathshala students (ages 3—15).
Each shirt featured JCNC branding and a Jain message,
designed carefully to reflect Jain values. The t-shirts created
a sense of belonging and were loved by students, parents, and
teachers alike.

pachakali

. Reading Challenge Program: To promote reading, we introduced
a Jain Reading Challenge similar to public library programs. Over
120 students signed up to read English Jain story books about
monks, kings, and Jain values. We included Kahoot quizzes and
prizes to make it fun and rewarding. Parents were thrilled to see
their children reading at the temple.

. JCNC Library Reopening: After being closed for over

two years during COVID, the JCNC Library was reopened.
Volunteers helped clean, reorganize, and set up a simple
checkout system—with no late fees or time limits—to make
reading more accessible. The library is now open every
Pathshala Sunday and has become a favorite spot for students
and parents to explore Jain books.

. Launch of JAB and PVSA Programs: We officially brought the Jain Academic Bowl (JAB)
and Presidential Volunteer Service Awards (PVSA) programs
under the Education Committee (EC). JAB is a competitive
Jain quiz program at the JAINA Convention, and with EC
support, we saw 35 students join. PVSA, a popular program
for high schoolers, rewards volunteer hours with recognition
from the President of the United States. Both programs are
now well-structured and have received strong community
participation.

. Language Day Celebrations: We introduced Bhasha Divas for Hindi and Gujarati students to
showcase what they learned. Students presented poems, essays, and other performances related to
their language and culture. This program continues to be well received.
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Participation in Chha Gau Yatra: Pathshala students
actively participated in the Chha Gau Yatra, performing
Chaityavandan in front of the temple. This helped them
connect deeply with the spiritual aspect of the yatra and
become more involved in religious events.

Expanded English Book Collection: As more children
and parents prefer reading in English, we expanded our Jain
book collection with titles sourced from Indian publishers, Amazon, eBay, and even out-of-
print collections. A book exhibition showcased these new additions, and we received generous
sponsorships to continue growing our library.

Weekdays Online Sutra Classes: Previously, our sutra classes were held in person every two
weeks and had low attendance. To improve participation and consistency, we moved sutra classes
online and made them weekday evenings (Monday to Thursday). This made it easier for students
to attend and helped them retain what they learned. Many students now confidently recite sutras
in various temple events.

US Born Youth Engagement: We focused on involving the U.S.-born youth in our education
team and programs. Many middle and high school students volunteered at Pathshala, and

we partnered with the Berkeley Jain Students Association to further strengthen college-level
engagement. The PVSA program also encouraged more youth participation.

Sutra Book correction: We discovered that one of the JAINA Sutra books had an incorrect
version of a Jain Pratikraman Sutra that is over 800 years old and should not be changed by any
layperson. A review committee consulted scholars, Maharaj Sahebs in India, and the JAINA team.
Based on their guidance, we decided— with EC approval— to stop using the incorrect book and
instead teach from an accurate sutra book. This reflects our commitment to teaching the correct
Jain principles with care and responsibility.

Policy and Process Documentation: With so many new changes, we created detailed guidelines
and policies to help standardize operations. Roles for coordinators, event planning, and general
Pathshala procedures were documented to ensure consistency and make it easier for future
volunteers and leaders.

These new initiatives helped JCNC Pathshala grow stronger, more inclusive, and more engaging.

The energy, commitment, and teamwork shown by everyone involved—students, parents, teachers,
volunteers, and EC members—made 2022 a truly transformative year. The next pathshala team have
continued these programs and introduced further new ideas. We are proud of how far we’ve come and
excited for the continued growth ahead.

To the future leaders, If you’re reading this article in the future, here’s my advice: Believe in yourself.
Always reflect on what’s truly right for the community—not just what feels right to you personally.

Be bold. Aim for meaningful, transformative change, and commit yourself fully to making it succeed.
With courage, clarity, and hard work, you’ll leave a lasting impact.
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As I reflect on the year, I feel proud and grateful. JCNC Pathshala is more than just classes—it’s a
place where our children learn, grow, and build lifelong values. The joy and energy we see at the
temple on Sundays remind us why this work matters.

This progress would not have been possible without the incredible support of our presidents, EC
and BOD members, Pathshala coordinators, teachers, volunteers, parents, and the entire JCNC
community. It truly takes a village, and we are lucky to have such a dedicated one.

I’m reminded of a beautiful message from Acharya Ratnasundar Maharaj Sahebji about the five F’s:
Faith, Family, Friends, Field, and Future. Through JCNC Pathshala, I’ve experienced all five—faith
in Jainism, support from my family, friendships in the community, meaningful service in the field of
education, and hope for a bright future.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. I look forward to seeing JCNC Pathshala continue to thrive
and inspire future generations to live with knowledge, compassion, and Jain values.

“Nanassa saram ayara — Right conduct is the essence of knowledge.” — Acaranga Siitra. This
ancient Jain principle reminds us that knowledge alone is not enough—what truly matters is how we
live it.

May the seeds of learning planted at JCNC Pathshala lead to a life rooted in right faith, right
knowledge, and right conduct.
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Jainism and Veganism: What Now?
Jonathan Dickstein, PhD

As an outsider to Jainism, I find the evolving discourse on veganism
within the tradition particularly intriguing. Over the years, I have
observed how Jains articulate and respond to arguments regarding
veganism and dairy consumption. In this reflection, I treat the “vegan
question” and the “dairy question” as essentially one and the same, as
dairy remains the central point of contention. Notably, these discussions
tend to unfold within two key epistemic arenas: scripture and nutritional
science.

Scripture and Science

One might expect a straightforward clash between, on the one hand, traditionalist Jains who

support dairy based on the infallible authority of scripture and, on the other hand, modernist Jains
who reject dairy based on secular scientific and philosophical reasoning. However, the landscape

of “Jain Modernism” is more complex. In this debate, both sides engage in what can be described
as the scientization of scripture and the scripturization of science. The scientization of scripture
refers to the reinterpretation of premodern Jain teachings as inherently “scientific,” aligning

ancient doctrines with contemporary empirical knowledge in a forward-looking, adaptive process.
Conversely, the scripturization of science involves validating scientific discoveries by demonstrating
their congruence—however loosely—with Jain scriptural claims, representing a backward-looking,
revisionist approach. A superficial example of this dual process is the modern rendering of nigoda
(one-sensed microflora asserted by Jain cosmology) as “microbes” or “bacteria.” This reinterpretation
not only updates scriptural understanding but also reinforces the legitimacy of scientific concepts
through Jain textual tradition.

In the context of veganism, dairy proponents argue that Jain scriptures endorse dairy for both ritual
and nutritional purposes. In addition, milk products are conspicuously absent from the Jain abhaksyas
(forbidden foods). They also invoke science, emphasizing the nutritional benefits of dairy and its

role in maintaining good health—another facet of “being Jain.” Conversely, opponents have less
success (but still some) leaning on scriptural guidelines and traditional precedent. They tend to invoke
scripture more generally, appealing to the foundational Jain principle of ahimsa. Scientifically, they
highlight the negative health effects of dairy and widespread lactose intolerance (“lactose normalcy™).
Dairy opponents may also cite the “science” detailing the environmental costs of dairy compared to
plant-based milks and the global proliferation of affordable and accessible alternatives.

I identify these two discursive appeals—scripture and nutritional science—to make a controversial
claim: neither make a convincing argument for or against veganism.

The Limitations of Scripture and Nutritional Science

Scripture can, and oftentimes is, used to make arguments for both sides of an issue. The case for or
against a vegan Jainism is no exception, as its canonical texts lack any decisive stance. Additionally,
strict adherence to textual literalism is at odds with a dynamic, engaged Jainism that values scientific,
philosophical, and historical integrity. Furthermore, research suggests that younger generations—both
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Jain and non-Jain—are increasingly unmoved by religious dogmatism.

However, nutritional science alone will not sufficiently rebut pro-dairy perspectives. In my view,
nutrition-based arguments against dairy represent the weakest case for a vegan Jainism (though I do
not deny their practical efficacy). While dairy may have adverse health effects for some individuals,

it is entirely possible to live a physically healthy life without excluding the consumption of all animal
products. In certain contexts, consuming animal-derived foods may even be preferable for nutritional,
economic, or practical reasons. Any argument—IJain or non-Jain—for the viability or even superiority
of a vegan diet is not equivalent to an argument against the healthfulness of a nonvegan diet.

Roots and Reformulation

Historically, Jain vegetarianism has not relied on scriptural mandates or claims of nutritional
superiority for its stance against meat consumption. Rather, arguments for vegetarianism are
commonly rooted in the ethical principle of ahimsa—the avoidance of harm. The philosophical and
practical links between ahimsa and vegetarianism are so deeply embedded in Jainism that discussing
one almost inevitably invokes the other. Hence, from my perspective, what makes veganism relevant
to contemporary Jainism is not new hermeneutical or scientific revelations, but rather a novel

ethical development: Contemporary vegan Jainism presents a more expansive and sophisticated
understanding of harm and Aimsd, particularly in its analysis of dairy.

The dominant vegan Jain argument is not that using animals for dairy used to be nonharmful and
used to be nonlethal, and it is modernity and industrialization that have since led us astray. Rather,
Contemporary Vegan Jainism asserts that dairy extraction is inherently harmful to domesticated
mammals, even in premodern contexts, regardless of how it is procured. And while extracting and
consuming dairy may be necessary for human survival in extraordinary circumstances, the argument
from necessity only mitigates the moral culpability of the act of inflicting harm on animals for
food—it does not erase the harm itself. In the absence of necessity, in dairy there is both harm and,
technically speaking, himsa.

A Scriptural Counterargument

An overarching objection from traditional Jainism might be: “If dairy production and consumption
violates ahimsa, then why didn’t Mahavira explicitly prohibit milk, ghee, and curds?”” Or more
pointedly: “How can we, flawed and fallible as we are, claim to know better than an omniscient
Tirthankara?”

This question returns us to the fundamental issue of textual literalism and its role in contemporary
Jainism. Is ahimsa a living ethical principle that evolves in response to contemporary realities, such
as an awakening to the inherent harmfulness of dairy production and the massive environmental
impacts of industrial animal farming? Or is it confined to the literal injunctions recorded over two
thousand years ago? If one accepts the former—and this remains an open question—then the ethical
imperative for transitioning from vegetarianism to veganism becomes not only legitimate but
compelling.

Professor Jonathan Dickstein, PhD and faculty at Arihanta Institute specializes in South Asian Religions, Religion and
Ecology, and Comparative Religious Ethics. Jonathan focuses on Jainism and contemporary ecological issues, and ac-
cordingly extends into Critical Animal Studies, Food Studies, and Diaspora Studies.
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How Jainism Changes the World

By Amar Salgia, co-founder of Young Jains of America
Imagine the future.

Tomorrow, what if all the Jains were to magically disappear from
the earth? Now imagine 200 years later, long after we're gone, what
historians might say about us. Would they say that the Jains were...

. ...not very influential or important?

. ...too extreme for the average person?

. ...an obscure sect of Hinduism or Buddhism?

. ...a religion that died out because they refused to eat meat?

. ...a religion that died out because they didn’t believe in having kids?

. ...a religion that didn’t accomplish much, other than books and temples?
. ...a people who never existed?

If not us, and if not the Jains themselves, who would tell the story of Jainism? What would
they say? How would they say it?

For that matter, what is the story of Jainism? The real story is based on the full body of facts
and evidence. Other religions have a story to tell about who they are and why they are here.
They have a narrative that motivates them to live and act in certain ways. What is your story?
What is our story?

Have a look at the following statements. Imagine if you had heard these words from someone.
Could you believe them yourself?

o “Jainism is the oldest living religion. Jainism has changed the world. No part of the
world has been unaffected by Jainism. Its ancient teachings have been affirmed by
modern science in ways that would shock and surprise you.”

«  “Jains have been great innovators, freedom fighters, scientists, industrialists, artists,
kings, queens, soldiers, scholars, saints, and activists who advanced civilization and
earned the respect and admiration of all”

o  “Jain saints are the first and last stronghold of pure holiness and divinity on earth.
Deviant forces have tried to suppress or destroy Jainism, but Jainism is the ultimate
survivor.”

Do these words sound bold? Can they be backed up and defended? Can they be proven?
Should they be?

In our Jain communities and societies, we learn about the great principles of Jainism. How
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many of us know about the history of Jainism and its influence upon the world? Do you wish
you knew more? And, if you did know your place in the world, would it change anything?

I believe it would change everything. In fact, Jainism did change the world, and today no
corner of the world is without the influence of the Jains.

Many of us are not accustomed to thinking in this way. How can such big words be spoken? In
fact, solid research on these subjects has been documented in a fascinating presentation called

“HOW JAINISM CHANGES THE WORLD”. What is the story of Jainism? JAINISM IS:

Who dares say these things? Certainly not the academics or the sectarians who create divisions
between people. Why have we never heard of such things? Why speak of Jainism’s greatness at

...the heart and soul of Indian Civilization

...the mother religion of Buddhism and Yoga philosophy

...the inspiration for many sages and great thinkers throughout time
...the ascetic spirit of the Greeks, Jesus Christ, and early Christians
...the first and most successful advocate for animal protection
...the fountain of creativity and spirituality

...the pioneer of the arts

...the survivor in the face of persecution

...the upliftment of humanity and all living beings

...the nursery of heroes, freedom fighters, and innovators

...the incubator of literary and technological achievements

...the spiritual and historical origin of nonviolent activism

...the most copied and emulated tradition in the world

...the oldest living religion of mankind

all? Is it not egotistical to do so?

History does matter. It matters a great deal. How humanity talks about the past, and how the
present came from it, can determine whether there is war or peace, freedom or oppression,
justice or injustice, prosperity or poverty, serenity or insanity. Whether you realize it or not,
it is your understanding of the past - your past, your ancestors’ past, and your religion’s past -

that will shape your future and the future of the world you create.

As you will see, Jainism did spread far outside of India. Jain influence reached every corner
of the world. Our people and ideas impacted people in profound ways, and they did so not

by oversimplifying Jainism or watering it down, but by practicing it boldly and leading by
example.
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Time waits for no one. Now it is our turn. Where to begin?
It starts in the imagination.

Imagine a world wherein every person of every background has an opportunity to attain
Samyag Darshan — which is the first spiritual awakening and the first step on the path to
Moksha - thus enabling everyone to grow into a force for good and a fortress of inner peace
and self-control, which the rising tides of fear, division, confusion, temptation, and corruption
in the world can never stop, never overwhelm, and never defeat!

That is the mission. Are you inspired? Good! You are on your way to endless and exciting
possibilities.

Young Jains of America (YJA) is an entity of JAINA and it serves Jain youth from ages 14-29 years.
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Jain Compassion and Nonviolence Toward Animals
Christopher Jain Miller, PhD

Compassion (karunya) toward animals is a core value in Jainism, deeply
rooted in the philosophy of nonharming/nonviolence, or ahimsa. The Jain
tradition teaches that all living beings, whether human, animal, or plant,
possess a soul and are part of a vast, interconnected web of life. This belief
underscores the importance of extending compassion to all forms of life,
promoting an ethical lifestyle based on nonharming.

In this article, [ will explore the concept of ahimsa in Jainism, how it
is conveyed in the story of Neminatha’s compassion toward animals,
and the practice of caring for animals in Jain communities through the
establishment of panjrapoles and contemporary sanctuaries like Luvin Arms Animal Sanctuary in
Eerie, Colorado.

Ahimsa in the Jain Tradition

At the heart of Jain philosophy lies the principle of ahimsa, which translates to nonviolence or
nonharming. However, this goes beyond the simple avoidance of physical violence; it extends to all
forms of harm—whether through thought, speech, or action. Jainism teaches that every living being
is a soul (jiva) on its journey through countless cycles of birth, death, and rebirth. As such, all beings,
from humans to the smallest insect, are seen as deserving of respect, care, and compassion.

The doctrine of ahimsa is the cornerstone of Jain ethics and guides the behavior of adherents in all
aspects of life. To live in accordance with ahimsa, Jains follow a strict vegetarian (and increasingly
vegan) diet, avoid causing harm to animals, and take steps to minimize their impact on the
environment. Jain monks and nuns, in particular, go to great lengths to ensure that they do not harm
any living being. They wear masks to prevent accidentally inhaling insects, sweep the ground before
walking to avoid stepping on small creatures, and practice careful mindfulness in all their actions.

Jains believe that violence, whether intentional or unintentional, leads to the accumulation of
unmeritorious karma and delays spiritual liberation. Therefore, cultivating compassion and avoiding
harm is essential for the purification of the soul. This commitment to nonviolence extends to all
creatures, emphasizing that the ethical treatment of animals is a vital aspect of spiritual practice.

The Story of Neminatha and the Animals

One of the most poignant stories illustrating Jain compassion toward animals comes from the
Uttaradhyayana-sutra, a sacred text in Jainism. The story concerns Neminatha, the 22" Tirthankara,
who is revered for his deep compassion and commitment to nonviolence.

As the story goes, Neminatha was on his way to his wedding, accompanied by a large procession.
On the way, he passed an enclosure where many animals were being held captive for slaughter to be
consumed in his wedding feast. The sound of these animals, in captivity and clearly suffering, deeply
disturbed Neminatha.

Rather than proceeding with his wedding, Neminatha decided to act out of compassion. Instead of
consuming them, he freed all the animals who were being held captive for the purpose of slaughter.
By liberating them, Neminatha demonstrated not only his profound compassion, but also his
commitment to the principle of ahimsa. The story serves as a vivid reminder of the Jain commitment
to animal welfare, showing that true compassion requires action to alleviate suffering, regardless of
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the social or cultural norms of the time.

The story of Neminatha continues to inspire Jains to engage in compassionate acts toward animals,
fostering a culture of care and protection.

Jain Panjrapoles: Traditional Animal Sanctuaries

One of the most tangible expressions of Jain compassion toward animals is the establishment of
panjrapoles, traditional animal shelters that have been a cornerstone of Jain charitable work for
centuries.

Panjrapoles have a rich history in India, where Jains have long been known for their charitable works.
These sanctuaries offer refuge to animals that have been abandoned, injured, or are otherwise in

need of care. Animals such as cows from the dairy industry, donkeys, elephants, dogs, and birds are
typically sheltered in these facilities. The care provided at panjrapoles is not merely about providing
food and shelter; it also involves treating the animals with the same level of respect and compassion
that Jains extend to fellow humans.

Luvin Arms: A Contemporary Animal Sanctuary

In recent years, the Jain commitment to animal welfare has found a modern expression in the
establishment of sanctuaries like Luvin Arms Animal Sanctuary, located in Erie, Colorado. Founded
by a Jain family, Luvin Arms provides a safe haven for animals that have been rescued from abuse,
neglect, or abandonment. This sanctuary is a contemporary example of the Jain principle of ahimsa in
action, offering care to a wide variety of animals, including cows, pigs, chickens, and goats.

The sanctuary’s work is a powerful reminder that Jain values of nonviolence and compassion are not
confined to ancient texts or practices but are alive and relevant in today’s world.

Conclusion

In the Jain tradition, compassion toward animals is not just a moral ideal—it is a lived practice

that permeates the daily lives of its followers. Through the core principle of ahimsa, the story of
Neminatha’s compassion for the animals, the tradition of panjrapoles, and the work of contemporary
sanctuaries, Jains continue to uphold their timeless commitment to nonviolence and compassion
toward all living beings. This rich tradition offers a profound example of how compassion can
transcend time and place, creating a more just and harmonious world for all creatures.

The latest commitment to compassion and nonviolence in the Jain community is emerging in its
transition away from the consumption of dairy, since dairy is connected with unfathomable and
irreparable violence towards cows (this violence is rated worse than the meat industry itself). Groups
such as Jain Vegans in the UK and the global Jain Vegan Initiative have taken the charge to educate
the global Jain community on the harms of dairy so that they too may lead a life aligned with the Jain
commitment to compassion toward animals.

To learn more about how you can better incorporate the Jain principles of nonviolence and
compassion into our daily life, learn more at arihantainstitute.org/vegan-studies.

Christopher Jain Miller, PhD is the co-founder, Vice President of Academic Affairs, and Professor of Jain and Yoga
Studies at Arihanta Institute. He is a Visiting Researcher at the University of Ziirich's Asien-Orient-Institut and Visiting
Professor at Claremont School of Theology where he co-developed and co-runs a remotely available Master s Degree

Program focusing on Engaged Jain Studies.
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Celebrating a Milestone: Behind the Planning of JCNC’s
25™ Anniversary

- 25" Anniversary Celebrations Committee
A Vision Takes Root

In August 2024, the JCNC Board of Directors appointed a special committee to lead the planning of
the 25™ Anniversary Celebration—a once-in-a-generation event to honor our Pratishtha Mahotsav
and 50 years of Jain community service in Northern California.

For some, this would be their first grand JCNC event. For others, it might be the last large
celebration they witness. With that awareness, the committee felt a deep sense of responsibility - to
create something meaningful, memorable, and spiritually enriching for all .

“We knew this had to be more than a celebration—it had to be a reflection of who
we are and what we stand for.”

Laying the Foundation: Building the Core Team
The planning began with forming a core leadership team that included:

e 25" Anniversary Chair, 25" Anniversary Co-Chair, 2025 JCNC President
* 2025 VP of Religious, Ex-President of JCNC, Ex-VP of Education
* Ex-VP of Finance

Together, this team envisioned a 12-day celebration, starting and ending with religious ceremonies
and including:

» Daily religious events - Various pooja, poojan and abhishek, Bhakti Bhavana and Jain
Musical Symphony

» Inspiring pravachans and spiritual activities

* Cultural performances and children’s programs

* Guest Jain scholars and community leaders

» A special Main Street Parade to highlight Jain values, especially Ahimsa (non-violence)
* The grand Dhwaja Ceremony as a spiritual finale

Budgeting with Purpose
With a large vision came a large responsibility. The initial plan estimated:

* 2,000+ attendees during peak days
* 1,000+ attendees on non-peak days
e Meals served across multiple days

* Hosting of dignitaries and guest speakers

The Road Ahead: More Challenges, More Determination
Planning a celebration of this scale meant facing several additional challenges. The team responded
with creativity, teamwork, and faith, driven by a shared commitment to the Sangh.

Dilemma 1: Balancing Vision and Budget
While JCNC was simultaneously engaged in a major land acquisition project with an emphasis
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on financial responsibility and avoiding external debt, the 25" Anniversary Committee had

the important task of envisioning a memorable and meaningful celebration. The committee, in
consultation with the finance team, initially presented a proposed budget that reflected the scale
and scope of the event. Recognizing the need to prioritize regular operations and long-term
commitments, the Board requested a more conservative budget approach.

In the spirit of collaboration, the committee thoughtfully revised its plans. After several rounds of
discussion and planning, a revised budget proposal was approved by the Board in January 2025—
striking a balance between community aspirations and fiscal prudence.

As planning progressed, additional programs were introduced, and evolving factors such as permit
requirements, security needs, inflation, and rising material costs—driven in part by new government
tariffs—began to impact the budget. By this time, the committee had already secured significant
sponsorships, demonstrating strong community support. In acknowledgment of these efforts and the
importance of delivering a high-quality celebration, the Board approved an additional budget in May
to ensure that JCNC’s 25" Anniversary would be a truly memorable experience for all.

Dilemma 2: Booking the Right Venue

Challenges included availability, cost, and suitability for large cultural and religious events. Finding
the right venue for cultural programs, speaker sessions, and community gatherings was more
challenging than expected. With limited large-scale venues available nearby—and many already
booked months in advance—the team had to explore multiple options while balancing cost, capacity,
and spiritual ambiance.

After many site visits and detailed negotiations, a suitable venue (Chabot College) was secured that
could meet the needs of both our guests and programming, while keeping the event close to JCNC
for convenience. As the venue for peak events changed from BAPS to Marriott to Chabot College,
the budgeted costs increased. The Committee proposed the first increase to the approved budget.
After a rigorous discussion the BoD approved an increased budget.

Dilemma 3: Sangh Prabhavna
To mark JCNC'’s 25™ anniversary, the committee envisioned a custom replica of the JCNC temple as
a special prabhavna item for all members—a lasting keepsake of this milestone.

After months of design reviews and prototyping with a vendor in India, the team finalized a
beautiful design. However, the journey was far from easy. There were unexpected delays due to
monsoon rains, damaged shipments, customs issues, and billing complications.

Despite the challenges, the team stayed committed. With the help of volunteers, the prabhavna items
were carefully received and prepared—offered to the Sangh with deep bhaav and gratitude. This
effort reflected true seva and the spirit of unity and devotion behind the celebration.

Dilemma 4: Securing Speakers & Dignitaries

Coordinating schedules of Jain scholars, motivational speakers, and local government officials
required early outreach and careful planning. Inviting renowned Jain scholars, speakers, and
government dignitaries was a key part of the vision. Coordinating schedules across different time
zones and commitments took months of outreach, follow-ups, and flexibility. Visa issues were more
challenging than expected and many renowned artists could not be confirmed due to rejections or
delays with visa. The committee worked diligently to confirm names that would resonate with our
Sangh—spiritual leaders who could enrich our understanding of dharma, and civic leaders who
could honor the impact of JCNC in the broader Bay Area.

Dilemma 5: Organizing the Parade
Managing a public parade required working with city authorities, permits, route safety, and
participant coordination. Planning a Main Street Parade to highlight the principle of Ahimsa
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required detailed coordination with city authorities. The team had to secure permits, design a safe
route, manage street closures, and ensure compliance with local regulations. Safety protocols, float
designs, and volunteer marshals were also part of the plan. Developing, designing, making, and
shipping logistics for decoration materials was very challenging. This parade became a meaningful
opportunity to bring Jain values into the public space and share our culture with the larger
community.

The additional security, the additional costs of trailers carrying the floats, the additional day of
food planning and the beautification of JCNC first floor caused the expenses to increase. The 25%
anniversary committee reached out to the BoD to increase the budget. Looking at the incoming
pledges and the excitement in the community the BoD approved the additional budget.

Dilemma 6: Parking & Crowd Management

Hosting thousands meant detailed planning for parking, seating, entry/exit flow, and emergency
protocols. Welcoming over 2,000 people during peak events required a robust logistics plan. The
team had to arrange for overflow parking, shuttle service (if needed), and designate volunteers for
directing traffic. Entry and exit points were reviewed for safety, while seating, signage, and restroom
access were thoughtfully planned to ensure a smooth experience for families, seniors, and guests.

Dilemma 7: Fundraising Efforts

Meeting budget goals required a strong fundraising strategy, community outreach, and sponsorship
support. While the budget was revised and optimized, there remained a significant funding gap.
The Core committee in conjunction with the Fundraising Subcommittee launched a multi-step
campaign—reaching out to donors, families, and businesses. Labh opportunities, sponsorship tiers,
and donor recognition programs were designed to invite participation at all levels.

The generosity of the Sangh helped bring the vision to life, making this celebration a true community
effort. Substantial funds were raised to support the 25" anniversary event and additionally support
the upcoming projects like the Bhavan renovation project.

Dilemma 8: Shipping Challenges for Decoration Items

As part of the 25™ Anniversary celebrations, the team envisioned a truly special and elaborate
decoration of the temple to reflect the significance of this milestone. A dedicated group of volunteers
collaborated extensively with vendors in India—spending countless hours on Zoom and video
calls—to finalize a unique and traditional set of decorative items that would elevate the spiritual
ambiance of JCNC.

To manage costs, the plan was to ship these items via ocean freight in a consolidated container.
However, due to complex vendor coordination and logistical challenges in India, the shipment
encountered repeated delays and was at risk of not arriving in time.

At this critical juncture, a few committed volunteers stepped in with extraordinary dedication. They
took ownership of the situation, resolved numerous roadblocks, and ensured that the shipment
reached JCNC successfully and on time. In a remarkable gesture of generosity, they personally
covered the shipping costs as their contribution to the 25th Anniversary.

Dilemma 9: Swamivatsalya for Thousands with Precision and Purpose

Swamivatsalya for thousands of attendees across multiple days of JCNC’s 25" Anniversary was both
an honor and a major logistical challenge. Coordinating meals that were fresh, timely, and aligned
with Jain principles required not just passion, but precision. With limited turnaround time between
events, managing kitchen operations, volunteer rotations, menu planning, and procurement became
a complex puzzle. Expectations were high, and any delay or misstep could disrupt the entire flow of
the day.
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To navigate this, the team leaned into early planning and strong coordination with event leads.
Volunteer teams were rotated thoughtfully to avoid burnout, and clear responsibilities were assigned.
The effort to incorporate regional Jain dishes, sustainable practices, and culturally thoughtful details
added both meaning and complexity to the task. Despite the intensity, the team remained united by
the spirit of seva.

Celebrating a Legacy, Inspiring the Future

Through every challenge, the team stayed focused on the bigger goal—celebrating 25 years of
JCNC'’s spiritual service, community unity, and growth. This celebration is a tribute to the founding
members, volunteers, teachers, donors, and devotees who made this journey possible.

As we come together from July 25 to August 5, 2025, we celebrate not just an anniversary, but the
spirit of Jain dharma, built on knowledge, action, seva, and unity.

The JCNC 25™ Anniversary Committee extends heartfelt gratitude to the
hundreds of volunteers, as well as the EC and BOD teams, for their wholehearted
support in making this milestone celebration a grand success.

Jai Jinendra
JCNC 25" Anniversary Celebration Committee

JCNC extends its heartfelt gratitude to these volunteers for going above and beyond in bringing the
exquisite decoration items from India via ocean for our 25" Anniversary celebration. Your commitment
ensured that the vision for a beautifully decorated temple became a reality, adding a memorable and
devotional atmosphere to the celebration.

Hq'
Shri Amit Kumar Jain Shri Paras Gandhi
Citi Freight Logistics Bay Packaging

Khub Khub Anumodana for your incredible support and seva!
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We, Nitul, Swati, Rashi and Ruchi Haria, extend
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JCNC Seniors Mixer Group
The Golden Ideal Family - By Kirit Bavishi

JCNC promotes innovative and healthy relationships for Jain families of all ages, importantly for
senior citizens. It has established varieties of religious, spiritual, social, and cultural programs for
them. It was started as “Seniors Mixer Group” in about 2005, with the goal that all seniors live their
life to the fullest of spirit, emotions, physical strength, and social connections, The monthly programs
are designed to engage seniors in fun-filled religious, cultural and informative activities.

It started with a small group. Progressively the program became attractive and enjoyable. The
participation now grown up to 300 members. The Seniors Mixer program is free, and conducted
once a month, generally on the second Saturday followed by delicious lunch. With the popularity of
the Senior program, the “Senior Mixer Group” became one ideal family and so named it now
“The Golden Ideal Family”.

The various activities conducted are, just to name a few - celebrations of the monthly events
including birthdays/anniversaries, cultural and religious dances/drama, health fairs, senior citizen
wellness and benefit seminars, technology learning, religious programs, picnics, games, yatra trips
and many more such interesting programs.
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Meena Nitin Mehta and Sudha Pankaj Mehta Family.
Along with Hetal, Jigar and Nishka.
Prachi and Harshit.
Devanshi and Jay.
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JCNC Dhwaja Dand Pratishtha Mahotsav
A History of Making Traditional Dhwaja Dand

Jain Center of Northern California

Kirit Bavishi, Chair BOD Dhawaja Dand Committee

JCNC - A Unique Jain Temple

Our Derasar, an exemplary place of worship, where all five united Jain

traditions celebrated Pratishtha Mahotsav of this Jain Bhawan in 2000. ! T :
This temple is a symbol of a strong Jain Community in the USA, ensuring|fpit - i |, e
propriety of Jainism for many more generations to come. :

Need for the Traditional Dhwaja Dand
With the blessings of Shri Adinath Bhagwan, our temple is not only Pran
~Pratishthit, but also architecturally innovative. However, since
_ consecration, like a king without crown, our three Shikharji were without
- Traditional Dhwaja Dand in accordance with Jain Shilp, and JCNC
initiated their efforts to fulfill the need of a new traditional Dhwaja
Dand.

Significance of a Traditional Dhwaja (flag-a spiritual soul) and Dhwaja Dand
(flagpole-a spiritual body)

The Dhwaja Dand is: (1) connection to divine from the earthly realm to cosmos that represents the
presence of deity blessings over temple (2) fluttering Dhwaja atop Dand is believed to create a
protective shield around temple and worshipper and guarding them from negative forces (3) they
represent the three keys of salvation (Moksha) - right vision (Samyak Darshan), right knowledge
(Samyak Gnan) and right conduct (Samyak Charitra). The Dhwaja over Dand also called Indra
Dhwaja represents one of thirty-four (34) miraculous occurrences happen when Keval Gnan
(ultimate knowledge) is attained by Tirthankar and Indra Dev sways Dhwaja in front of Tirthankar.

H:sturjr of Making Dhwaja Dand Project
The Board of Directors (2023-2024) formed a special Dhwaja
Dand Committee. The project consisted of three traditional
 Dhwaja Dand over three main Shikhar. The Dhwaja Dand
committee put to work with the site investigation, research for
appropriate resources including Jain Shilp Shashtra Sompura,
+ Dhwaja Dand specialized India engineer/Architect, and Dhwaja
" Dand fabricators. India Engineer/Architect procured as-built data
for design criteria during his USA visit to temple. The
extraordinary team members worked very hard in co-operation
with JCNC BOD and EC members. The committee ensured
selection of qualified fabricators, quality of Dhwaja Dand and
supporting structures and its shipment. The team lined
licensed contractor and construction inspection team.
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In August 2024, the Dhwaja Dand shipment arrived. The Contractor completed
quality construction work as scheduled. The installation of traditional
Dhwaja Dand was complete.

The Grand Dhwaja Dand Pratishtha Mahotsav
In September 2024, the Special Dhwaja Dand Committee, BOD, and EC

team performed the grand Dhwaja Dand Abhishek ceremony. In i
October 2024, the JCNC Community wholeheartedly participated in >
grand procession and grand Dhwaja Dand Pratishtha Mahotsav. Now we "L\

: -

Pl
—
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have a complete Shikharbandhi Derasar with traditional Dhwaja Dand
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Jain Muktak (Poem)
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JCNC PVSA (President’s Volunteer Service Award)
Spreading Compassion, One Act at a Time

it

In 2017, JCNC launched a humble initiative with just a few young volunteers to provide a platform for youths. Today,
that spark has grown into a powerful movement - one that now includes over 80 dedicated youths who exemplify
the true spirit of Jain values of "compassion in action” In partnership with the Corporation for National and
Community Service, JCNC proudly presents the President's Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) to outstanding youth
volunteers aged 13 to 19. This program is more than a recognition—it's a pathway to shaping future Jain teaders
grounded in ethics, empathy, and service.

Atit's heart, this program aims to carry forward Bhagwan Mahavir's message of compassion for all living beings.
Through selfless acts of seva, our youth not only support their communities but also embody the essence of Jain
dharma in their everyday lives.

An enduring legacy of service
built over eight years

Over the past eight years, JCNC PVSA has nurtured and guided more than 200+ youth
volunteers, proudly awarding them the prestigious Presidential Volunteer Service
Award {PVSA).

ICNC's PVSA program is deeply rooted in compassionate service and Jain principles,
with a strong emphasis on Ahimsa; Sewa, and equality for all living beings.

Our Impact

Our youth’s sewa reflects deep compassion - honoring every child and spreading joy, especially when engaging with
children with special needs, autism, and neurodivergence. We are proud to partner with organizations like Friends
of Children with Special Needs (FCSN), building bridges of understanding, inclusion, and heartfelt connection
through service.
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50,000+ hours 400+ activities 200,000+ lbs 3000+ meals

Compassion For All Living Beings

Community service by youth Ouryouths contribitued in sorted and packed fresh packed and served hot meals
and parents fostering outreach events with reputed  produce at Second Harvest for LifeMoves Shelter and JW
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Prepared and served ahimsa with Habitat for Hurmanity, oftrash collected during of lain non-perishable food
meals promating lain values building playhouses for Mational and International donated for SEWA Diwali
of non-violence. children. coastal cleanup events. during the hiolidays.




Our Key Pillars

Environmental Stewardship:

« Participated In major clean-up events such as National River
Cleanup Day, Save The Bay, Aguameridian Coastal Cleanup,
and City of Milpitas Creek Restoration.

» Organized multiple recycling drives for Staples to collect ink
cartridges, school supplias, and e-waste,

Homeless Outreach & Food Relief:

* Prepared, donated and served meals through organizations
such as LifeMoves Homeless Shelter,

+ Sorted and packed fresh produce for Second Harvest of
Silicon Valley.

+ Regularly participated in preparing and semnving meals for
Kaiser Permanente's outpatient aftercare families.

Education & Equality Initiatives:

Partnerad with Divyadaan, collecting school supplies every
summer and winter.

* Led seasonal clothing drives - coats in winter, summer
clothing in spring, and formal wear in the fall - for undersamvad
children and adults.

Tutored and assisted senior citizens with technology literacy
workshops.
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Looking Ahead with Gratitude

Cultural, Kids with Special Needs
& Interfaith Collaboration:

» Actively participated in Silicon Valley Interreligious Council
(SIVIC), delivering Ahimsa Meals and building bridges through
sanice,

* Volunteerad in Family Giving Tree gift-wrapping events,
spreading joy to familles during the holiday season,

* Collaborated with organizations like Friends and Children of
Special needs, Hope's comer, UPMA, Hamara Foundation,
Mind4¥outh to help kids with special neads.

Animal Compassion & Welfare:

» Supported Luvin Arms Animal Sanctuary during Thanksgiving
to promote compassion for all beings.

* Advocated for veganism and sustainable living through
tample events and youth presantations.

Temple and Pathshala Sewa:

« Sarved selflessly during Paryushan Parva, Ayambil Olj, and
weakly Pathshala events.

* Youths regularly assist in setup, food prep, and cleanup,
embodying the true spirit of sewa at ICNC.,

To our graduating students: we are confident that the lessons leamed here will guide you forward, wherever life
takes you. May you continue to spread Bhagwan Mahavir's timeless message and be a light for others, as you have
been for us.

This program’s success would not be possible without the vision and support of JCNC leadership (past and
present), the Jain community, the PVSA team, devoted parents, and above all - You, the Youth.

Thank you for being the heartbeat of this mission.
Your compassion is your legacy. 4 »
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KutchValley congratulates JCNC
on its Silver Jubileel

Thank you for your dedicated efforts in
promoting Jain values and
strengthening the bonds
in the Bay Area Jain community.
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With Best Wishes & Compliments




Ovur Updhaan Dream = One of the most meaningful
experiences of my life—doing Adharyv in India

My work illustrates the celebration with my mom and brother

of our temple

This artwork shows a meditative figure with
the "3" symbol, radiating colorful energy,
symbolizing inner peace and spiritval
awakening.

A Pearl from Palitana




,, MOBILITY CITY" £

t WE FIX WHEELCHAIRS, SCOOTERS & MORE!"

Proud Well-Wisher of
JCNC’s 25" Anniversary

== Yur Trusted Partner in Mobilty Solutions

Empowering Independence for Seniors & Individuals
with Limited Mobility

2

» Sales of Top-Quality Wheelchair, Scooters, Walker, Lift Chairs & Hospital Beds
* Mobility Equipment Repairs & Maintenance = White-Glove Delivery & Setup Services
» Flexible Rentals for Visiting Family or Temporary Needs

. Visit Our Showroom in Milpitas

:{.31 Jay (Jesal) Shah rrincipal

MOBILITY # Main: 510-392-4848 | Direct: 732-847-2445
cCITY # jay.shahi@mobilitycity.com

& 128 West Calvares Blvd, Milpitas, CA 95035.
mobilitycity.com & https://milpitasca.mobilitycity.com




Devotion

Aarna Shah

Age 6, Current Pathshala Student
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This artwork represents the expansion of
JCNC—=from a temple to its next inspiring
phase: a Cultural Center, connected by a

golden bridge.
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‘Architecture is the +hou:ah+53ul malamcj of space - Louis Kahn

AR CHeven congraﬂﬁa’rea the Jain Temple on its remarkable
25th ﬂmﬂwersar}f
We are honored to have crafted the +hr::vu§h+-i:ul spoces that have
nurtured the Faith and community here For a quarter-century. May its

timeless decﬂﬂn continue to guide, |r1~ap':re and uth ﬂener"ahong to come




AAAUM: Initials of the Panca=Paramesthi The Path to Moksha (A1 Generated)

Jainism:
The Path to Moksha

This artwork reflects my personal journey of

awakening=an inner transformation shaped Jain Om symbol with abstract idea of
and soothed by the timeless power of the Mahavir Bhagwan and Mandala background

Navkar Mantra.

MY JOURNEY WITH
MAVICAR MANTRA
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Bharat

Jay Bharat is a leading Indian
caterer for past 35 years serving a
wide range of cuisines : Gujarati,

Mediterranean, Indo-Mexican,
Indo-Chinese and more.

For more information,
please get in touch!

Ph: (562) 205-1234
Email: bharat@jaybharat.com
www.jaybharat.com

Catering Solutions
For every occasion!

Our Catering Options

Weddings
Engagements
Babyshowers
Birthdays
Corporate Events
Conventions

Catering Commissary:
7871 Paramount Blvd,
Pico Rivera, CA 90660
Tue-Sun: 8 am - 3 pm PST
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A gujarati poem to express my feelings about JCNC Temple

HNQL......
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A majestic Jinalay stands in splendor, There sits “Dada” with a radiant face,
As if Vimalgiri makes my heart surrender

As if love flows through this space
Embraced by mountains, so sound,

Gautam swami graces with gentle gaze,
As if valley wraps green winter around.

As if Pundarik Gandhar fills the space.
In its dreams, I wish to rest and lie,

Adinathji blesses from the bhamti shrine,
As if the dawn waits with longing eyes.

As if sacred Rayan Pagla divine.
Below lies a marble replica divine,

Shantinathji sits in peaceful light,
As if Jay Taleti were glorified to shine

As if the world glows calm delight.
Climbing its 24 steps to ascend,

Now comes the 25th year we see,
As if rising a mountain to 3500 steps

As if in 75 years a true tirth it shall be.
A grand gate with two large doors,

Devotees gather in numbers untold,
As if a replica of Ram Pol it restores As if a sacred tirth pure and bold.
Our JCNC Jinalaya, grand and divine,

As if Shatrunjay has come to USA to shine
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Congratulations to the Jain Center of Northern California
on this incredible milestone!

We are honored to have been part of the JCNC's story,
helping to enhance a space that serves as a beacon of
faith, culture, and connection for so many.

— The Hillhouse Construction Team

~
 BHillhouse

COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION

SUSTAINABILITY | NEW CONSTRUCTION | TENANT IMPROVEMENT
hillhouseconstruction.com
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Krish Shah, Age 17, Ex Pathshala Student

A Picture worth a thousand words

y story highlights the importance of
M JCNC and my 17 years association with

it in shaping my growth as an individual
showcasing my ability to give back to the community.
Done. I gently dropped the final piece into the puzzle,
forming a complete picture - each piece slotted neatly

to fit in with its counterparts. After hours of work over
a couple of weeks,

I completed a five-hundred-piece puzzle picturing

a notable characteristic of each state in the US.

Alone, these pieces are primarily meaningless and
uninterpretable, but together, a clear and recognizable
image emerges. If I didn’t understand that the pieces
were meant to be interpreted together,

I wouldn’t have been able to appreciate each piece
meaningfully; discovering the interconnectedness

in a puzzle transcends beyond mere objects but also
correlates to the interconnectedness between people in
a community and concern for one another.

In my own experiences, the Jain Center of Northern
California has fostered my capabilities and allowed me
to understand my privilege and how to give back to
those in need, leading me to recognize the connections
made with my counterparts and the impact collective
efforts have on society.

Community involvement can never get better than
getting associated with one’s own community. I joined
the Jain Pathshala as a Toddler and went all the way
until I graduated. The journey from a three-year-old
toddler to an eighteen-year-old young adult has been
incredible and taught me a lot of life lessons. From
doing small things at the temple such as learning
Jainism, practicing principles of Jainism, respecting
elders, serving meals, helping in the kitchen, to being
associated with non-profit organizations with ambition
to save countless lives’ makes a difference.

I found that my true happiness lies in establishing
brother and sister-like connections with my

community and demonstrating affection and kind
gestures for them. I am fortunate enough that I got
the opportunity to discover not only myself and my
emotions but also express my feelings for those I care
about.

Furthermore, through countless activities that span
from senior technology class to even a fundraiser for
animals in need, the impacts I have made make me
proud and assure me that I am in a position where I
can help others and will help others. Speaking from
personal experience, my grandparents do not quite
understand everything about new technology and

the iPhone such as social media, google maps, and
even just the weather app! Through hosting senior
technology classes, I was able to work closely with
many seniors like my own grandparents and help them
understand the necessity and need for learning certain
things in this era.

Apart from the subject at hand, I learned several
things through teaching someone: patience,
communication, and commitment.

I have learnt that sometimes it’s leadership skills, while
at times it’s your patience and perseverance that would
help you go a long way. This experience has led me to
not only understand my own privilege, but also my
ability to make a difference in others’ lives.

I started to appreciate all the things I have in life- food,
home, school, family and the opportunity to serve
others is truly what reminds me of who I am.

I will continue to give back to others in my community
no matter where I go. To see the smile on a child’s face
or to see a hungry person eating peacefully assures me
of my contributions and motivates me to continue my
journey on this path.

I look forward to collaborating with the Jain Centre of
Northern California and making my life meaningful
with my dedicated service towards the ones who need
it and be the reason for someone’s smile.

by found that my true happiness lies in establishing brother and sister-

like connections with my community and demonstrating affection and

kind gestures for them.
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Paras Shah, Ex Pathshala Student

A Life Shaped by Jain Values

efore I was born, my journey with the
B JCNC had already begun—my mother

attended its khanan vidhi while I was still
in her womb. By the time I turned two, I stood in
the bhamati for the pratistha of Neminath Bhag-

wan. Only now do I realize how blessed those
early moments were.

As I reflect on my journey, both now as a doctor

and a life-long follower of Jainism, I realize that the
foundation laid by JCNC during my youth have
shaped me in ways far beyond religious learning.
From a young age, attending Jain Pathshala gave

me more than knowledge; it gave me sanskars. The
principles of Ahimsa, Satya, Aparigraha, and Samyak
Darshan became guiding forces in my life.

As a doctor, Ahimsa taught me compassion. Every
time I treat a patient, I remember the
sacredness of life. The sensitivity to avoid harm, even

unintentionally, makes me a more empathetic and
ethical medical professional. The principle of Satya
keeps me honest and transparent with my patients
and colleagues. Tapasya and discipline taught during
Paryushan and pratikraman have also helped me
build patience and dedication.

These very values also inspired me to stay in India
long enough to complete the Updhan Tap and also
99-yatra at Palitana. Living those austerities firsthand
let me experience, in a tangible way, the practical
wisdom that Pathshala had planted in me years
before.

As JCNC completes 25 years, I feel immense
gratitude. It is not just a place of worship, but a source
of lifelong guidance and friendship. The teachings
from Pathshala are not limited to books; they live
through my thoughts, decisions, and actions every
day.

I am happy that, thanks to JCNC, future generations
will also have the opportunity to carry forward the
torch of Jain values.

(11 oo . . .
The sensitivity to avoid harm, even unintentionally, makes me a more

empathetic and ethical medical professional.”

Tvisha Nepani, Ex Pathshala, Student

My experience studying at pathshala

had to memorize, not something I could live.

I approached Pathshala like another class—
sutras to recite, lessons to pass—but over time, the
environment began to shift my thinking. It wasn’t
just passive learning; Pathshala became the bridge
between tradition and intention for me. The stories we
studied weren't just history—they carried the origins
of the values that shape our way of life.

F or a long time, Jainism felt like something I

We didn't just hear about historical figures like
Chandanbala; we explored their choices, their inner
strength, their restraint. Our teachers didn't lecture
from a distance; they asked questions, encouraged

reflection, and made space for us to connect the dots
between those ancient lives and our own. That’s what
changed everything for me. I stopped seeing Jainism
as a set of disconnected rituals and started recognizing
its principles in my everyday decisions.

But Pathshala wasn't solely about religion

or developing knowledge—it was also about
community. Some of my best memories come
from the moments outside the classroom:
bonding over late-night conversations at shala
sleepovers, feeding rescued animals during jiv
daya trips and seeing firsthand how our values
extended into care for all living beings, and the
joy of day camps that gave us something to look
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forward to every year. These weren’t just social
events, they were formative experiences that tied
learning to friendship, that made the philosophy
feel lived-in and real. I grew up alongside people
who shared my values, not just because we

were told to, but because we experienced them
together. Pathshala, for me, will always be as
much about those relationships as it is about the
spiritual growth it sparked.

Moreover, thanks to Pathshala, I began to
internalize principles instead of just remembering
the lessons. I understood that minimalism wasn’t

just about owning less—it was about quieting
excess, in thought and action. Paryushan became
more than a week-long ritual; its essence—self-
restraint, intentionality, reflection—started to
shape my choices year-round. And ahimsa, the
backbone of Jainism, became not just a rule, but a
mindset—guiding how I speak, how I think, how
I show up in the world.

Pathshala didn’t just teach me religion; it helped
me live it, not perfectly, but consciously, and with
purpose.

“&pathshala didn’t just teach me religion; it helped me live it, not perfectly,

but consciously, and with purpose.”

DhyanVi Mehta, Age 12, Current Pathshala Student

ains are from Ahimsa,
From beautiful stavans to inspiring
bhavanas,

e are from the marble darbaar,
Non-violence, truthfulness, non-stealing,
chastity, and non-possessiveness
We are from Navkar Mahamantra,

From scriptures and divinity.

Jains are from doing fasting, rituals, and
prayers

From virtue, kindness, and forgiveness,
Part of Jainsim’s basic principles

We are from invigorating dances to
enlightening skits

From the shining, talented generations

From “Namo Jinaanam” to “Jai Jinendra”

We are from Jain shalas and books,

Teaching us that “one should live, and let live”

We are from the three flags waving on the
roof,

From thousands of people clapping together,
From samayiks and pratikamans,

Jains are from true devotion.
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Ahan Shah, Age 12, Ex Pathshala Student

Walking the Jain Path with JCNC

ai Jinendra, my name is Ahan Shah, and I am 12
years old. As a Pathshala student at the Jain Center
of Northern California (JCNC), I've learned that
ainism is not just something to practice at the temple,
it’s something I try to live every day.

The three main Jain values—Ahimsa (non-violence),
Anekantavada (many perspectives), and Aparigraha
(non-attachment)—have helped me become more
aware of my thoughts, actions, and choices. For
example, I've become more careful about not hurting
insects, wasting food, or speaking negatively about
others, and I've also learned to think before I act and
to try to understand other people’s opinions, even
when I don’t agree.

JCNC has made this learning fun and meaningful,

because through Pathshala, I've studied the lives of the
Tirthankars, Jain symbols, prayers, and stories that
help me understand right behavior. During festivals
like Paryushan, I take part in Pratikraman and try

my best to ask for forgiveness and forgive others, and
these experiences make me feel more peaceful and
connected to my Jain identity.

What I love most about JCNC is the strong
community, because whether it’s volunteering,
attending events, or just being at the Derasar, I always
feel like I belong. JCNC is helping me grow, not just as
a student, but as a better human being.

As JCNC celebrates its 25th Anniversary, 'm proud
to be part of this special moment, and I hope to keep
learning and living by Jain values for many years to
come.

What I love most about JCNC is the strong community, because

whether it’s volunteering, attending events, or just being at the

Derasar, I always feel like I belong.”

Saachi Choradia, Age 12, Pathshala Student

Pathshala: A Journey of Learning

life and growth. It gave me a space to learn,
reflect, and connect with my heritage in
a meaningful way. Over the years, it has helped
me better understand who I am and how I want
to live—with greater awareness, purpose, and
thoughtfulness.

P athshala has been an important part of my

My favorite part of in class learning was the
stories. From learning about the past lives of
Adinath Bhagwan, to learning about the life
of Mahavir Swami, these stories were amazing
and taught us concepts in different ways.

Some of my most memorable experiences
came from the moments when learning
extended beyond textbooks and lessons.
Exhibition Day was always a highlight of

the year. Preparing as a team, sharing what
we learned, and seeing the creativity of my
peers made those events both exciting and
meaningful. They reminded me that learning
can be active, expressive, and shared with the
community. These moments made learning
more engaging and taught me lessons that
went far beyond the classroom.

One of the most peaceful experiences
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To the derasar which has touched so
many hearts and souls including ours,

@/wai&&ﬂm&

AN BRI
JCNC ON THE 25" ANNIVERSARY.

WISH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM -
SACHIN, ALPITA, PRINA, STUTI GADA AND FAMILY







Dear JCNC Sangh,

Thank you for being a guiding
presence throughout our family’s
personal spiritual journey,
and for being a strong backbone
to our center, JCGS, in every way.

ﬂm@é@ @@/&9@@5@5@&0/&@

on the 25" anniversary!

May the center continue to thrive
and spread the timeless message of the
Tirthankaras for generations to come.

Warm regards,
Myra, Shlok, Parita and Hiren Shah




the five mahavrats, the meanings behind

prayers, and how to apply Jainism to daily life.

Through discussions and activities, I became

more mindful, compassionate, and connected

to my faith. The lessons I learn are never just
for the classroom, they are life lessons that

still guide me today.

JCNC has become much more than a temple.
It is a part of who I am.

“The lessons I learn are never just for the classroom, they are life lessons

that still guide me today.”

Khushi Shah, Age 11, Pathshala Student

My JCNC Shala & Shree Bhaktamarji
Journey!

y name is Khushi Shah, and I have
M attended Jain Shala from toddler

to fifth grade. I love all my teachers
at Derasar because they have taught me how

to be a good human being and practice Jain
values.

Through my Pathshala, I have learned that
Jains visit their special type of temple called
Derasar. They worship the souls present in
every living being like animals, plants, birds,
and humans.

The ‘Agamas’ is our religious text. We
proudly celebrate festivals like Paryushana,
Diwali, New Year, Ayambil Olj, etc. Jains are
vegetarian and they worship animals and
every form of life.

I like going to Pathshala, learning about

our religion, performing at various cultural
events, learning about Jain/vegan food,

and most importantly making friends and
building a community of Jain friends who will
most likely be with me throughout my college
journey.

I have been a proud student of Bhaktamarji
class as well and learned the entire Bhaktamar
Sutra in this class. The class has taught me

the meaning and correct pronunciation

of some difficult Sanskrit shlokas. I make

my grandparents proud whenever I recite
Bhaktamarji Stotra.

Thank you JCNC for all the opportunities
and a big “Congratulations” on the 25th
anniversary milestone!

““The class has taught me the meaning and correct pronunciation of

some difficult Sanskrit shlokas.”
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Prisha Gandhi, Age 10, Pathshala Student

Journey through Jain Shala JCNC

our knowledge of Jainism, but also have a

fun-filled class with quizzes, games, and jain
values alike. What we learn in Pathshala stays with
us for the entirety of our life. As an example, a vow
of not doing unnecessary sins is called Anarth Dand
Vrat. That’s just a preview to what fifth graders learn
in Pathshala!

In Pathshala, we not only gain and improve

Pathshala helps you keep Jain principles in your heart,

putting you on the path to Moksha.

My teachers Mrs. Atika, Rekha and Jayshree Auntie,
have definitely helped me progress throughout this
year, so I'm very thankful to them. Mahavir Janma
Kalyanak celebration as well as Exhibition Day
created memories to cherish throughout our lifetime.

To summarize, my experience as a Jain Shala student
is the stepping stone to my life, and I recommend it
to kids of all ages. I also express gratitude to teachers,
coordinators, and volunteers who create an enriching
atmosphere in the temple.

“My experience as a Jain Shala student is the stepping stone to my life,

and I recommend it to kids of all ages.”

Nishi J ain, Ex Pathshala Student

y time at Pathshala had a profound impact
on my life. From a young age, I was drawn
to the Hindi language, but it wasn't until I

joined Pathshala that I truly began to appreciate its
beauty and significance.

Through Pathshala, I not only improved my language
skills but also deepened my connection with my
family and culture. One of the most meaningful
aspects of my Pathshala experience has been the
opportunity to connect with my family in India.
Being able to communicate with them in their native
language has brought us closer together, and I cherish
the moments we share watching Hindi movies or
discussing Indian news.

My relationship with my grandparents, who speak
only Hindi, has been especially enriched by my ability

to converse with them in their language.

Pathshala has also had a positive impact on my

academic performance. Learning a second language
has enhanced my language learning abilities, making
it easier for me to pick up other languages like
Spanish and French. This, in turn, has opened up new
opportunities for me and given me the confidence to
pursue my interests.

But perhaps the most rewarding aspect of my
Pathshala experience has been the opportunity to
give back as a co-teacher. Seeing my students grow
and learn Hindi, and knowing that I am making a
difference in their lives, is an incredible feeling. It
has also helped me develop my leadership skills and
confidence, and I am grateful for the experience.

My time at Pathshala has been a journey of self-
discovery and connection. It has helped me connect
with my family, understand my culture, and find a
passion for teaching. I am grateful for the experience
and know that it will continue to shape me in the
years to come.

“My time at Pathshala has been a journey of self-discovery and

connection. It has helped me connect with my family, understand my

culture, and find a passion for teaching.”




Join us in honoring the 25! anniversary of the JCNC
Temple and the 50t anniversary of our cherished
organization! As we celebrate these milestones, let us

embrace unity, peace, love, compassion, and the principle
of Ahimsa that bind us together. Your love and support

have made these journeys possible. Together, let's cher-

ish our traditions and community.

Prem - Sandhya, Ankit, Mona, Gavin,
Sofia, Mohit, Shephali, Lana and Dilan Jain
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(The strength of a Sangh does not lie in numbers, It lies in how
many are awakened in awareness)

" By Adpk Shri Jayeshbhai Khona,

San Francisco Bay Area

Pranaam to every heart, every home, and every humble seeker within our JCNC Sangh.

The JCNC’s 25™ anniversary is more than a celebration, It is a sacred milestone in our collective journey.
For me personally, it has been an incredible 24-year blessing to walk hand in hand with this divine
Sangh. JCNC has not just been a place I've served—it has been a place that has shaped me. But if I look
even deeper...All that I am today, and all that I've been able to give, traces back to a single moment that
changed everything.

On 04/04/1989, I met my Guru, Pujya Aacharya Devesh Shrimad Vijay Bhuvanbhanu Suriji Maharaj
Saheb, who became the main architect of my life. His message didn’t just inspire me—it engraved itself
into my soul. At a time when I was ready to hold the hands of Jain Dharma as a full-time path, it was

his vision, his clarity, and his fire that gave direction to mine. A Guru is not someone who simply gives
answers—He is someone who awakens the questions that truly matter. He doesn’t just lead us to the
light—He shows us that we are the light. And through that light, I found purpose here. Through that
vision, I found JCNC—not just as a temple, but as a living Tirth.

Ek Lakshya—One Goal—has never just been about rituals. It’s about realization.

And as members of this Sangh, let us remember: we should never be roadblocks to anything great that

is destined to take place at JCNC. Instead, we must stand with it, protect it, and uplift it—because that is
the legacy we will leave for future generations. What we think, what we say, and how we act—matters. If
we want to bring change, we must first become that change. It’s about aligning every thought, every Seva,
every Sadhana with the soul’s deepest calling.

This 25-year milestone is not just for photo albums or applause—It is for reflection, renewal, and a
recommitment to our shared path ahead. Let our Sangh be remembered not just for what it built...But
for what it became. Let our youth not only inherit tradition...But embody transformation. Let the world
feel that JCNC is not just an address in the Bay Area—It is a beacon for the world.

“We didn’t just preserve a tradition— We lit the path for a transformation.”
Ek Lakshya. Ek Chetna. Ek Udaan.

With folded hands, awakened vision, and infinite gratitude.




Honoring Our Dedicated Staff and Support Teams

As we celebrate JCNC’s 25™ Anniversary, we recognize not only the volunteers and leadership
who have shaped our path, but also the incredible individuals who work behind the scenes to
ensure the temple runs smoothly every day. From spiritual support to facility management,
their dedication reflects the very spirit of seva (selfless service). We express our heartfelt
gratitude to the employees and partners who have served the JCNC community with devotion,
reliability, and care.

Shri Harish Gandhi

Harishbhai joined JCNC in 2020 as Office Administrator

and has been a steady and reliable presence ever since. He
supports day-to-day operations by managing communications,
coordinating logistics, and maintaining records across
departments. His efforts have helped streamline financial

| processes, organize temple documentation, and ensure smooth
execution of religious, educational, and private events. Always
professional and thoughtful, Harishbhai continues to be a
trusted partner to our leadership and volunteers.

Shri Virag Shah

Since becoming Temple Manager in February 2024, Viragbhai

- has quickly become a cornerstone of JCNC's religious life. He
not only mastered rituals from all Jain traditions but also leads
pujas, Dhwaj Dand ceremonies, and Bhakti Bhavanas with great
| devotion. His presence is felt across major community programs
such as MJK, Bhasha Day, and Graduation Day. Known for his
cooperative spirit and attention to detail, Viragbhai ensures that
- sacred spaces like the Gabhara, Rang Mandap, and Bhakti Area
are always ready to welcome devotees. His reliability and sincere
service make him an invaluable asset to JCNC.

Shri Alpesh Shah

Alpeshbhai served as Temple Manager from 2022 to 2024

and continues to support JCNC as a key member for religious
knowledge. During his tenure, he strengthened many areas

of temple operations and personally secured blessing letters
from multiple Acharya Bhagwants during his travel in India.
Spiritually, Alpeshbhai has completed two Varshi Taps, 10+
Atthai Taps, Updhan Tap, and several other advanced tapasyas.
- His commitment to sadhana and community service led JCNC
to nominate him as a Tapasvi Ratna for the upcoming JAINA
Convention 2025.
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Honoring Our Dedicated Staff and Support Teams
Shri Mukesh Parikh

Mukeshbhai served as JCNC'’s full-time Temple Manager from
2011 to 2015 and rejoined as part-time support in 2022. He

has played a crucial role in training other Temple Managers,
passing on best practices and organizational knowledge. Since
2019, Mukeshbhai has also led the kitchen team during Ayambil
Oli, helping prepare and serve meals to over 325 tapasvis each
weekend. His dedication, work ethic, and community spirit have
made a lasting impact on the temple & continue to inspire others.

Shri Balbir Singh

Balbirji was JCNC'’s caretaker for over 20 years until his
retirement in 2020. Known for his humility and deep devotion,
he ensured the temple was always clean, functional, and
welcoming. He supported countless kitchen and facility
operations, often working early mornings and late evenings
without complaint. His presence provided comfort and
continuity for two decades. We are forever grateful for his
quiet strength and service, and we wish him good health and
happiness in the years ahead.

Shri Varinder Singh

Since 2020, Varinderji has served as a caretaker, supporting all
aspects of JCNC'’s facility management. His role extends beyond
cleaning and maintenance—he actively supports religious,

e cultural, educational, & private events with a smile and a “Chinta
. mat karo, ho jayega” attitude. Always ready to help, he has
become especially popular among seniors for his kindness and

~ helpful nature. His dedication and positive spirit have become

~ an integral part of JCNC’s daily operations. Fun Fact: Before

- joining JCNC, Varinderji was a professional Kabaddi player and
represented his team in Canada, the UK, and Australia.

Can Plumbing (External Vendor)

As we reflect on 25 years of JCNC'’s journey, we recognize the many behind-the-scenes partners
who have quietly supported our operations. We extend a special thanks to Can Plumbing, who
has consistently responded to urgent needs across our facility, often offering services at reduced or
no cost. Their responsiveness, reliability, and generosity have helped keep JCNC'’s infrastructure
strong, and we deeply appreciate their partnership and care for our community.




Dear JCNC Family,

Heartfelt congratulations on 25 remarkable years of nurturing Jain
principles and community growth. JCNC stands as a beacon of Jain
values— compassion, and unity. We honor the tireless efforts of
leaders, volunteers, and devotees who’ve woven this spiritual
sanctuary. May the next 25 years amplify blessings, inspire
generations, and deepen our collective journey toward
enlightenment.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Shubh Shah & Family

President, Jain Center Of Greater Sacramento (JCGS)

)~
e
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’Rmnnikbhm and Rasilaben Gohel who

hnve embraced the Jain community from the
sdin erously offering their time, resources, and active
Samiies: ﬁnjas and events at the Derasar. Their commitment to
ntinuec ing and growth of the community has been a
nmstaut source of inspiration.

er fifteen years, Ramnikbhai dedicated himself to organizing and running the
m:nr mixer meehngs as chairman of the senior mixer. Rasilaben's spiritual
{ ion shone brightly during her Varsitaap in 2006 and 2007, a significant
_ miteme celebrated with the entire Jain community at the Derasar. Together,
Ramnikbhai and Rasilaben have been gracious hosts to numerous religious scholars.
They remain deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve.




Oloith Best Qafmpél}me/plf@
frem
Mrs. Pravinaben Kritikumar Shah,
Mrs. Pinal Vishal Shah
Aarav Shah & Aaryan Shah.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the
Jain Center of Northern California on the joyous occasion of the 25™Anniversary.
May the blessings from Jain Tirthankars guide and protect
this center of peace for years to come.

Best Oishes
Sharad & Jolly, Sahil, Ronak & Sandini Shah Family
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Ajay and Amita Shah Ekta and Josh

Avni, Hari and Veer

AAA Computers - IT Solution Hardware Provider
Servers, GPU Systems, Storage, Networking

5102059432 ® ajay@aaacompu.com



Heartiest Congratulations & Best Wishes
To
JCNC for the 25th Anniversary
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Celebrating 25 ‘Yéafs of Togetﬁer;;ss -wttlj 3@

,l
Jain Center of Northern California ~ \*
.

Formed during the Pratishtha Mahotsav of JCNC in 2000, MIBA has grown " Y
alongside JCNC—rooted in the same values of cnmmunlty, culture, and Wk
compassion. Over the past 25 years, we have shared more than justa  »,

heritage—we've built friendships, weathered challenges, celebrated 7~
milestones, and stood by each other like family. MIBA's story began right
here at JCNC. It was during the temple’s early days that a few Marwadi
families, connected by culture and language, came together and laid the
foundation of what would become MIBA. The Marwadi language served as a
powerful common thread—turning conversations into connections and
connections into a close-knit community that continues to thrive to this day.

i?]?"

Za’r*

JCNC has always been at the heart of MIBA. As JCNC celebrates its 25"
anniversary, we reflect with gratitude on the journey we’ve taken together.
We've welcomed new generations, mourned the loss of loved ones, and
held each other through life’s joys and trials. Through it all, MIBA has
remained a pillar of strength and belonging. From friendships to family-like
bonds, the Marwadi language became the thread that wove us into one
fabric—stronger with time.

Here's to the spirit of unity, resilience, and shared values that define us.
We are proud to celebrate this milestone with JCNC - and with each other.

L

;);, With gratitude and pride,
4 MIBA — Marwadis in Bay Area

v 3F




Celgbrating Twenty-FTive Ygars of JCNC

We are so blessed with the Divine presence of Jain Temple of
Milpitas CA for last 25 years. It has played a pivotal role, as a hub
for social and cultural life, community support, learning center
and spiritual development. JCNC has been instrumental in
preserving and transmitting the Jain rituals, practices and values
across generations.
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Deepak & Mina Doshi Family
Tanya, Nihar, Mina, Roshan, Nina, Deepak




Greatland Real Estate
extends heartfelt congratulations
on the 25th Anniversary of the JCNC!

For 1S years, Greatland Real Estate has been the trusted
choice for full-service real estate in Sacramento, Santa Clara,
Alameda, and San Francisco Counties. Whether you're looking
to buy, sell, or invest, our experienced team provides dedicated
support every step of the way.

As you celebrate this significant milestone, let us help you with
your real estate goals in the years to come.

-\

MANOJ DESAI (BROKER)

DRE # 01793620 | Phone: 916-928-7000
Email: manoj@mygreatland.com

Contact Greatland Real Estate today:
Your Advantage in the Northern California Real Estate Market.
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to JCNC on 25 Inspiring Years

V2

It is with great joy and admiration that we congratulate JCNC on reaching the
remarkable milestone of 25 years. Over the past quarter century, JCNC has
been a guiding light for the community—steadfastly promoting Jain values,

fostering spiritual growth, and uniting generations through
seva, wisdom, and compassion.
This silver jubilee stands as a testament to the dedication of countless volun-
teers, leaders, and devotees whose tireless efforts have
shaped JCNC into a vibrant spiritual home.

May the next 25 years be filled with continued growth, harmony, and inspira-

tion as JCNC continues to lead the path toward liberation and lasting peace.

With gratitude and respect,
Bhavnesh Jasani & Family
Secretary, Jain Center Of Greater Sacramento (JCGS)
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Dear members, devotees, e

and friends of JCNC < %

As the Shah Family — Nisarg, Disha, Naisha, and Rihaan — we rejoice in
celebrating JCNC’s 25th anniversary, a radiant milestone of spiritual

nourishment and compassionate community-building. For 25 years, JCNC has
been a guiding light, nurturing faith, fostering unity, and inspiring countless

lives through the timeless teachings of Jain ideals.

May the Tirthankaras’ blessings continue to illuminate JCNC’s path as it embarks
on its next chapter. We pray this sacred institution remains a beacon of Lord
Mahavira’s wisdom, empowering future generations to walk the path of truth and

service.

\ —————

5} With deepest reverence and warm wishes,

Nisarg Shah & Family
£ Q.\Treasurer, Jain Center of Greater Sacramento (JCGS)
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@ Jain Society of Metropolitan Washington

-
Congratulations to JCNC on

25th Anniversary!
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OPENING THIS FALL! <(*~!‘° 3 ) STRATFORD

STRATFORD
PREPARATORY
MILPITAS

PREPARATORY

B - e

We connect students to their unique
futures and ignite a passion for learning
that extends beyond the classroom.

Building on years of outstanding educational outcomes at Stratford
Schools, Stratford Preparatory offers an accelerated curriculum
where students sharpen critical thinking skills and learn to thrive in
a transforming world, ensuring our graduates will be prepared to
succeed at top universities and colleges around the world.

Scan the QR Code
to Enroll Today!

Stratford Preparatory Milpitas to open in Fall 2025. u n
Now enrolling grades 6-9, and going to grade 12 in 2028.

Copyright © 2025 Stratford Schools, Inc.

Q Learn more at StratfordPrepMilpitas.com

1323 GREAT MALL DRIVE MILPITAS, CA 95035 | (408) 307-8249




Mahs Sl?ngh_pati (Grand Spoasor) - _Si 00,001
Sanghpati (Grand Co-Sponsor) - $50,001
Swamivatsalya Grand Sponsor - $21,001
Souvenir Book Grand Sponser - §10,001

History Video Production Grand Sponsor - §10,001

Shobha Yatra Grand Spensor - $20,001

Shobha Yatra Gold Sponsor - $15,001
Shobha Yatra Silver Sponsor - $10,001

Shobha Yatra Silver Sponsor - $10,001




25™ Anniversary Sponsors

St Sl Cnameadua

Navindra and Madhu Jain & Family (The Jain Foundation)

Prem and Sandhya Jain & Family
Rakesh, Ami, Siya, Aeva, Rajendra, Dhruvalata Shah & Family

Jayvadan, Tarunika, Dipti, Nita Itchhaporia & Family

Deepak, Mina, Nihar-Tanya, Roshan-Nina Doshi & Family

Biren, Rita, Dr. Adit, Rahul Shah & Family

Aswin, Geeta, Ayush, Astha Jain & Family
Nitin and Sumedha Shah & Family
Kundi and Bipin Kapadia & Family
Hansa and Hasmukh Shah & Family

Digambar Friends at JCNC
Yog Shah, Shwet Mehta, Taral Shah & Family
Harsha and Hasu Shah & Family
Sandeep, Manisha, Tricia, Tia, Ryan Jain & Family

Hardik, Chandni, Aaditya Shah & Family
Harsh, Shivangi, Sanvi, Vansh Shah & Family
Pramod and Roshni Patel & Family
Piyush, Shreya, Avni-Shyam, Dr. Paras Shah & Family
Sanket, Ekta, Aayan Mehta & Family
Vipul, Anamika, Rushali, Anvi Kothari & Family
Akshay, Meeta, Jivana Kochar & Family

*** The names in the print are as of the date of printing.
PDF file names may be different ***
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Prime Swamivatsalya Sponsor - §7,501

Pani ni Parab (at Jain Bhawan) - $5.001

Tote Bag Distribution Sponsor - $5,001

Cultural Program Sponsor - EK Lakshya - $5.00]

VISl

Cultu_ral Program Sponsor - Astha Ek Shakti - $5,001
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Replica of Jain Temple of Northern California Plaque given to JCNC members
given as a prabhavna to life-time members of who served JCNC community from
JCNC on the occasion of 25™ Anniversary 2000 - 2025




JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Religious Team
« Parag Shah (lead)
o Nitul Haria (co-lead)

Religious Core Team
Ami Shah

Anju Shah

Ashok Sethi
Forum Shah
Jignesh Shah
Milan Shah
Praveena Sancheti
Padmesh Parekh
Riya Mehta

Sagar Pasad
Sudhanshu Jain
Taresh Parekh
Vinita Shah

Religious EC RC Members

Ashok Sethi
Hardik Desai
Milan Shah
Paras Samsukha
Praveena Sancheti
Raj Patel

Sagar Pasad
Sanjay Patel
Sudhanshu Jain
Taresh Parekh
Yash Doshi

Decor Team
Aangi Shah
Aarohi Shah
Aeva Shah
Alka Mehta
Alpa Gosar
Ariha Gandhi
Aswin Jain
Avani

Ankit Jain
Ayush Jain
Beena Doshi

Bhavna Shah
Julie Shah
Binal Shah
Biren Shah
Brijesh Shah
Bhavin Shah
Dayaben Shah
Deshna Desai
Dhara Parekh
Dhruvin Timadia
Harsh Shah
Heer Shah
Himani Shah
Hiral Pasad
Hiya Doshi
Thita Shah
Jaideep Shah
Jaimin Shah
Jainam Shah
Jash Shah

Jia Shah
Jinang Shah
Kashish Kitawat
Kavita Shah
Kewal Shah
Khushi Shah
Kinjal Parikh
Kinjal Shah
Kirtika Doshi
Kyra Parekh
Mahen Gosar
Meena Shah
Moksh Shah
Nairit Shah
Naitik Shah
Nilesh Shah
Nirvaan Tanna
Nirvy Mistry
Noam Kothari
Padmesh Parekh
Palak Shah
Param Parekh
Parth Kamdar
Paritosh Bora
Prakshal

Pooja Shah
Poonam Gajaria
Preethi
Praveena Sancheti
Rashi Haria
Rimpal Shah
Risha Jain

Rohit Shah
Ruchi Haria
Sagar Pasad
Sandip Shah
Sangita Shah
Sanvi Shah
Shailesh Shah
Sheel Shah
Shubham Shah
Siddhi Kitawat
Soor Vora

Sonal Nagda
Suvritti Vora
Swati Haria
Sweety Shah
Shlok Patani
Vaibhavi Chokshi
Veer Mistry
Vijay Shah
Vimal Shah
Yash Parikh
Yogita Jain

Decor Logistics
Jayesh Jain
Jignesh Shah
Gautam Mehta
Paras Gandhi

Mandla
Aeva Shah
Ami Shah
Aayushi Shah
Binal Shah
Divya Benara
Forum Shah
Thita Shah
Jolly Shah



JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Ruchi Haria
Shivangi Shah
Shweta Bagadia
Shreya Shah
Varsha Shah

Aangi

Aangi Shah
Aayushi Shah
Aeva Shah
Ami Shah
Amit Jain
Amit Nahata
Bhavya Chhadva
Binal Shah
Chandra Vora
Danvi Shah
Devanshee Shah
Deshna Shah
Diya

Forum Shah
Harsh Shah
Harshil Shah
Jaideep Shah
Jaina Shah
Jainam Shah
Kashish Kitawat
Kavya Jain
Keyur Doshi
Kinjal Shah
Lipi Shah
Minal Nahata
Naitik Shah
Neha Jain
Nikhil Shah
Niyati Parikh
Nivam Shah
Nivi Shah
Param Jain
Paritosh Bora
Pooja Shah

Priyanshi Shah (Rangoli)

Romil V Shah
Saloni Jain
Siddhi Kitawat

Shubham Shah
Trupti Patwa
Vidhi Sanghavi
Vimal Shah
Yash Shah
Yash Parikh

Vidhaan
Arinjay Jain
Arvind Jain
Nanda Sethi
Neelu Jain
Rachana Jain
Rekha Sethi
Rita Shah

Poojan

Alka Mehta
Alpesh Shah
Ankita Jain
Bansi Modi
Bharti Mehta
Darshil Gala
Dhara Parekh
Dhrumil Shah
Harsha Parikh
Hemisha Shah
Henna Timbadia
Hiral Pasad
Hridhaan Shah
Jaini Shah
Jigna Shah
Jignesh Shah
Jinam Shah
Khushi

Krunal Shah
Mahima Teegala
Meena Shah
Milan Shah
Nita Vaishnav
Nivi Shah
Nimesh Parekh
Nysa Vora
Rahul Sheth
Riya Mehta

Rupa Ajmera
Sagar Pasad
Santosh Teegala
Sheel Shah
Tejal Patel
Sarika Shah
Trisha Jain
Trupti Jain
Tweesha Shah
Vatsal Shah

Extended
Alpesh Shah
Ankita Jain
Avinash Jain
Mukesh Parikh
Priyam Tated
Virag Shah

Food Team

o Mala Chaudhari (lead)
e Mihir Doctor (co-lead)

Food Leads
Giriraj Jain
Sahil Shah
Umesh Sagar
Pravin Turakhia
Bipin Nepani
Mukesh Parikh
Harsha Parikh
Chandra ben
Indori Group
MIBA Group
Kutch Valley
JCIG Group
Kitchen Kings

Inventory
Mihir Doctor

Ravi Shah
Rajiv Jain
Giriraj Jain
Vijay Chopra
Amit Jain



JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Jini Shah

Extended

Ajay Lunawat
Ankur Avlani
Biren K Shah
Brijesh K Shah
Dhyanesh Bagadia
Hetan Shah
Mehul Shah
Mukul

Neeraj

Nirav Shah
Nishant Sabadra
Pradeep Bardia
Puneet Jain
Shailesh

Media/PR Team
o Biren Shah (lead)
o Vipul Kothari (co-lead)

Souvenir
Rachana Jain
Deepak Shah
Nayan Jain
Pravin Turakhia

Extended
Rajesh Shah
Rasesh Shah
Nayan Jain

Kirit Bavishi
Niranjan Patel
Mahendra Tated
Sharad Dadbhawala
Biren K Shah
Brijesh Shah
Khushi Shah
Vrusthi Desai
Aahana Nahata
Aparna Shah
Darshan Shah
Jayashree Shah

Pinal Shah
Rakesh Jain
Rupal Ghelani
Sapni Bhavsar
Vinod Lodha

Social Media

Pooja Kothari
Yash Shah
Darshan Shah
Hasmukh Shah

Cultural Team

o Kamalesh Jain (lead)
o Sanket Shah (co-lead)

Cultural Core Team

Jaina Shah

Jenish Shah

Jigar Mehta

Nikunj Mehta
Niyati Shah

Pooja Kothari
Riddhi Shah
Sharad Dadbhawala
Sunil Ranka

Kirit Bavishi

Shobha Yatra Core Team

Nikunj Mehta
Jigar Mehta
Vinod Baya
Ajay Lunawat
Suhas Mehta

Aastha Ek Shakti Core Team
Niyati Shah

Sharad Dadbhawala

Pooja Kothari

Amit Pawar

Vibha Vora

Jigar Mehta

Chintan Shah

Jignesh S

Bhavnesh Shah

Shobha Yatra Team

Anju Shah
Charu Jain
Darshan Shah
Dhruven Shah
Divya Tated
Garima Lunawat
Harshal Dedhia
Hemangi Jain
Jaideep Shah
Jyoti Vora
Komal Shah
Kunjal Shah
Mahak Bandi
Mahendra Jain
Mahima Mutha Teegala
Naitik Shah
Ajay Shah

Dr Rushabh Shah
Rushabh Shah
Neeren Jain
Nimish Shah
Phagun Baya
Prakash Sharma
Pratham Tated
Pratibha Mehta
Rachana Jain
Rohit Jindal
Romil Gandhi
Sapan Bandi
Unnati Shah
Vidhi Sanghvi
Dhrumil Shah
Jhanvi Shah
Prakshal Doshi
Anuj Shah
Harlik Shah
Rushabh Shah
Sangita Lunawat
Tarang Lunawat
Vinod Lodha
Hemant Shah
Rohit Jindal
Harshad Shah
Anita Shah



JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Neeta Tated

Ameeta Shah

Nikki Shah

Hisha Shah

Ravendra Raghvendra
Poonam Gala
Akshesh Shah

Adi Shah

Hasmukh Patel
Dhruven Shah

Senior Team
Anju Shah
Chandra Vora
Harsha Doshi
Kirit Bavishi
Kirtida Bavishi
Meena Mehta
Pushpa Kochar
Shilpa Shah
Vibha Vora

Aastha Ek Shakti Team
Aarohi

Aesha Sanghavi
Akshay Jain
Amruta Mehta
Anshu Jain
Astha

Avni S Vora
Avni Vora

Binal Shah
Chandan Mehta
Chintan
Darshana
Dashana
Deepak

Deval Milan Shah
Dhrumin Shah
Dhvani
Dhyanvi

Divya

Ekta Vora
Gautam Mehta
Harlik Shah

Jaee Shah

Jaina Parikh
Jenish Shah
Kavita Gandhi
Kavita Sanghvi
Kavita Tamboli
Kinjal Shah
Komal Shah
Kosha Gandhi
Kush

Lajvanti

Lipi
Meemansa
Meemansa Gandhi
Milan

Mittal Kothari
Monika Shah
Neha Shah
Neha Vora
Nikita Shah
Nirali Vora
Nirvi Shah
Niyati Shah
Palak Modi
Parin Shah
Parita Parekh
Payal Mehta
Pooja

Pooja Gandhi
Pooja Mittal Kothari
Poonam Shah
Pratibha Mehta
Preetesh Parikh
Prerna Jain
Rakshita Jain
Reemu Mehta
Riddhi Shah
Rinku Ranka
Ritesh Patni
Riya Metha
Romil Gandhi
Ruchita Jain
Rujul

Rupal Patani
Rushika Shah

Sandeep Gandhi
Sharlik Shah
Sharmila

Sonali Jain
Sourabh Oswal
Sumedha Shah
Tanya Jain
Taresh

Tweesha

Varsha Shah
Varuni Jain
Vishal Shah
Yash Veera

Yash Vora
Yojana Choradia
Chintan Shah
Jignesh S
Bhavnesh Shah
Jigar Mehta

Ek Lakshya Team
Aadi Shah

Aakarsh Mehta
Akshay Shah

Aman Savani

Ami Shah

Aniket Sanghavi
Ankit Bhimani
Ankit Shah

Astha Shreeshreemal
Aswin Shreemal
Avani Shah

Ayush Jain

Bansari Shah
Bhavna Sandip Shah
Chand Mehta
Chandani Chordiya
Chandni Shah
Charmy Shah
Chirag Shah
Damnik Jain
Darshil Gala
Darshit Timbadiya
Deepak Sisodia
Deesha Shah



JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Dharmik Shah
Dhaval

Dhruti Shah
Dhruvik Mehta
Diksha Munot
Dimple Shah
Divya Benara
Divya Shah
Divya Tated
Divya Vijayasekar
Esha Ajmera
Gaurav Gogri
Geeta Shreeshreemal
Hardik Shah
Harsh Zota
Harshil Shah
Himanshu Shah
Hiral Pasad
Hirva Shah
Hitansh Kothari
Jaina

Jainam Mehta
Jainam Parikh
Jay N. Shah
Jeesha Teegala
Jinal Shah

Jyoti Vora
Kailash Kothari
Kaivan Sanghvi
Karan Chheda
Karan Kothari
Kartik Shah
Kaushil Shah
Kavita Gala Patel
Kevin Shah
Keyan Modi
Keyur Doshi
Khushbu Shah
Kinjal Shah
Krati Salgia
Krutika Gulvady
Kulwant Badala
Kunal Bavishi
Kush Kothari
Madhurika Sanghavi

Mahima Teegala
Manal Shah
Mansi Shah
Maulik Bavishi
Meena Doshi
Meena Shah
Meenaben Shah
Meenal Jain
Meghana Pancholi
Mehul Ajmera
Mihir Shah
Moxali Shah
Naisargi Doshi
Naitik Shah
Naman Gala
Neeraj Jain
Nemish Sarvaiya
Nemish Vora
Nileshbhai Shah
Nirav Shah
Nisarg Shah
Paras

Parth Kamdar
Paxshal Mehta
Payal Bavishi
Pinank Gogri
Pooja Shah
Prashant Jain
Pratham Tated
Priyanka Kothari
Priyanshi Shah
Rachana Shah
Rahul Kothari
Rajul Chhajer
Rakhi Gandhi
Reena Khinvasara
Riken Shah
Ritesh Lodha
Ritika Shah
Romil Shah
Ruchi Haria
Ruchi Jain
Rushabh Sanghavi
Rushit Gandhi
Rutvi Gogri

Sagar Pasad
Saloni Jain
Samveg Shah
Sandip Shah
Sanket Mehta
Sanket Shah
Savita Badala
Sejal Dedhia
Shirish Bavishi
Shreyansh Gandhi
Sneha Jain
Soor Vora
Sreeparvathi Nambiar
Stuti Shah
Subhashree Shah
Suhas Mehta
Sushil Munot
Sweny Shah
Swetha Shah
Taral Shah
Tejas Shah
Tithi Gala
Uma Turakhia
Unnati Shah
Vaibhav Shah
Vidhi Sanghavi
Vidhi Vora
Vidya Jain
Virag Shah
Viragi

Vishal Bavishi
Yash Shah
Yashvi Shah
Yogita Jain

Technology Team
o Jinesh Gandhi (lead)
o Aadi Shah (co-lead)

Core Team
Akshay Kochar
Chintan Shah
Rishi Raj Jain
Roopal Jain



JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Ronak Shah

Audio

Kunal Bavishi
Kunal Shah
Nemish Shah
Nitul Haria
Parin Shah
Soumil Jain

Stage Crew
Ashna Jain

Astha Shreeshreemal
Chirag Shah
Christopher McMurry
Meera Shah

Nidhi Shah

Skyler Giammona
Somil Sancheti
Srinidhi Madur

Vraj Bhavsar

Photo/Video
Anuj Shah
Bhavesh Chheda
Hasmukh Patel
Jainam Parikh
Manav Hirani
Mansi Shah
Maulik Shah
Nikesh Shah
Pranav Mehta
Romil Gandhi
Ruchit Shah
Santosh Golecha
Yash Doshi

Networking
Nilesh Doshi

Ritika Mehta
Ronak Shah
Sreekant G

Facility Team
o Bhavin Shah (lead)
« Yash Veera (co-lead)

Lighting

Ronak Shah
Yatrik Mehta
Aadi Shah

Krish Shah
Devansh Sanghvi
Yash Parikh
Roopal Jain

Parking
Rahul Gala

Smit Savla

Mihir Gada
Kailash Kothari
Deepak Gautham
Monil Gandhi
Peeyush Jain
Twisha Shah
Shweta Shah
Bhavya Vira
Kewal Shah

Extended
Hasmukh Patel
Rajiv Jain
Sarin Mehta
Jay Shah
Rajendra Shah
Biren Shah
Brijesh Shah

Staff
Harish Gandhi
Varinder Singh

Youth Volunteers
Avir Shah

Aarush Shah
Hridhaan Shah
Jinay Bagadia

Keev Vora
Neev Vora

Fundrasing Team
» Yogesh Bapna (lead)
o Sharad Shah (co-lead)

Fundrasing Team
Dhrumin Shah
Milan Shah

Biren Shah

Nitin Shah

Mittal Kothari

Finance Team
 Jayesh Jain(lead)
o Nirav Shah (co-lead)

Extended Team
Hemal Shah
Harish Gandhi

Education Team
« Miloni Modi (lead)
o Mirav Kapadia (co-lead)

Participants
Aadhya Shah

Aahana Nahata
Aanshi Shah
Aariha Gandhi
Aarna Shah
Aarvi Jain
Ahaana Jain
Iyaana Jain
Jiyana Kochar
Kaira Parekh
Kaira Patel
Kavisha Shah
Keev Vora
Kiyansh Shah
Mishka Jain
Neev Vora




JCNC 25™ Anniversary Volunteers - Khub Khub Anumodana

Neev Vora Pamnani
Noam Kothari
Nysa Dagli

Parv Shah

Prisha Chandaliya
Prisha Shah

Riaan Shah

Riaan Vora Pamnani
Risha Jain

Roohi Banthia
Rushabh Gandhi
Saarth Ranka

Sanvi Shah

Shanaya Patel

Siya Dagli

Soumil Shah

Tashi Doshi

Ved Shah

Viona Solanki

Zara Shah

YJA Program
Priyam Tated

Rushabh Shah
Kanvi

Chabot Day

Core Team
Jayesh Jain
Rachana Jain
Akshay Jain
Jenish Shah
Kamalesh Jain
Hasmukh Patel
Aadi Shah
Jinesh Gandhi
Akshay Kochar
Biren Shah
Deven Shah
Giriraj Jain
Mala Chaudhary
Nishant Sabadra
Sahil Shah
Sanket Shah

Sharad Dadbhawala
Nitul Haria

Parag Shah

Vipul Kothari

Yash Veera

Chintan Shah

Registration Desk
Parv Jain

Kriti Jain
Uttam Rathod
Krisha Rathod
Mahi Rathod
Aditya Mehta
Ekta Mehta
Jinam Shah
Shaarav Jain
Kavisha Shah
Sonali Loonawat
Rinku Ranka
Nikita Nepani

PVSA Team
o Sunil Mehta (lead)
o PrasannaS. (co-lead)

Volunteers
Aarav Shah
Aarohi Shah
Akshara Jain
Akshay Shah
Alisha Shah
Anant Bhautik Doshi
Anjali Golecha
Annika Bardia
Arham Desai
Arham Shah
Ariha Shah
Arjun Ranavat
Arush shah
Aryaa Mehta
Asher Mehta
Avyan Sethi
Ayan Khasgiwala

Deepam Kapadia
Dhara Parekh
Dhyan Mehta
Divisha Jain
Henna Timbadia
Isha Parikh
Janvi Parmar
Jeevya Jain
Kanak Parekh
Kanish Shah
Kavisha Shah
Khushi Siroya
Khushi Solanki
Kriya Shanmuganathan
Mehaavi Shah
Moksh Shah
Naisha Vora
Neev Shah
Nirvaan Tanna
Nishka Nepani
Nivi Shah

Om Milap Sheth
Omie Lodha
Prisha Ghelani
Resha Jain

Reya Dand

Reya Doctor
Reyansh Gala
Reyna Mehta
Riana Jain

Risha Jain
Rishik Sabadra
Rohan Samdadiya
Ronin Mehta
Sanchi Sethia
Sara Doshi
Saumya Shah
Shaarav Jain
Shaina Bakliwal
Shlok Patani
Siddhi Mehta
Siya Desai
Sohan Shah
Yashvi Jain
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MESSAGE

Greetings and heartiest congratulations to the Jain Center of Northern California
for the 25™ anniversary of the Jain Temple at Milpitas. This occasion is a
celebration of institutional progress - that also reflects the vision, dedication and
collective spirit of the community that nurtured it.

Jainism, with its emphasis on Ahimsa, Aparigraha and Anekantavada, offers
a sublime way of living, rooted in empathy, sustainability and pluralism. It is
heartening to see that through institutions like the Jain Center of
Northern California, such noble ideals continue to find new relevance and
resonance globally.

Today, the Jain Center is a vibrant hub for spiritual, cultural and community
engagement. By bringing people together, the temple offers a sense of unity while
preserving the richness of diversity. It reflects the strength of shared values and
the quiet perseverance with which the Jain community has built bridges across
generations and geographies.

India is proud of its diaspora and the Jain community abroad holds a special place
in this journey. Whether in the field of enterprise, academia or social service,
Indians settled across the world have become ambassadors of our values,
showcasing through their conduct the power of simplicity, acceptance of diversity
and cooperation. In an era marked by rapid change, the foundations of Jain
thought serve as a gentle yet profound guide for people worldwide.

This celebration comes at a time when India is moving towards realising its
national vision of building a Viksit Bharat by 2047, where Vikas and Virasar walk
together in harmony. As we move towards this milestone, we are taking firm steps
to make our ancient value systems more accessible, especially to the youth. Be it
through redevelopment of spiritual centres, honouring spiritual leaders, or the
recognition of ancient languages like Prakrit and Pali as classical languages, we
are working to ensure that the wisdom of our past becomes the strength of
our future.

Best wishes to all members, volunteers and spiritual leaders associated with
JCNC and the Jain temple.

e

(Narendra Modi)
New Dethi

AT ()1, 9T Haq 1947
July 23, 2025




Designing the 25™ Anniversary Souvenir Book:

A Journey of Community and Creativity
- Rachana Jain

fi been one of the most meaningful and fulfilling creative experiences
¥4 of my life. This project was more than just layout, fonts, and colors -
it was about capturing the essence of our temple’s history, values, and
% the people who have built this community over the past 25 years.
Every page reflects the love, effort, and memories contributed by
hundreds of families and volunteers who have shaped this journey.
| As a designer, my goal was to create something timeless, respectful
| of our traditions, and celebratory of how far we’ve come.

The cover page concept emerged from a deep reflection on where we are
and who we’ve become. Nestled in the heart of Silicon Valley - a global
hub of innovation, speed and technology - our temple has served as an
anchor, a spiritual grounding for so many of us. It has brought people
together from all corners of the Bay Area and offered not only a place of
worship, but also a sense of belonging, culture, and community. The
design combines subtle visual cues from the tech world with vibrant,
traditional Indian aesthetics, symbolizing how we’ve stayed rooted in
our values while navigating a modern world. It’s a reminder that amidst
the fast-paced environment we live in, we are united by something
deeper and timeless.

Throughout the process, I received countless edit requests, last-minute additions, and creative
ideas from our vibrant community. While it was overwhelming at times, it was also
heartwarming to witness everyone’s eagerness to be part of this milestone. I did my best to honor
each request while staying true to the overall design vision. The Editor and the entire souvenir
team gave me full freedom and discretion in the design aspects & very receptive to design ideas
and visualization. Each advertisement, message, and layout was treated with care, knowing that
it held personal meaning for someone.

This book is not just a souvenir - it’s a reflection of who we are. It honors our journey, celebrates
our achievements, and preserves the values that continue to guide us. I feel incredibly grateful to
have played a part in this special project and I hope every reader finds joy, pride and connection
within this souvenir.

Jai Jinendra.




Authentic Indian Flavors.
Premium Ingredients.
Unforgettable Dining.

Time-honored recipes, perfected with every plate. CHAAT BHAVAN
DINE IN » TAKE OUT + CATERING » DELIVERY
JAIN & VEGAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

FREMONT SUNNYVALE DUBLIN
? 5355 Mowry Ave, 76 East El Camino Real, 412 Grafton Street,
Fremont, CA 94538 ? Sunnyvale, CA 94087 ? Dublin, CA 94568
« (510) 795-1M00 L (408) 795-1100 w (925) 829-1700
MOUNTAIN VIEW CHAAT BHAVAN EXPRESS
® 165 E El Camino Real, ® 544 Lawrence Expressway
Mountain View, CA 924040 Sunnywvale, CA 94085

* (650) 965-1M v (408) 773-M01

(/

Feast on perfection

www.chaaotbhavan.com
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JCNC
JCNC has been at the feart of cur family for 25 years shaping cur
O values, friendships, identity, and deep sense of belonging. We are
grateful for the memaosies, the community, and the lasting connections.
Wishing the JCNC Sangh and cur community continued growth, unity,
and shared joy for generations te came.

Smt. Vimala Sampatrajji Ranka
Rinku - Sunil
Saarth - Samvi

& Ranka Family
California(USA) / Mumbai / Bali (Raj.)




